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TO THE 


BOOKSELLER: 


SIR, 
NEED not tell you with what ſucceſs 

I you publiſhed the Excellent Treatiſe, 
THE WHOLE DUTT OF MAN: 

It is your Felicity tro be again inſtrumental 
to the profit of this Church and Nation, by 
your Edition of theſe Religious and Prudent 
Inſtructions. And although the Addreſs be 
not {o univerſal in this, as in the former; yer 
this will have a large influence upon othet Con- 
ditions beſides Gentlemen : Their Converſe, if 
reformed, will be exemplary and operative up- 
on others. A Gentry that would atford an 
| obedient Ear to theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy 
that would to Picty and Learning, joyn Zumility, 
Mea:ſty and Sobriety, will be the beſt humane 
{ means to recover this ſinful Nation, and oppreſſed 
| Church, from the Miſcries, Spiritual and Civil, 
under which we now groan. So that che Args- 
; ment is well choſen, and it is ſo managed, rhac [ 
| knownot whara Kead:r that is ſomewhat morole 
can deſire which is not here. The Author keeps 
' clole to his intended Province and Deſign, his 
Reaſons arc ſinewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
| are (evere and grayc, yet pleaſing; and the 
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whom he chides, muſt needs love him. There 
' is nothing in his Periods redundant or defective ; 
he hath a Native elegancy that invites his Rea- 
der; Variety of Learning couched not vaunted; 
and a Perſþicsity ſuch, as will make his Reaſon- 
ings appcar to a weak eye: A Manual which is 
enriched with all theſe Graccs, ſhall (I truſt) not 
only be frequently and attentively peruſed, but 
chat it will lively affect, _ - cloſe to the Reins, 
and penetrate the Heart of the Reader, eſpeciall 
that Reader for whom it is deſigned ; aw tha 

on the Gentry, it is our Duty to (olicite 
the Divine Goodneſs. 


Tour aſſured Friend, 
Hum. H, 


SARU M, 27.08. 
t659. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


I. HE Authority of Cuſtom hath ſo 

much a more genera! prevalency 
than that of Truth; that he that jhall ad- 
venture to afſatlt that with this, may be 
thought not to have well digeſted the pru- 


dent Caution of our Saviour, Luk. 4 31. 


To ſit down and conſicr whether he be 
able with ten thouſand to meet him that 
comcth againſt him with rwcenty thou- 
ſand ; for doubtleſs ſuch,and much greater is 
the odds between theſe two Litigants. And 
to the imputation of this unwarineſs I can- 
not but foreſee the preſent Deſign very liable. 

2. GENTILITY has long ſince confuted 
Job's Aphorifm, Man 1s born to labour, 
and inflead thereof, has pronounced to itsCli- 
ents the Rich man's Rcquicm, Soul take 
thine eaſe,eat, drink and be merry. A Gen- 
tieman 75 now ſuppoſed to be only a thing of 
pleaſure,a creature ſent into theWorld, as the 


Leviaghan into the deep,to take his paſtime 
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thercin, (andthe better to complete the Pa- 
rallel, to devour his underlings too) and 
then "twill be no wonder if it be adjudged a 
rediculous Soleciſm to attempt to define his 
Cualling,whoſe very Eſſence is thought to con- 
fiſt in having none. Nay, perhaps it will be 
deemed not only abſurd but malicious,a Le- 
velling projeft, of robbing him of his Birth- 
right,of degrading him from thoſe priviled- 
ges,which belong to his quality,andof mould. 
ing.him again into that wulgar Maſs, from 
which Divine Providence and humane aws 
bave diſtinguiſhed him. But from this jea- 
louſie I dare truſt the enſuing leaves to be 
their own Vindicatcrs. 

- .3.I HAVE been mo unconcerned (much 
leſs inſulting )$pefator of the Depreſſion the 
Gentry have failen under a theſe latter 
zears,but have pay d them my juft Tribute of 
compaſſion; yet 1 confeſs I think thoſe ſcarce 


worthy a regret,in compariſon with thoſe vo- | 
luntary deſcents,too many of them have made | 


from true worth and wertue. *T is ſure a far 
leſs deplorable ſpeAacle to ſee a Gentleman 
ſpoiled of his Fortune by his Conſcience,than 
his Luxury, and to behold him under the 
flroke of . the Headſman, than under thoſe 
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more infamous Executioners,his Luft, or In- 
temperance. Tet I fear if theMartyrology even 
of theſe ſuffering 1 imes were ſcanned. Venus 
andBacchuswould be found to have had ma- 
ny more Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. 
4. BUT TIconfeſs it an impertinence thus 
to balance the two miſchiefs of doing and ſuf- 
fering ill,ſince "tis certain the latter is to be 
reſolved into the former, and has no exiſtence 
of it ſelf, but what it derives from that. Pu- 
niſhments are but the reſults of ſin: and 
therefore whatever Malignity is in the eſſe, 
becomes entirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, 
and we are to look upon our Vice not only as 
our greateſt, but our only happineſs. T his con- 
federation ſhews us the ſource of all our Suctt- 
rings,and 1s it ſelf no leſs obuious,than thoſe; 
though one would think it as concealed as the 
head of Nilus, that ſhould only obſerve how 
many other Originals of our Calamities are 
aſſigned,whilſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. This 
Jonah is ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in the$hip, 
while her more innocent Fraught is Caſt ovcr- 
board, Jonah 1. 5. Every the leaſt ſparkle 
from without is charged as an Incendiary, 
when alas, like Fna, our own bowels ſend 
out that fire,which has ſo near reduced us to 
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aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account the dif- 
copery of the cauſe the firſt and moſt neceſſa- 
19 flep to the Cure; ſo certainly is it here,the 
conviftion of our guilt is a moſt indiſpenſa- 
ble Preparative towards the eaſe of our Pref 
ſures, and we muſt be heavy laden in the 
Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth. 11. 28. before we 
ſhall ceaſe to be ſo in the Civil. 
s.BUT I fear men proceed inthis affair 
rather like Mountebanks than good Phyſici- 
ans,uſe fome Palliating Medicines to allay 
the effefts, or perhaps Anodynes to flupeſie 
the Patient, and wholly neglef the Root of 
the Malady. Nor do I appropriate this Er- 
ror to theGentry,'tis roowiſible that all ſorts 
and qualities have too juſt a claim to it, to 
tet any one go away with the Incloſare. But 
becauſe the preſent deſign makes them my 
peculiar Province, I ſhall, waving all others, 
addreſs my felf at this time to them only ,with 
this moll paſſionate Requeſt, that they would 
not uſe that cruelty to themſelves, for which | 
Amalck ftands branded towardsIſrac!, Deur. 
25. 18. by their perſevering impreties ſmite 
and deſtroy thoſe feeble and faint Remains of 
their former Felicities ; but that they would | 
now at laſt feriouſly advert to this their ſo | 
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great and important concernment, and pitch 
upon the true Achan,that has thus long trou- 
bled their Iſracl. And that being done, that 
ſtory diretts the next ſtep of the Proceſs,even 
the bringing him to execution,cutting that 
off, which wi!l elſe infailibly bring down a Fa- 
tal Exciſion upon themſelves. Nor is this 
to be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe is come 
to too great a height, 100 dangerous a Ct1- 
ſis, to admit any delay of the Remedy. 

6. WHEN Egyrt had ſmarted under a 
ſucceſſion of miraculous plagues for detain- 
ing the I{rachtes,the Servants of Pharaoh 
importune him to releaſe them.and conclude 
their advice with this Pathetique enforce- 
ment,Knowcit thou not yet that Xpypt is 
deſtroyed? - nd God knows I may but too 
properly give the ſame edge to mine; For,a- 
las,Gentlemen,are not your Fſlates waſted, 
your Priviledges violated, your Splendors 
eclipſed, your Perſons reſtrained, your Fami- 
lies broken and ſhattered, your Dignities 
trampled upon by the meaneſt of the Vulgar, 
and finally your ſelves quite tranſpoſed in 
your ſtation, now made the Tail who were 
once the Head, Deur. 28.44. And is it not 
yet time ta diſmiſs thoſe Sins which are the 
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Authors of all this ? If you are flill of Pha- | 
roh's mind, and reſolve to retain them, ' 
you are certainly no lefs obſflinate than he, 
but much more irrational. He had ſomewhat | 
of viſible advantage to tempt him to detain | 
the Ifraclitcs,they were his Slaves, wrought 
bard at his work, built him Cities. But | 
how far is that from the Caſe here ! They 
are not your Slaves, but your Fask-maſters ' 
which you are ſo unwilling to part with, thoſe 
that ſet you t0 the wileſt and moſt ſJervile | 
Drudgeries, and are ſo far from bringing 
you in profit, that I may boldly make the 
Apoſtles challenge. Rom. 6.21.What truit 
have you had of thoſe things? And doubt 
not the only account you can bring in of your 
Harveſt, muſt be the Irentory of your Mi- 
ſeries. le areWitneſſes of many Houſes,many 
Cities they have demolifh'd and laid waſte, 
but we have no ſtruffure of theirs to (hew, 
but a Pabel of Confuſion. 

7.BUT alas,theſe your ſecular Ruines are 
but their modeſt and peity out-rages. T ake 
another view of them, and it will like Ezc- 
kicl's Viſton, Ezck. 6. 8. preſent you with 
wore and grcatcr abonunations than 
thelc,ezen the abomination of defulation 
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| intheholy place. 7our ſins have not only 
| deſolated your own Houjes, but Gods. '| hat 


Bcauty of his Ornamcnc which he ſet in 
Majcity, Ezek. 7.20. hath by thcſe your e- 
teſtable things been expoſed to ſpoil and pol- 
lution. We are not yet grown ſo old in our 
miſeries as to have out-worn the aggravati- 
on of remembring our happier eſtate. And how 
ſad, how ms a contemplation is it to 
compare the paſt and preſent condition of 
This Church 2 When the Tcmplc was re- 
building, the joy of that reſtauration could 
not ſuppreſs the grief of thoſe who rememi. ed 
the ſo much more glorious babrick of the firſt, 
but they laid the foundation in their tears, 
theText ſays, They wept witha loud voice, 
Nchc. 3.12. But what tears, what ejaculati- 
ons can be bitter or loud enough for us, who 
are 0 lament not partial = imperfect re- 
pairs, but total ruines and wvaſtations, that 
ſee the materials of our Sion ngw reduced 
to duſt and rubbiſh, who once ſaw- them 
happily compatied, built together as a Ci- 
ty at unity in it ſclt. 

8.AND while we thus remember Sion, 
and are our ſelves by the watcrs of Baby- 
lon,'tis ſure but proper we ſit down and 
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Weep, bid, as thoſe Caprives, Pl.137. a T4 
lemn Adieu to all entertainments of joy and | 


pleaſure. And would God we all, particularly | 


you to whom I now ſpeak, did as exattly pa- 
rallel them in this ſad and pious reſentment, | 
as we do in the motives of it, that ſo your 
= to fin might be aſcended to its full | 
weight, as that which robs you not only of 
your ſpiritual, but (that which many of you | 
have more guſt of ) your carnal joys alſo, 


'Tis your fins, I would you could (ay yuors | 


alone,which have been the perſecuting Sauls, 
that have thus made havock of the 
Church.7he Sccuritics, Prophanencſs,and 
Licentiouſneſs of your pr oſperous days made 
the firſt breaches in her walls : and now the 
Impemtence and incorrigibleneſs of your 
calamitous, like the Edomutes, cry down 
with her, down with hcr cven to the 
ground. *7 was amongſt the Jews a Capital 
Guile to curſe a Parcnr, and jha!l it now 
paſs for an eaſe or no crime, not only to 
curſe but deſtroy our common Mother, to a- 
bet and maintain thoſe troops which thus 
defie, yea invade her ? 0 why Jhould you not 
at laſt recall your exiled Piety, and aſſume 
a holy and becoming indignation againſt 
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theſe her cruel, her implacable Enemies 2 
9. BUTthis you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 


| whilſt youarraign only other mens ſins, a 
| leaue your own out of the Inditment. [I 


doubt not many of you do with diſpleaſure, 


perhaps more than enough. charge her ruine 
| wpon the immediate Inſtruments, accuſe the 


bold intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ha- 
wing depraved her DoEtrine; Ambition and 
Envy of _ inferiours, of ſubverting 
her Diſcipline ; the Pride and Fafiion of 
buſie Spirits, of diſturbing her PcaCc the 
greedy Avarice of Sacrilegious perſons, of 
devouring her Paurimony. And theſe I 
ſhall not deny to have been the Weapons 
that thus have Mortally wounded her. But 
let it be remembred, that theſe were wielded 
and whetted by the more general impieties, 
from whence they borrowed their deſtruflive 
power. And therefore to transfer the guilt 
here, is but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah 
with the Sword of the Chrildren of Am- 
mon, which you know acquitted not David 
from being a Murderer. No, God knows, 
here lies aCarkaſs of a poor bleedingChurch, 
but which of you our Elders are qualified 
for the purgation the Law aſſigns in that 
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caſe, Peut.21.8. which if you can — our 
hands have not ſhed this blood, neither 
have our eyes ſeen 1t. 

10. YET the leſs capable you are of thas | 
waſhing your hands in innocence, the 
greater need you have 19 waſh them in Pc- 
rutence, and therefore ſince as you are SONS 
to this Mother, the Office of Avenger of 
blood devolves on you, O. bring forth 
fruits of Repcntancec, by diſcharging that 
part faithfully ; drag out theſe Crinunals 
which have taken Sanctuary in your breafls, 
and there dwell ſecurely, as in a City of 
Refuge, and hew them 1n pieces, as Sa- 
mucl did Agag bctorc the Lord. And as 
your incentives to this are infinitely greater 
and more preſſing, than in other murders, 
ſo will the effefs alſo vaſtly tranſcend thoſe 
of common Fuftice. That only revenges; but 
this may repair the miſchief, recal the vi- 
tal ſpirits, and remit the ſcattered limbs 
of this mangled body. Such an Omnipoten- 
cy ks there in ſincere Repentance, that it is 
able eve» 10 efjeft a Reſurreftion. O that 
you would 'e ambitious of working this Mi- 
racle, ano \; this Pious prodig y beget your 
Mother, i"at you would weep fo long over 
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her aſbes, till that moiſture had rendred 
them prolifical, and you ſee her ſpring out 
of her Urn. 

11.THIS, this 3s your only way of rever- 
ſing that extirpating Decree, which theſe 
Hamans (your ſins) have procured. And 
if you negle this, Mordecat's menace to 
Heſter will be too applicable to you: if God 
inhis unfathomable mercy ſhould cauſc de- 
lverance and enlargement to ariſc from 
ſome other place to this poor deſolate 
Church, yet your ſelves can expeti nothing 
but Deſtruftion. If you have no ſenſe of the 
deſolations of Sion, no pity to ſee her in 
the Duſt, but ſtill chuſe to cheriſh thoſe 
impieties which have brought her thither , 
yet even they will at the laſt, avenge her 
quarrel, bring you thoſe miſeries, the ſenſe 
whereof it will be impoſſible for you to auoid, 
or extinguiſh. 

1 2.FOR alas,to repreſent your ſins to you 
es the Originals meerly of Temporal, whe- 
ther Private or Publick Ruines, is to give 


| you too fair and flattering a portraifture of 


them : theſe are but the light preluſory 
Skirmiſhes to a more diſmal jlaughter, the 
Prologue to the Fatal Tragedy. 1 ake their 
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charafter from the Apojile, Rom. 6.21.The ; 
end of thoſe things 1s death, even death 
eternal. It is our uſual comfort againſt the | 
perſecution of men, that they can purſue us 
m0 farther than to the grave: there, as Job 
ſpeaks, the weary be ar reſt. But this Ty- 
rant in our own breaſts has no ſuch limits 
to its malice, but then eſpecially begins, 
when all other cruelties ceaſe, tortures infi- 
nitely by the gnawings of that worm which 
never «lics, and the ſcorchings of that fire 
which never ſhall be quenched. 

13. AND zow whocan ſufficiently wonder 
at the Infatuation, that you jhould demu 
upon the diſmiſſing ſo treacherous a Gueſh, 
that you ſbould cheriſh this Viper in your bo- 
ſoms, which you already feel eating your Bo- 
-wels, devouring all your temporal felici- 
ties, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to 
your Heart your more precious and eternal 
part? *T is the common maxim even of thoſe 
that receive advantage by the perfidiouſneſs 
of others, to love the Treaſon, but hate the 
Traitor : but here is that Rule quite inver- \ 
ted; Youhate-the Treaſon, are impatient 
of the Affliting conſequences of your ſit, 
yet love the Traitor, hug that in your clo- 
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ſeſt Embraces. The Apoſtle indeed fore- 
warns us of the Deceutulneſ(s of ſin, Heb. 
3-13. but ſure this is a pitch beyond that 
this is not deceit, but inchantment, ſome 
powerful Philcrum z? muſt needs be, that 
can thus make men in love not only with 
deformity but diſeaſe. 

14. BUT all the Magicians of Egypt 
arc not able to ſtand betore Moſes, this 
Magick is not ſo irreſiſtible, bat that Rea- 
ſon andReligion will yield you conter-charms. 
able to diſ-inchant you, if you will but ſuf- 
fer them to come in to your aid. Do but once 
ſflep out of the Devil's Circle, the attual 
vertiginous purſuit of your ſinful appetites, 
and give your Faculties ſome intermiſſion, 
ſo much breath from that hot chaſe as may 
qualifie them for a calm conſiderate view of 
other things and then *tis certain you will 
diſcern,thatVertue has a much more ravilh- 
ing appearance, inſinitely more delectable 
and enamouring, than all the Devils Op- 
eicks could pur upon your higheſt and moſt 
guſtful ſenſualities. Do you only beſtow ſome 
attentrve looks upon her ; let her once in at 
your eyes, and then leave her to make her 
on way to your heart. And this is fuare.a 
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very moderate requeſt; that you will but 
wouchſaſe to look, upon what is thus amia- 
ble. And with what pretence can you /e- 
ny it? Tou who to gaze on thoſe tranjutory, 
Beauties which are only your ſnares, ſtick 
at no difficulty, will be content to come 
(thoſe of you that have no other motives) 
even toCharch upon that errand: 0 do not 
here put off your curiofity, where alone it 
may auail you, but rather take his oppor- 
tunity of halloming that (hitherto prophane) 
part. of your temper. 

15. IThas been none of the Devils mea- 
eſt or unluckieſt arts to infuſe prejudices 
into mens minds againſiChriſtian Prattice, 
by repreſenting it in the moſt awerting 
Forms. He changes ſhapcs with it, and 
as he transforms himſelf into an. Angel of 
light, ſo he does this into one of Darkncls, 
makes it appear a State of the moſt diſmal 
ſadneſs and horror, a region of Antipo- 
des to all Joy and Chearfulneſs. And how 
much more ready men are to take the Devil 
at his word, than Chriſt at his, who pro- 
feſſes his Yoke cafic and his Burthcn light, 
appears too wiſible in the goneral averſneſs 
thoſe have to Picty, who never ſo much as 
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tried it, but take up implicit confuſed pre- 
judices agarnſt it, and retain thoſe as faſt 
as if they were the produtts of many years 
coftly experiences. And 1is tobe feared theſe 
hawe taken the deepeſt Root in the _—C 
Soil, they ſeeming no where more t0 flouriſh, 
than among you of the higheſt Quality. Yet 
ſure, of all others, Ton are moſt obliged to 
eradicate them, they implying ſuch a groſs 
injrſtice, as any ingenuous mind muſt be 
honed of. 

16. YOU will your ſelves readily pro- 
ounce that Judge not only corrupt but im- 
pudent, that condemns a perſon whoſe cauſe 
he never heard: yet if you will but refleA, 
you will find your own werdif rebound up- 
en your ſelves, with a Tu cs homo: for tis 
evidently your caſe here. It is time for you 
therefore to be ſo juſt, if not to wertue, yet 
to your own Reputations, as 10 retraft that 
condemnatory ſentence, you have paſt upon 
her, and put on ſomuch at leaſt of thetorm 
of Juſtice, as to give ber a fair Trial. But 
this you cannot do by hearing the tongues of 
men and Angels plead for her, none but her 
ſelf can manage her cauſe, you muſt admit 
her into your ſociety and converſe. tabe / 
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into ſuch a familiarity, as may bring her 
within diſtance of your Obſervation, before 
you pronounce of her. In ſhort, if you will in- 
deed render your ſelves competent Judges, 
whether aVertuouslite be a pleaſant or a dif- 
mal thing, enter upon it, and let your own 
experiences be your informers. 

 17.I CANNOT ſuſpedt the age ſo de: 
generous as not 10 believe there are divers 
particular perſons among you, who have 
made the experiment, and to their Teſti- 
mony | dare appeal, and doubt not they 
will from Judges turn Advocates, and re- 
commend it 10 you, and ſure you will have 
70 cauſe in this inſtance to wave your won- 
ted Prividedge of being tried by your Pecrs, 
70 except again(t their judgment in the 
calc, who being placed in equal circumſran- 
ces with you, muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand 
your utmoſt] emptations toVice, from whence 
alcneall the ſeeming diſjiculties and un- 
eaſineſſes of ertue do ariſe. 

16.1 Twere the work 0 many Volumes to 
deſcribe the ſevrral W[iindl Advantages 
towards a pleaſant Being, which are wrapt 
wp in this one Co; henſrue Felicity. I 
ſhall inſlance only in that, to which the en- 


| 
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ſuing TraEt particularly relates, and that 
is, that it furniſhes you wito a ſucceſſion of 
Lwery agreeable and chearfirl Imployments. 
Vertue 45 of a buſie and adtive Nature, 
and as in its ſeveral operations it has an op- 
poſition to all the ſeveral ſorts of Vice, ſo 
in its wery Conſtitution and Principle it 
bears an avowed Antipathy to that ene Se- 
minary of moſt other Sins, Idlencls ; and 
ſure the reſcuing you from that is no COn- 
remptible Benefit. For though you ſeem 
to chalenge it as a conſiderable part of your 
Inheritance, that you may live and do no- 
thing, and are very tenacious of thatC laim ; 
yet, "tis moſt evident, that what you contend 
for, as your Priviledge, your ſelves eſteem 
your burden, yea ſo much ſo, that to be rid 
of it, you Caſt away Fſlate, Health, Soul 
and all for Company, imploy your Jelves the 
moſt ruinouſly, rather than endure to be 


Idle ; nay quite conſute your own Preten- 
frons to eaſe, bythoſe laborious and toil- 
fome Vices, which you are fain to call 
Pleaſures, to render them tolerable, but 
bave certainly no pretence to that Title 


on any other ſcore, but that they keep you 
doing. 
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19 AND now what more grateful Of. 
fice cam poſſibly be done for Men in thii| tl 
Condition, than to ſhew them how they ma) be 
free themſelves of this load without con-l 
tratting a worſe : 1 mean the guilt of thoſe] a 
things which like Rehoboam convert; a 
Whips into Scorpions, yet are now fain| of 
to be reſorted to, as the only inſtrument, t| 
of therr relief. And this a Chriſtian Life| a 
wild be ſure to do for yeu; it will conſlant-\ it 
& provide you with innocent divertiſements, ti 
may much more, it will grve you buſine\s ſo\ gt 
excellent, . and worthy the dignity of you P 
Nature, ſo Noble and anſwerable jo thely 
Splendor of your Qualities, fo emery na)\li 
agreeable to the aims of Rational Men, 
that yor will have cauſe to acknowledge 
mith Our Church, that God's Service 1 
perfect Freedoni. | 

29.1 SHALL not undertake to pive you! 
a particalar view of all the Sewerals of thoſe! 
Employments; Thoſe Precepts of the 
Goſpel which affign your Tasks; do ſuffici- 
ently inform you of the Natur? and Excel 
bency of them : my whole Scheme is comprt- 
ſed in that One,which direfs an Attendance 
on that Calling wherein God hath placed 


ti 


fe 


in) of 
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men, and therefore I am to treat only of 
thoſe particular Duties which are incum- 
bent on you as Gentlemen, and therein 


| ſbew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have 
«Call 


ing, and ſo free you of that reproach 
and miſery of being unprofitable burdens 
of the Earth, and then evince to you alſo 
that that Calling is ſo far from implying * 
any thing of real toil or uneaſineſs, that 


t- it is only an Art of refining and ſublima- 


ts, 
ſo 
W 
he 


ting your Pleaſures, rendring them more 
ouſtful and exquiſite, and ſo will (if at- 
tended to) make good to you in earneſt 


your miſtaken pretence toa Lite of ſenſua- 
lity and delight. 
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SECT. L 
Of Buſineſs and Callings in General, 


I, E that by ffoth and improvidence 
difſipates and conſumes that Stock 
which is properly his own, falls juſt- 

ly under the blunt Cenſure of Folly, and uſually 

under the ſharper and more ſmarting Penance 
of Poverty and want: Bur he that is bur a depu- 
ted Manager, if he neglect his Depofiturm, is lis 
able ro a heavier weight both of Obloquy and 

Diſcipline. The weakneſsof the one may poſſibly 

meet with ſomewhar of pity ; but . the falſneſs 


| and treachery ofthe other is the object of an uni- 


- Euro —ome—_— ww —_ 


verfal dereſtation, and is oftentimes very ſeverely 
ſentenced by thoſe, who, if they would imparri- 
ally reflet, would find themſelves deeply invol- 
ved in the ſame guilt. 

2. GOD 


— e—_— 
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2. GOD has placed Man in the World, not 
as a. Proprietary, but a Steward; he hath put ma- 
ny excellent things into his poſſeſſion, bur theſe 
in truſt ro be not only kept, but negotiated 
with, and by Traffick improved to the uſe of the 
true owner: Yer hcarin dealing as a moſt boun- 
tiful Maſter, by not only promiſing tranſcendent 
Rewards in the furure to his fiedlicy, bur even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heifer that 


' 


| 


treadeath-out the-Corn) a molt liberal ſubſiſtence, | 
intcrweaving his intereſt fo with his Dury, that / 


the diſcharge of it is. his only means of being hap- 
py even in this world. 

3. THIS certainly is the ſtate of mankind 
in general; every (/ mean Rational) perlon ha- 
ving ſomething of this kind intruſted ro him. No 
man that hath underſtanding, be thar of a higher 
or lowcr-ſ1ze, but hath variety of abilitics of one 
ſort or other, and withal that actuating power, 
which ſhould (ct chem on work. And then (urely 
he that hath not becn excluded from the Receits. 
mult not pretend an exemption from the dif- 
burlements, the tasks, bur is under a \trict obli- 
gation of improving what he hath thus received, 
of bringing in fruit to rhe Granary, as well in or- 
der to his own account and joy 1a the audicing of 
the harvett, as allo tothe glery of God from whom 
alone he derives (and mult impute) both che lecd, 
and irrigation, and the very inercale, And he 
rhat on thele grounds and according to thele mea- 
lures decently adminiſters his Province, fſedu- 
loully attends his Guty in this matter, wall find 

NY; himſelf 
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| and the common dialect of the World hath made 
, | known by the ſtile of Gentlemen, ſhall chink fir 
| to expunge the latrer part of that title and dit- 
| claim che nature of men, as they are willing to 


do the duty, they mult certainly retract this er- 
ror, and acknowledge they have their ſhares in 
this common obligation. 

5. NAY, indeed if rhey could (o far imitate 
the Prince of the Morning, as to fuccecd to that 
rank which he was willing to leave, I mean to al- 
cend above Humanity and aſſume the narure of 
Angels, yer even thicher would this purluc and 
overtake them. Among all the Orders of thar 
divine Hierarchy they would nor find one Patron 
or Prefident of Idlcneſs. For as the fpirituality 
of their Eſſence renders them more agile and 
active, ſo that aCtivity is perpetually exerciſed 
inemploying the divine abilities chey haye recci. 


| ved, to the glory of God the Donor : an thar not 


- only in bcaring a part in that Celeſtial Quire 


| 
' 
* 


which inceſſantly tings his prailes, bur in che 
more laborious and tcrvile ojhiccs of being mini- 
liring ſpirits, yea even to thole to whom borh vn 
reſpe&t of nature and innocence they arc infinitely 

B 2 ſupert- 
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ſuperiour. And this they do with perfect alacri- 
ty and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt 
honour and dignity to be thus buſied. Their ze 
gitive Power over the world, ſaith Gerſon, u nat þ 
ſuitable an ingredient for a Magnificat of their com- 
poſing, as that greater dignity of receiving and ver. 
forming God's commands: An evidence how much 


the meaſures of honour differ berween the Cour: | 


n 


tiers of Heaven and Earth, the Inhabitants of | 


that refined, and this groſs Region. Thus then 
the Proſpe&t lics before rhe Gentlemen; if he 
chuſe cither ro look level on the ſame nature 
with himſelf, or dirc& his Eyes upward on that of 


the Glorious ſpirits that encompals God's throne, | 


he will not in all rhe Records of Earth or Heaven 
find evera Patient for ſloth, any Clauſe of Exem- 
ptionin this univerlal Law. 

6, NAY, ifthis max iz honour would bid fare- 
wel to his Birthrright, and become like the beaſts 
that periſh, Plal. 49. 20. it he could be content, 
in purluit of this one fanſied priviledge of a 
Gentleman, to renounce ail rhe real ones of a man, 
and make N-{nch./1:2-2 1's puniſhment his opti- 
on : yer neither the {teld nor the forett could give 
him Sanctuary, aitor| him any number of atlo- 
Ciates to aid, or bur connrenance him in his mu- 
tiny again{t this divine decree, they would rather 
be his tutors and monicors to obcy ir. For what 
rank cyen of the molt ſavage animals is there 


which we can indict of che not employing thole | 


tacultics they have reccived? Arc they not gene- 


rally in a perpetual and reguiar motion of thoſe 
ends 
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ends for which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with which they are en- 
duced? Yea ſome of them with ſuch improve- 
ment to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath 
raiſed a doubt whether they a& by inſtinct or 
reaſon, by fancy or yay Pythagoras is dil- 
cernably on their ſide? and Ariſtoile that was leſs 
kind to them, ſcems by one ſaying to have yield- 
ed the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he 
ſaith, want reaſon, he confellerh that fancy ſup- 


plies its place, 1 need not take part of this di- 


{pute; whatſoever their faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of thcir uſe of them, or wherher 
this thcir uninterrupted obedience ro the Law 


, of their Creation reflects the proportionable glo- 


ry on their Creator, | 

7. T O delcend one degree lower yet; The 
very 1nanimate creatures afford their conlort to 
this divine harmony ; every oneof them perform 
thole Othces, fail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unactive) qualities God hath pur into them. 
The Suz hath reccived a power of cheriſhing and 
enlivening terreltrial Bodies, and ic folds not u 
its rays, but communicates and diſpenſeth them 
freely. The Earth has received a power of fru- 
difying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
grows upon it, and it withholds nor that vital 
moiſture, but like a tender nurſe (cnds it forth 
liberally to all that expect nouriſhment from her 


| brealts; and fo proportionably ro all orher parts 


of this great body. And that all this lerves toil- 
luſtrate che glory of that omniporent witdom 
B 3 which 


; 
| 
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which hath placed chem in this ſo excellent a ſub- 
ordination, i: moſt viſible without rhe help of a 


perſpective. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 


magniticence and regularity of Solomon's Court, | 


ſhe brake out into- an admiration of his wiſdom : 
And ſurely a far greater occaſion is miniſtred to 
all thoſe who contemplate the admirabie order of 
che Univerlc, with all tranſportation of ſoul ro 
magnifie and adore the divine Diſpoſer of ir, as 


: 
' 


we ice frequently exemplified to us in the ſublime 


Raptures of the holy Pſalmiff, who never berter 
approves his right ro be called the Sweet Singer of 
Ifracl, than on this raviſhing Theme. 

8. AND now can it be fanſicd a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring in this 
grant inſtrument? To diſcompoſt this divine me- 


vdy, and become the only unprofitable uſclels | 


— — - 


we 


rt of the Creation? ſhall thoſe whom God ' 


ath made /ittle lower than the Anzels, ſubdue and | 


debale their natures bencath the very loweſt rank 


| 


of Creatures? and ſhall this (not humble but) | 


fordid cxinanition be lookt upon with reyerence, 
courted as a prefcrment? This certainly is fuch 


, 
bo 
: 


an abſurdity, as wants nothing to its confurarion, | 


bur meecrly to be confider'd: And therefore if 


Gentlemen would bur foberly reflect, there is little * 


| 
| 


doubr bur they would reſign at once their claim, | 


and thcir value of this 1o defaming a picce of 
honour, {fo abaſing an cxaltation. 


9. WE can let down our thoughts but one . 


ſtep lower, and thar is into the bottomlcls pit ; 
and from thence ſure none will deſirc to fetch a 
af} precedent ; 
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precedent ; yet if he did, eyen that black Region 
could not afford it. For though it mult be con- 
felled, thoſe ascurſed ſpirits accord not with the 
former inſtances, in re{pe&t of the enu of their 
actions, yer they do in the activity it (elf : theirs 
is a buſic ſtace, though to an ill purpole: Satan 
goes to and fro in the earth, Job. 2. 2. and he walks 
about ſ:elking whom he may devour, x Pet. 5. 12, 
Yea he imploys all his faculties roo, makes dili- 
gent uſe of all that acuteneſs and dexterity , 
which cicher his narure or experience hath fur- 
niſhed him with, rowards that end he purſues. 
So that it were a wronging a calumniating even 
of the very Devil, ro charge him with Idleneſs : 
which though it be a fin which yields him ſuch 
liberal crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant 
and cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannot 
offer ſuch violence to his own, as to become an 
Example of it. 

- 10, W E may: hence make a mcalure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which nei- 
ther E/-aven, Earth, nor Hell it (elf will own, 
but is like an illegitimarc birth, diſclaim'd by 
all. How unrcaſonable, nay how infamous will 
it then be, for thoſe to rake up thus cxpoled brar, 
to folicr chis vice in their boſoms, who have of 
all others the greateſt and molt particular obli- 
gation to detelt it, as having received the moſt of 
thoſe Talents which engaged them to action 2 


 Andthar tuch is the G:xtleman's condition, a light 


inſpection will terve to demonltrate, 
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SECT. IL 


Of Varieties of Callings. 


I. OW fince the univerſal obligation, 
which is incumbent upon all, and 
renders it ſtri&t duty to have a Cal- 

ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, 7hat all 

men have received from God ſome abilities to attu- 
ate, ſome Talents to improve; it follows by all 

Laws of inference, that thoſe who have received 

the moſt of theſe, can of all others the leaſt rea» 

ſonably pretend to an exemption, bur muſt on 
the contrary be acknowledged under the con- 
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ſtraint of rhe ſtronger and more numerous ties, | 


the general duty which herein lies upon all, cx- 
tending and ſpreading it (elf into ſeveral Bran 
ches, according to the quality and proportion of 
mens reccits. 

2. HENCE it comes to pals, that mens 
Callinesand employments become lo various, not 
only by the free choices of rhe ſeveral men, bur 
even by the direction and aſſignation of God and 
Nature, becauſe one man 1s furniſhed with 2n 
ability, which qualifics him for one ſort of cal- 
ling, another is by his diſtinct propricty markt 
our for another, And hence allo it 1s, that thoſe 
callings, which are diltin&t in feycral perſons, 

may 


— 
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may come ro be united in one man, becauſe rhe 
ſeveral abilires, which conſtirure thole Callings, 
concurring in him, the duties mult by unavoid- 
able conſequence do fo allo. This is in ſome de- 
prce obſervable in molt men, who belides the ge- 
eral powers common to -mankind, do receive 
ſome peculiar in order to ſome ſpecial end, and fo 
are obliged not only to thole Exerciles which be» 
long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, bur to 
thole alſo for which they are individually quali- 
fied. Thus thoſe whom God hath called ro Chri- 
ſtianity, are by that impowred for thole perfor- 
mances which that holy profetſion exacts, and fo 
have the calling of Chriſtians (uperaded to the 
other, which cither natural or civil obligation 
had laid upon them; {o that 'the ſame man may 
have various callings, in relation to his differing 
capacities, unleſs as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratio» 
nal, which in ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid ro be 
only divers operations of the ſame Soul, fo in 
truch whac we term ſeveral callings, be bur the 
lame comprehentive one, ſtretching ir ſelf into 
the ſeveral facuirics of rhe Perſon. 

3- I NEED not attempt to evince the im- 
propriety of the phraſe, "will ſerve my end as 
well that they pals for leveral, and the applicati- 
on | ſhall make of it, is ro ſhew thole who arc un- 
willing to hear of any Calizz ar all, that they 
have obligations indilpenſable ro more than one, 
they have whatever can belong to them as men, 
they have allo what belongs corhem as Chriſtians ; 

and 
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and they have alſo a peculiar addition appertain” 
ing ro them as Gentlemen, that is by interpreta 
tion, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed trom the vuk 
gar, not only by empty names and aiery titles, / 
bur by real donatives, diſtributed ro them by 
God,- as ſo many diſtin advantages, fertile and 
prolifical abilities, rowards the bringing him in 


his expeRed harveſt of honour and glory. 


/ 


4-1 T is too much to be doubted, many of | 


them may need admonition concerning the to 
former of theſe callings; the duties even of men, 


much'more of Chriſtians being ſo far worn out | 


of practice, that they ſcem to be our of memo 
too; for if they be at all rcflefted on, "tis wit 
the fame ſcorn that the antiquated habits of our 
forefathers are, as things fit only to dreſs a man 


up an objeCt of laughter and derifion. Burt this 
would be roo vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuper- | 


feded: by the many pious labours of others. My 


rpolſe therefore is not to treat at all of them, 


otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked | 


and interwoven, as in many particulars they are, | 


with the third, that of the Gentleman. 


5. AND here they necd nor fear that I mean | 


to pur the Spade or Hammer into their Hands, to | 


require them ro become cither Husbandmen or 
Mechanicks: my whole Dclign is founded in 
their diftinftion from thele, namely, in thole 


_ —— 


things, whercin cirher in kind or degree they ex+ 


ccl them. That. many ſuch things there arc, 
they will need no Monitor at another time, when 
che Queſtion is only of the Reverence and Re- 
{pech 


— 
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ſpect due from ſuch their inferiours: In ſuch caſcs 
every one can make large Serolls and Catalogues 
(written, like Ezekiel's Roll, within and without) 
of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and {tretch 
them to the exaCting the very laſt mite of Tri- 
bute they can poſſibly pretend ro. Bur let them 
remember, thar God is as jealous of his Honour 
as they can be of their own: and therefore as 
they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtruments of 
attrating Glory from thoſe below them, ſo they 
muſt alſo of reverberating and returning it home 
to that divine Power above them, who beſtowed 
them ro that end, and will not finally be delu- 
ded; bur if they will wy aq” his primary in- 
rention, that of having his Grace glorified in 
their faithful managery of thoſe Talents, they 
thall nor be able to defeat his ſecondary, that of 
having his J«ſtice magnified in the fatal doom of 
ſuch ſlothful ſervants ; if they will envy him the 
the more agreeable fatisfation of beſtowing Re» 
wards, they cannor defraud him of that (though 
inferiour) of cxccuting vengeance. 


ul, 


12 THE GENTLEMANS. CALLING. 


— 


SECT. IIL 


The Particulars of the Gentleman's Ad. 


vantages above others. 


'B 

Advantages, by which they are ſevered 
and diſcriminated from the vulgar, and which 
conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve 
on them an obligation of a diſtine# Duty. And 
here I ſhall be carcful ro prevent diſpute, and 
therefore take in none but what arc ſo obvious, 


U T to dwell no longer on Generals, ] 


as to be univerlally acknowledg'd; and then | 


having my premilles granted, I ſhall hope the 
ur 5 6b = -wnd nw tuch ill hank 6 
to reſiſt or diſclaim the Concluſion. 

2. I BEGIN with that Advantage which 
they are carlic{t poſlcſt of, that of an 1ngenuous 


and refined Education; of which, I hopc, none that | 


hath had it, will ſo far confutc the efficacy, as 
to deſpiſe and undervaluc it. What the Apoltle 
urges in a [igher argument, Rom. 9. may be ap- 
pliable here. Mcns minds are naturally of the 
ſame Clay: Education is the Potters hand and 
wheel, that forms them into Yeſſcls of honour or 
dilhonour. And though cxpcricnce thews us, it 
i3 t00 poſſible lor Men to deface thole nobler Im- 

preſſions 


ſhall deſcend to particularize thoſe | 


 — 
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 fars in their Canazn, who were to peſſtſs Firuſes 


Sea.II L Gentlemen's Advantages. 13 


preſſions which they have thus received, yer that 
makes it not ceaſe to be init ſelf a moſt eſtimable 
Bleſſing, any more than that cxcellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be defa- 
ced by his Fall. Ir is certain, there is no hu» 
mane means more effectual rowards the refining 
and ſharpning Mens intelles, giving them an 
edge and quickneſs; and that rhe more, becauſe 
takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, as their joints, pliant and traQtable, and fo 
capable of being by exerciſe improy'd into great 
degrees both of ſtrength and activity. Thi Ad» 
vantage the meaner (ort generally want, the cx- 
pencefulneſs of ſuch a breeding fſers ir beyond 
their reach: The indigence of whole condition, 
doth on the contrary determine their purſuits co 
that only, which may bring them in a ſubſiſtence, 
faſtens themto the Shop or Plough, and fo leayes 
their mmds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more excellent productions which the happier 
leftitution of Gentlemen enables them for; as we 
ſee it obſerved by the Wile man, Ezclie. 38. 25. 


| to the end of that Chapter. 


3-A SECOND Advantage is that of 
Wealth, which to Gentlemen fecms to be as it 
were rained down from the Clouds, borh in re- 
lpect of the plenty and the calincls of its acquiſi- 
tion. Fair Patrimonies, large inheritances deicend 
onthem without one drop ot tiicir {weat, one mi- 
nutes toil or ſolicicude, 4s it chey were the un- 
doubted Heirs of the 1ſrazlites Blefling, Succel- 


j# 
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foll of all good things which they filled not, and Wells 
digged which they digged not, Vineyards and Olive 
trees which - planted not, as it is Dewt. 6. 11, 
The Poet hath placed it in the front of his In- 
ventory, the prime ingredient in the completeit 
felicity of this life, Res non parta labore ſed relifa: 


| 


[ 


whereas on the ocrher ſide the lower rank of Men 


ferch their meer neceſlaries out of rhe Earth, 
which being as ir were, hardned and petrified 
by Adam's fin, muſt be mollified and ſuppled 
with their ſweat, before it will become pene- 
trable, will not yield them food, bur gives them 


alſoa portion of torrow with it. They mult firſt be | 


torn with thoſe Thorns and Briars which cover 
her ſurface, before they can fetch nouriſhment 
out of her Bowels; they muſt buy rheir Bread 


with their ſwear, as if they had engroſſed rhe pe- | 
nalry of their firſt Fathers fin, whillt Gentlemen | 


{weat only at the engagements of their ſports, or 


by the direion of the Phyſician, ro digelt their | 
tulneſs of Bread. Which every one mult confels | 


a ſufficient incquality. 


4 A THIRD is that of Time, This dc | 
pends by way of conſequence on the former. For | 
God having madcluch hbcral proviſionsfor them, | 


thus prevented them with the Blellings of his 
Goodnels, they can have no nced to employ their 
time to gain that, wherewith they alrcady 
abound; and ſo being exempred from that one 
deyouring expence ot it, have a great itock ro be- 
{tow on other more excellent purpoles : whercas 


the poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant minute, or | 


{uch 


_ us 


| 
| 
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ſuch as he can call his own. They are all fore- 


-. | ſtalled by rhoſe preſſing neceſſities which lic un- 
- | removeable upon him. His day-houres are chal. 
9 | lenged by his labour, his nights by his reſt; and 


it 


the ſatisfying of theſe Claims fo neceſlary, thar 
his own {upport, perhaps that allo of a numerous 
family depends upon it; and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Time be 
tobe accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly ir is, 
here isa ſecond fort of Poverty to which he is ex- 
poſed as a reſult of the former ; and another ma- 
nifeſt inequality berween him and the Gentle- 


; A FOURTH is that of Authority, by 
which I mean not that waich belongs to thoſe 
which are advanced to Publick Office ; for thar 


| being peculiar to fome few only, will not bear a 
| diſtinct part in my preſent conlideration : bur I 


© EI o 


underſtand by it that more private influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that are 
their Dependexts, And this alſo may be reckon- 


| edan ctlcct of rhe former, their Wealch: For in 


proportion to that, the number of Servants, Te- 


' nants, and Penſioners, (yca, perhaps of Fricnds 
| too) is to be meaſured. And over all thele they 
| have ſomewhat (though nor of abſolute deſport- 


cal dominion, yet) of {way and prevalency, On 
the other ſide, the poor Man's authority is bound- 
cd within the narrow circuit of his litcle cottage, 
being in effect no other than the propagation of 
that Power Nature hath given him over his own 


| body, to thoſe Branches which ſpring from ir, 


his 


| 
16 THE GENTLEMAN's CALLING. © 


his Children; and ro that Cien which is in» 

grafted into it, his Wife. And if he ſhall but 

peep out of this little Principality, atrempt to | | 

enlarge his Territorizs and preſcribe to any Fo | 

reigner, he will ſoon be taught how little his! 

power is acknowledged, and conſequently hoy | 

ar a diſtance he {tands in this particular alſo | | 

m the Gentleman. # 
6. THE rifth is that of Reputation and 

Eſteem ; which as the World goes, is a ſhadoy! , 

that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth | | 

and Honourare thethings that render any perſon | | 

{ 

{ 

| 

{ 

| 


conſiderab.c amongit Men, prepare them with | 
an aptneſs ro embrace his Dictates, to conlider | 
his Counſels, ro tranſcribe his Copies. And | 
though now 1t often falls out to be an unjuſt mea- 
ſure, yer perhaps it may have no unjuſt Original, | 
Forif ſuch Perſons did make ulc of thole advanta- 
ges they have, to make their minds as rich as 
their Fortunes, this were but their due. And} | 
therefore if it be paid chem upon this ſuppoſition, ! ; 
it is they only that arc guilty of rhe injultice, by ! | 
defeating the ground of it. But by what Tenout 
loeyer they hold it, 'ris furc, it may be made an | , 
apt Inſtrument ro many good purpoles, and} |, 
therefore well delierves to be accounted into the | , 
number of their advantages. But now if you | , 
look on the poor Man, you ſhall fee him loaded | , 
with Contemprs, from which no inward excel- | 
A 


lencies he poiletics can reſcue him. Ir is the obs 

ſervation of the wilclt of Men, that the poor mans | 

wiſdom is C:{pi{-4, Feeleſ. 9g. 16. So hated and 
icorned 


| 
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n+ | ſorncd a thing is poverty, that ir ſeems the Fare 
ut | of it is infetious, and caſts reproach upon the 
to | moſt eſtimable things that cohabir with ic. The 
&| world is ſo full of inſtances of this truth, that we 
is | need go no higher than our own times. Bur if 
w| we ſhould look back, we may find one as ancient 
ſo | as Job, who in his own perſon experimented theſe 
' diſtant effets of Proſperity and Adverſity, 
nd | while he was in a flouriſhing condition Mex gave 
W | ear to him, and waited and kept filence at his couns 
| ſel, After his words, they ſpake not again, and his 
on | ſpeech dropped on them, Job 29. 21, 22. But in 
th | the next Chapter we find the Scene quite changs 
cr} ed, and this revcrencedand adored Perſon is be- 
nd come a Song and a by-word to the baſeſt of Min. 1 
a+ | ſhall readily acknowledge this injurious treating 
al.} of the poor to be a great Barbariſm. Bur though 
a | there can nothing be inferred from it as de Fure, 
3} yet its being ſo ae fit#o, proves all I am about to 
nd | aſſert, viz. The great unevenneſs thatis ( in this 
N,! inſtance, as well as the former ) between Gentle- 
by | men and thcir Inferiors. 
wt' 2, HAVING given this Schedule of unde- 
an | niable Priviledges they cnjoy, I ſhall, before I pro- 
ne} ceed farther, beleech them here ro make a itand, 
' and ſoberly ro conſider whether it be imaginable, 
+ that God hath pur ſo many cxccllent Inſtruments 
of Action into their hands, only to make rhem 
& Jefs Active? That were to accule the Divine 
| Wiſdom of ſuch an unskiltul kind of mauagery, 
as the ſhalloweſt Humane Providence ftalis not 
- *under. Will any of chem be ar the carc and ex- 
” pence 
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Pence to furniſh a Servant with all Materials and 
Utenſils for Work, with no other Deſign, bur 
that he may ſpend his Time either in Sleep or 
Riot If 'they will nor, I ſhall ask, how they 
would like a Servant that ſhould ſoabſurdly per- 
vert their Intentions? And,according to the Antwer 
they giveto that, leave them to conclude of their 
own Acceptableneſs with their Great Maſter; 
who not only in a ſingle Inſtance, bur in an ha. 
bitual courſe, behave themſelves as prepoſterouſſy 
I cannot ſee how ſuch a RefleRion, if made with 
any Scriouſneſs, can miſs of being atrended with i 
a {evere Sclf-condemnation. And then that hs! 1 
ing ſo proper a Baſis and Ground-work, ſhould, x 
methinks, by a kind, even of natural Energy, I 
invite them to ſuperſtru&t on it more Noble and! 1 
Chriſtian Purpoſes; that they who are ſo apt tw n 
expect Adoration from others, fo willing to k. t 
Idoliz'd, way nor yet any longer be willing to br j 
indeed Idols ( have months and ſpeak not, exc. Pſa, a 
135. ) as many unactive Powers, as thoſe have. 
Organs, but may rather aſpirc to ſome degree of n 
Reſemblance to that Divine Eſſence, whole Ope! . 
rations atc as Inceflant as Excellent, and by ay bi 
unintermitted Induſtry in employing thoſe Ad! fh 
vantages God hath pur into thcir hands, aſiver. ti 
this Delign in beltowing them. tr, 
fa 
th, 
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or SECT. IV: 


et The Branches of his Calling founded in the 
at firſt Advantage, that of Education. 


[; 


| . | h 
ly. | PRESUME it is by this time rendred 
ich ſufficiently evident, that a Gentleman hath 4 
ith Callng; itis now ſeaſonable to adyance, and ſhew 
be! That that s, And of this the.Ground hath al- 
11d,} ready been laid in the laſt Seijon by rhe Enume* 
gy} ration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he poſleiks ; 
and! Which being thole Talents commitred to his Ma- 
to: nagery, his Calling will be the moſt exaRly ana- 
be. tomized and diſtributed into ts parts,by unfold- 
be. ing thoſe ſeyeral Branches of his Receits, and ex- 
P[d; amining what Improvements cach of them is 
ave. capable of, which, as ſo many diſtin Limbs; 
c od! make up the entire Body of his Calling. 
pe: . 2. THIS I ſhalldo, notonly in the groſs, 
7 a0; bur ſeverally, through every one of them, and 
Ad fhall rake the liberty of doing ir with the Addi- 
we. tion of a double RefleQtion ; the one on rhe con- 
trary Prattice, the orher on the Pleaſure and Satis- 
faction char will infallibly attend che diſcharge of 
ths Duty. | 
.3-.1 BEGIN with thatof their Education ; 
C 1. the former part whereof commonly commences 
35 timely as the firſt _— of their Reaſon. 
z Fr 
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Ir is ſo creditable a thing to have Children put in- 


to an carly nurture, that there are few Parents (o 
careleſs of their own reputation, as to negled it | 


bur do either by themſelves, or ſome others, to 
whom they aſlign the charge, put them under 


ſuch a Diſcipline as may break their natural rude | 
neſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility, and teach them that firſt Fun. | 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu-| 


ture inſtractions muſt be built. And this is an 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed! 
ing parts of Education, but toward the regulari| 
ty of the whole life. For by having their Infant 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more tame and governable ever after. The next 


part of Education, is Erudition and inſtruction, 
and under a Succeſſion of this they are for many) 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gentl+) 
man, bur will commit his Son to thecare of ſons! 
Turor, eithcr at home or abroad, who at firſt in 
ſtills thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tendera 
years, and as Age matures their parts, ſo adyar 
ccs his Lectures, till he have let them in to thok 
ſpacious Ficlds of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight. This is th 
Tree of Knowledge, upon which there licsno inter 
d:t: which inltructs nor, as that in Ee» did, b 
fad and coſtly expericnce, bur by fair and ſafein; 
tuitions, and may well be looked on as a princi 
pal plant in that Paradiſe wherein Ged hath place 
this rank -of Men. | 
4 THESE two parts of Education _-_ 
ualits 
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qualifie a Man for many excellent purpoſes. Ir 
will be impoſſible to enumerate all, becauſe a 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, muſt yer owe 
the opportunities of many aQions to outward cir- 
cumſtances and occaſions, which being various 
and accidental, can with no certainty be brought 
into the account. Bur abſtrating from rhele, 
there are divers more intrinſick benefirs which 
nothing but a Man's ſelf can fruſtrate; and thoſe 
alone 1 ſhall inſiſt on. 
5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated is berter 
prepared to reſiſt all Errors that may invade his 
Underſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
polition, and diſcover the infirm and feeble 
parts; and fo is not to be impoſed upon by ſuch 
ſlight Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of che 
vulgar. This Advantage, it is apparent he hath, 
and it is his duty ro make uſe of it, ro examine 
cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
give up his aſſcntto it, and not to betray his Rea» 
lon, cither to his Sloth, by ncgleCting to giveit 
a competent diſcuſſion ; or to his Intercit, by 
electing Tenents rather by their profitablenels 
than their Trurh. This ccrtainly 1s che leaſt that 
is ſuppolable to be required of chem in this parti- 
cular, and (urc it is ſo modcrate an injunction, as 
the moſt murtinous humour can have no temp= 
tation to quarrel at. For who could think him a 
ſevere impoſer who having furniſhed a Man with 
a light ro dirct him through ſome dark patllage, 
ihould only require him nor to blow it out? 
C 3 6. AND 
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6. AND as he hath this Advantage inreſpe& 
of his Underſtanding, ſo hath he, in the ſecond 
place, inrelation to his Will : Which though itbe 
a frec Faculty, and conſequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined ro any thing, yer ir is capable of 
Perſuaſions and Inducements,and is uſually bend- 
ed and inclined by them. Ir muſt therefore be 
a fair ſtep towards the reifying of the Will, 
when the IntelleCt is ſtored with Arguments and 
Incentives to Goodneſs. And this Learning muſt 
be ſuppoſed to provide for, unle(s we will ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Morality and Di- 
vinity; for each of thoſe will yield Variety of 
ſuch Arguments. Moxality will preſent Virtue # 


perfealy amiable in it ſelf, and to fir to be embre | 


ccd forits own ſake: And not only fo, butalſoa 
highly profitable and advantageous to us, as be 
ing that which gives the ſublimeſt PerfeRion to 
our Natures, the ſweeteſt Reſt and Tranquility to 
our Minds; and, in a word, a full Satisfaction to 
all our Rational Appetites, Divinity confirms 
all rhis, and ſuperadds what infinircly tranſcends 


it, the Affurance of rhole crernal and gloriousRe | 


wards in another World. And thelc ſurcly ar 
tuch tempting alcives, as are very proper to at-; 


tract che Will ro chuſe what appears thus excel 


lent, thus deſirable, provided they be juſtly re 
ro—_ to it, And the doing thar, the pret: 
ing theſe Motives home upon the Will, and that 
in Retfuration of all thc contrary deceivable pre: 
tentions of Vice, is the firſt partof rheir Obligz 


tion, ' Bur then there is alſo a ſecond, and tha 
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is, that they permit themſelves to be perſuaded 
by ſuch efficacious Arguments, and aCtually con- 
form their Wills ro theſe Dictates of their Under. 
ſtanding ; that is, that they really and effetively 
be fuch Men, as their Education directs and re- 


quires them to be: Which being the Work of their 


Wills, *ewill be abſurd to plead Impoſlibility or 
Infirmity, ſince *tis manifeſt they may if they 
will ; which is ſuch a degree of Liberty, as lerves 
in all other Inſtances to denominate a Man a free 
Agent, and ſuch as all Puniſhments and Rewards 
both Divinc and Humane arc founded on. 

7. A THIRD Advantage is in Relation to 
his Aﬀettions; which being rhe inferior and more 
brutiſh part of che Man, arc yet ſo imperuous and 
aſſuming, thar they arc very apt to uſurp the Do- 
minion over the nobler Faculties; and where they 
gain it, the Event is anſwerable to whar we ſcein 
States, where the common People have wreſted 
the Scepter, all is put into Confuſion. Now thar 
which may prevent theſe civil Broils in the Soul, 
and ſecure the Government to the proper Sove- 
reign, may well be reputcd an Advantage. And 
to this, nothing merely Humane is more condu- 
cing than Fducation. For, firſt, that carly Diſci- 
plinc which we preſumed, one parr of it puts a 
Bridle into the Mouths of thelc head-ſtrong Paſli- 
ons, which by many repcared Acts of reſtraint at 
laſt forget their native Ferity, and become more 
calm ahd traftable. Burt then Erudition com 

leats this Conqueſt, backs this unruly Beaſt, and 
Dy a dexterous Managery not only reſtrains, bur 
> guides 
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guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſeful 
purpoles, renders thele mutinous rebels not on- 


ly captivated ſlaves, bur good Subjects, obedis | 


ent to the laws of Realon. All this, Education is 
of it (elf aptly dil oled rodo, if Men will not take 
che Beaſts part againſt ir cncourage him to 
plunge till ke hive rn the Rider. And all 
that 1s in cis p?*- .uiar required of them, is but 
to hola fait thoſe reins that are thus pur into 
their hands, ro keep their 4fettionsinluch a juſt 
ſubjection that they may «<eccive, not give laws. 
Thus we ſce the influence which Education hath 
on all the eſſential parts of a Man's mind. And 
were it here fo immured and cloſed up, that it 


could make no fallics at all thence, did the foul, ! 
like Grdeon's fleece ingrols all this precious dem;| 


yer whillt that reccived ſuch liberal infuſions, it 
would irrctragably evince this to be no mean in 
conſiderable advantage. Bur it is indeed impol- 
ſible ic ſhould be to confin'd ; for if it be permit: 
ted ro make theſe impretſions within, as heat in 
the ccatre fails not ro diffuſe it (elf ro rhe circum 
ference; ſo certainly will it extend and manifel 
it (elf in the more vilible cfccts ; all the the pro 


duQts and emanartions of a mind thus regulated; 
will own their original, bear the image of rhett! 


Parent. 

8. AND firſt his B-haviour will be affable 
and civil, not inlolent and imperious ;* as one 
that knows Humanity and gentlencls is a cont 
mon debt to Mankind, and therefore will not 
tluak fic to contract or dam up his civility into 10 
IY 4 narro\ 
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narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſell into com- 
plement, and mean flattery rowards thole above, 


+ | and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on thoſe be« 
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neath him bur diſperſe irs ſtreams (o, that all 


: Channels may be filled with ir. Tis true, the 


depth of ſome will require a greater proportion to 
that filling than others ; and there 'ris not to be 
doubred but he may be more liberal ; only in the 
mean time the ſhallower are not to remain dry, 
Let the incquality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of rhe Subjects, not from the par- 
iality of the Agent, and he prevaricatcs no part 
of his duty in this marter. 

9. SECONDLY, his Words will be tem- 


+ perate and decent, the produt of Judgment, not 


of rage, For he that hath calmed his paſlions, 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh, angry, or 
rude language: this is a foam which is calt up 
only by the billows of a turbuleat rempeſtuous 
mind ; and can never be the ifſucs of a (erenc 
compoſed temper. To this it is but proportiona- 
ble, that they be alſo weighty and material. A 
wiſe Man's words, \(aith the Son of Sirach ave 
weighed in the balance, and therefore he that hath 
improved his Education to that pitch of profici- 
ency, will ſurely look his difcourlc be ſuch, as 
may anſwer that character,. which muſt at the 
leatt ſuppole it ro have fomething of folidity, no 
Man ever attempting to put froth and bubbles in- 
to the Scales. And not only (0; burir mult alſo 
prelume it to have ſomething of ule and value; 


| for, whoever takes pains to weigh what for its 


ulcfulncts 
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Uſeleſneſs and Mcanneſs he intends to caſt out ag 
refuſe 2 And both theſe Qualifications arc very 
eſſcntial Parts of a Gentlemar's DialeRt, the one 
oppoled to light and fooliſh, the other ro unſea- 
ſonable Diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing 
of weight ( unleſs it be that of a Burthen to the 
Hearers) fo the other can have nothing of Uk, 
nor conſequently of Worth, that being to be mex- 
ſured by the Apraeſs of it to the Perſons to whom 
it is addreſſed. It ſhould be the Endeayour 
thoſe whom God hath enducd with Knowledge, 
to convey as much of Benefit and Inſtruction to 
others asthey can : In order whereunto 'tis nece{ 
ſary they adapr their Speech ro the Capacities of 
thoſe they treat with, otherwiſe let them diſcourk 
never {o claboratcly , they will rather confound 
than edific, and appear to alfe&t more to boal, 
than communicate their Knowledge. 

10, LASTLY, his Employments will & 
worthy and ingenuous. A Man that hath this i# 
ward Nobility of Mind ſuperadded ro that of hi 
Birch, will abhor to bufic himſclt vicioufly orim 
pertincntly ; he hath thoſe Qualifications, whic! 
render him uſctul, and he mutt give himſelf chok 
Exerciſes, whereby he may become the moſt cms 
nently fo. If by juſt Authority he be allignedrtc; 
any publick charge, he is to cmbrace it cheartut 
ly ; not as a Prize cither ro Ambition or Cove 
rouſnc(s, bur as an Opportunity of Virtue; ! 
Sphere whercin he may move the moſt vigoroull 
jn the Service of GOD and Is Countrey, But thi 


happening bur ro few, it 15 neceſſary he has! 
(om! 
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ſome other reſerve ot Action And ſuch ſurely, 
he that induftriouſly deſigns ir, cannor want : 
Wherein, tho' perhaps his Influence will not be 
ſo general as in that, yer, ir may fall yery au» 
ſpiciouſly on many. And when all rhole Occas 
ſions are exhauſted roo, when all dire Opera- 
tions arc at a ſtand, he may yer berake him to 
che reflex'd, employ his Activity upon himſelf, 
which will always remain a proper Object of his 
Induſtry, he being though a rich, yer ſtill ſuch 
an improvablc Soil, as will encourage and re- 
ward his Husbandry, though never ſo often re- 
peared, And now I ſhall preſume ir appareng, 
That Education is a moſt cſtimable Treature, a 
precious Mine that contains fo many rich Veins. 
O, why ſhould any rhar poſſeſs ir, ſuffer cthem- 
ſelves to be poor, meerly for want of Diligence 
in digging out the Ore ? 

11. AND would to GOD that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, {ſuch as none were concerned 
in. Bur they that look on the Manners of many 
that have had this happy Inſtitution, will find 
too great Cauſe ro wonder and bewail , that fo 
hopetul a Sceds-time ſhould produce fo lender, 
nay ſo degenerate a Crop : As if Fob's Curſe were 


| here exemplified, Fob 31 qo. Thiſtles to grow in 


ftead of Wheat, and Cockle in ſtead of Barley. Plus 
tarch tells us of a Yoice frozen in the midſt of a 
River, that became audible by the Thaw, and ap- 
plics it to Moral Precepts taught in Youth, bur 
attuated by Age. The Simile ſpeaks him to 
have lived in better Times: For in theſe, the Voice 
| | diſſolves 


C 
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diſfolves with the Ice, leaves not ſo much as an 
Echo behind it. Men now make it the buſinck 
of their riper years, to unravel not the follics, but 
the learning of their youth : no ſooner are they 

ot from under the Diſcipline of others, bur the 
FO aCt of it they exercile, i5 upon thoſe notion; 
which bave been inltilled into them. And here 
thoy arc ſuch ſevere Li&ors, that the mildeſt in 
fliction is to gag and bind them, deprive then 
both of voice and motion. Nor are they ordins 
rily ſarisficd with this, bur as if they feared t 
would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome ad 
vantage to break loole again, thcir final doom 
Oftraciſm, they and their Lineage; all ſober Coun 
ſels derived from them are utterly expulſt, ſors 
tally raced out of their minds, that not the leal 
footſteps of them remain. And all this under th 
name of Pedantry, a title, which it is probabl 
their great averieneſs to their Teachers ſuggel 
ro them, as the molt patherick reproach; as! 
they meant now to be revenged on Learning anc 
Tutor together, for attempting ro make then 
wiſe againſt their wills. 

12 AND now when the root is thus ſtock 
up, there is iittle expeftation of Fruit, Ani 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fore 
mentioned effe.ts of Education, will be more di 
appoint.d, then Chriſt lcemed to be by the Fig-trt 
thac though Fruitl:ſs, yet aftorded Leaves. BY 
here we are not to hope for {o much; no ſign thi 
ever there was ſuch a plant in the ſoil. Leru 
briefly review thoſe ſevcrals, and {ce what of the! 
is ordinarily to be be met with, 13. At 
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is commonly by the ſame Engine, wherewith 
they caſt oft Truth, viz. their inconſideration of 
both, as not being able to cndure ſo much ſeri» 
ouſneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve toex- 
ter them of any Opinion. They have tranſplan» 
ted their diſcerning faculty from their intelle to 
their Senſes, and find it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant 
imployment, that it can never be at leiſure to re» 
yert to Scholatick diſquiſitions. They can dif- 
cern exactly the moſt minute Error in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the 
Laws of the Mede, are moſt exquiſite Judges in 
all that relatcs to vanity or pleaſure, and can the 
ever think fit to trouble their heads ( whole leait 
Lick muſt not for a world be diiturbed ) with ab- 
{truſer ſpeculations, who have found outſo much 
a more calic excrciſe of their facultics? if any 
ſhall rhink this charater partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall beſcech him to compare it with the true 
ſtare of our young Gallants inthis point, and then 
upon the ſame account that cold and ſcanty prai- 
les go for derraction, I thall expect this very im- 
pertect and partial acculation may pals for a Pa- 
ncgyrick. 

14. NEXT for the regulation of their Wills, 
that advantage depends 1o much on the former, 
that of their Underitandings, that what cyacuates 


tha 
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that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to do the ſame | 


for this alſo. It is not imaginable that he who 
hath defaced all his Principles, whether Moral or 


Divine, or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders | 


them, thould receive any influence from them, 
fince they operate not but by a diſtin Applica- 


tion. And here ſhould | 25k many Gentlemen; | 


when they ever {o much as atremptcd any rhing 
of this ſort, 1 fear they would be forced to quarret 
at the Incivility of the Qucttion, ro evade the 


Neceſlity of an{wvcring it. Bur GOD knows their | 


Actions {peak too loud, rhar their Buſincls is to 
obey, nor to preicribe; to fulfil, not regularte 
their Wills, Nay indeed 'tis too frequent; that 
in ſtead of comforming their Wills to their Prin- 
Ciples, they model and transform their Principles 
to their Wills, herein verifying Ariſtotle's Obler- 
vation, That Pleaſures arc corruptrve of Principles 
And ſo by this onc Arr of Inverſion, the face of 
Things is quite changed; Virtuc which theit 
Books repreſented ro them as lovely and ho# 
nourable, is now tlrought to have gained that 
Luſtre only by the Flattcry and Varniſh of che 
Painters, and fo is decried as the moſt unamiable, 
deſpicable Creature: And on the other ſide, all 
the contrary Vices are taken from under that black 
Veil, Philoſophers or Divincs have put upon 
them , and are furbiſh'd and trimm'd up, ſer to 
open view, asSthe molt {plendid, glorious Things, 
the moſt adorning Accompliſhments ofa Gentleman, 
ts, AND to kcure this Trani{muration, cven 
GOD Himlſcf muil have his parc in it, be con- 
eluded 
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| cluded to have been all this while miſ:repreſented 


in thoſe CharaQters of Purity and Fuſtice, his 
Word has made of him, and to have laid no 
ſuch ſevere reſtraints upon Men, as that rells us 
of. That Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denial, Morti= 
ffeation, &c. were but the Creations of ſome 
melancholy Recluſes, who would then enviouſly 
impoſe thoſe bands upon others, wherewith they 
had fooliſhly fetter'd themſelves; that God is more 
indulgent to Mens Appctites, which they may ſa» 
tiare here, as they pleaſe, without rhoſe future 
dangers Preachers fright them with. Thar this 
is the new Gentile Divinity, we need not appeal 
to Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming 
it, not Wirhout much ſcorn and contempt of 
their eaſic ſimplicity, who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yer as if this would nor (ufficiently 
provide for impicty, as if they were conſciousof 
that abſurdity, which indced there is in defining 
God an abcttor and favourcr of vice, many have 
advanced a ſtep higher, taking a more compendi- 
ous courlc,and ſince they cannot bring God over 
to their party, make him ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheiſts. Of this there are coo coo many inſtan- 
ccs, and 'tis to be feared will be many more, 
whilſt ro all other ſenſual allurements that opini- 
on makes to its Proſelytes, this is added, that 
it is become a creditable thing, the badge and ſig- 
nature of a modern Wit, thus to be one of David's 
Fools, in ſaying, There is no Ged. 


16, IN 


32 THE GENTLEMAN's CALLING. © 


16. IN the next place, ler us deſcend to the ' 
Aﬀections, and ſee what cttets of their educa- | 
tion is diſccrnible there. And truly that (cems 
to be no other, than what is obſervable of a dam, | 
bur ro intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, | 
which ſo ſoon as it is cither removed or born | 
down, the torrent guſhes with ſo much the greater * 
violence, for having had that oppoſition: ſo here, ! 
when the reſtraints, which bridlcd their minori- 
ty, are taken off, their Paſſions ſwell to a hight | 
degree of impetuolity, they ceaſe to be Boys! 
and Men together, the Man is diſmounted, looſes | | 
the Reins, and is dragg'd whither the fury of the | 
Beaſts directs. A fad change, yer daily too viſ+ | 


ble in many : foralas, what 1s more ordinary than 
ro ſee Gentlemen, undcr the Dominion of thc{! 
brutiſh Appetites? Sometimes tranſported by a 
Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay, Dar 
TY: ſomcrimes hurried by a Luft like the Pi) , 
(4 
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/t Perſon, Mark 9. 2.2. through Fire and Water, be 1 
moſt de{perate deſtructive attempts, and have! 
nothing but Rottenneſs and Dilcale as the find 
prize of all thoſe difhcult Adventures; ſome-! 
rimes drowned in {winiſh Jntemperance ; and! 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earth, buried! 
as it werealive by ſordid Covetouſnels, as if they} ,, 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence,! 
yer the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, in! ;,. 
being rorn 1n pieces by nid Beaſts, Oh, thatthey' 1 
might once be brought to relinquiſh this ablur! 1; 
fortirude, that thoſe who laugh ar the precepts! þy; 
turning the other Cheek, Mat. 5.39. would nd! 
her 


m 
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here infinitely over-acted ; and give up themſelves 


| tobe Buffered, yea Slaughtercd by theſe rheir cru- 


elleſt encmics, nor be ſuch Platonick lovers of 
Martyrdom, as to chuſe only this, whereto there 
is no Crown annexed, but what is worn in the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. 

17. AND now fince we are thus to ſeek of 


+ theſe inward cflects, we can wirh no reaſon hope 


for any of thoſe outward, which are rhe rcſulrs 
and conſequences of theſe. And then *rwill be 


* no wonder to obſcryc Gentlemen behave rhem- 


ſelves diſdainfully and imperiouſly, as if they 


| could not ſer a juſt yalue on themſelves, withour 
: the unjuſt contempt of others. *Tis true indeed, 


this is commonly a wind that blows butone way, 
down the hill; only upon thoſe below them, up- 
wards they breath gentler gales; it being one of 
their moſt ſtudied faculties, to perform all acts 
of the moſt ſupcrerogating Civility to tholc 


; aboye them. Bur when that Civility is through- 


ly ſcann'd, it will prove a greatcr injury than 
the contrary Rudenels; 'tis made up of ſuch hol- 


: low profeſſions, ſuch groſs flatterics as arc 


much worſe than reproaches, nay icldom fail to 


; be aftually ſeconded with them ; there being no- 


thing more uſual, than to rcvile and deriderhoſe 


} at adiſltance, whom when preſcnr, they admirc 
! and adore, And theſe now become luch eſtential 


indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of cither inevitably betrays a man to the 
title of a filly Ruſtick ; Flatrcrics and Deſpilings 
being the two contrary elements, whercof he, 

D whom 


whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be com- 
pounded. 

18. THIS gives an account alſo of ſome part 
of his DialeF, which thus far anſwers little ro 


thoſe requiſite qualifications, Wejght and Uſe. | 


fulneſs ; there being nothing more- trivial or uſe- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 


*rwere well if no worſe Epithers belonged to them. | 


Bur if we look alſo into the reſt, they will ordi- 
narily appear to carry proportion with theſe: 
"Tis every man's obſervation, that no ſpring mil 


riſe bigher than its firſt head; and then words be- 


ing but the iſſucs of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, 'tis no 
wonder if the diſcourſe be light and airy, 'Twere 
calic to exemplific in the ſeveral ſorts of it adap- 
red tothe ſeveral humours of men ; bur'tis alſolo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact b 

tranſcribing the impertinence too. Bur what ſuch 
frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ſerious 
may become by accident: And thus we ſec itthe 
infirmity of ſome, who fo far retain their Edu- 


cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed ' 


to vent their plenty fo unſcaſonably or attcedly, 


that it produces nothing of benefit ro the hearers, | 


bur rebounds injuriouſly with the aſperſion of 
vanity upon themlelves. 
19, BUT luch is the miſery of this Age, that 


it were a fair compoſition, if Gentlemen could be | 


perlwaded ro reduce their Diſcourſe only to a 
privative fort of Ilincls, 'twere ſomewhat tolc- 
rablc, if as on the one ſide they did not miniſlcr 
Grace, 
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Grace, Eph. 4. 39. fo onthe other they did nor 
breath infeRtion on the hearers. Bur alas! what 
are all thoſe prophane ſcoffings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent among them, but-as ſo many blaſts and 


| malevolent vapours to-nip and deſtroy the | an 


Qice of; it? and ſo we ſee it roo commonly does 
among thoſe whoſe greener refletions: ſer them 
not-aboye their malignant influence, How does 
their immodeſt ; and. obſcene talk difperſe and 


; ſcatter cheir own impure fires, to the inflaming 


of others? And whilſt they inſcribe upon theſe 


| Poyſons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 


Eſprit ; they do net only remprt men: greedily to 
be _— bur even Jefame al ctlings the 
Wit they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs for 
all ſavage rudeneſs to range in, and make as ma- 
ny Candidates for that reputation, as there are 
impious and beſtial men in the world. And to 
this ſort of Wit, they have found out a very pro- 
portionable Rherorick, 1 mean that of rhcir 
Vaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, which ſo 
orerſpreads their language, that ( like a pro- 


' fuſe Embroidery that even quite hides rhe 


Stuffe) ir becomes the moſt remarkable part of 
it, *Tis not a little ſtrange how this fouleſt de- 
formity hath gotten to pals for an embelliſhment 
and ornament of Stile; bur that it doth fo, is 
very viſible not only from the no pretence of 


* Other remptation ro it, bur allo from that at- 


k&ed and ſtudied variery obſervable among 
them, as if they had the ſame concernment for 
their Diſcourſe, which they have for them-+ 


D ? {olyes, 


——_—— 


ſelves, viz. that it may every Year appear in 
ſome new piece of Dreſs, have fome Oarths freſh 
minted to ſer it off. 

. 20. TO all theſe we may add their vain 
Boaſlings and aſſumings, which are often {o de- 
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plorably ridiculous, that 'tis doubrful whether 


more pity or contempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has croit the Seas to fetch 
a Feather and Faxtaſtick Mien, brags more of 


his Travels, than if he had palſs'd the Line, and | 
felt rhe ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And up- | 


on the ſtrength of this he takes authority to im- 
pole on others the moſt ablurd and incredible Re- 
lations; yer ſtill impoling more pcrniciouſly on 


himlelf, z. e. a bclicf that he appears very illuſtri- | 
ous and glorious in all this, and on that conf » 


dence the {miles which his Auditors mean in 
(corn, ſhall be taken in applauſe of him, and (o 
cncourape thoſe follics they deridc. 


21, INDEED where this yain humour | 


dwells, it will betray it ſclf in innumcrablcinde- 
ccncics of {pecch; bur never docs it give it (elf a 
fuller or worlc character, than when it Icts looſe 


to anger and rage, one of the molt genuine and | 


fruittul branches of this birtcr root. An«l rhis we 
ſrcquently ice overflow in all the invenomed rc- 
proachful language imaginab'e, fuch as one 
would wondcr thould fall from the month of any, 
whole education had not been wholly barbarous; 
an inverted kind of Eloquence, whereto lome, 


who have been taught the rules of bzteer Rhcto- | 


rick, have a fluency great 
22,1} 


| 
| 
[ 


SeR. IV. ' Advantage of Education. {þ- 37 


' 22. IF now we ſhould proceed totake a view 
n' of their Imployments, there 1s little doubt but that 
ſh Tekel, Dan. 5. 27. might be a proper inſcription 
' | onthem, yeaa mild one too, Lightneſs and Va- 
n | nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
&  entinthem. And this is but a natural inference 
T from the former: for ſince the Principle of Adti- 
4 ons as well as Words is within, it will certainly 
h operate alike in both; as Water ſent from one 
f fountain through (cvecral pipes, is the ſame, and 
d | hath equal vertucs or faults in each. It were too 
” | calietogive as particular an account of theſe as 
the former; but foreſecing an occalion to do that 
in another place, I ſhall transfer ir chicher, as not 
" ' deſiring to itcrate the importunity on lo ungratc- 
” } fula Subjea. 

"* 23. AND now he that ſhall conſider, that 
all this is but the partial Image and repretentati- 
on of thole, who have had that Education we (o 
much magniticd, will (urc be eempted ro ask Fu- 
axs's queltion, Ad quid peraitio hec : Why was all 
this waſte of Diſcipline and Literature: To whar 


: purpole was {o coltly a foundation laid, when rhe 
7 luperſtruCture is in the Apoltle's phrale, 1 Cor. 3. 

| 12, nothing bat hay and ſtubble > And I doubt ma- 
* | ny defeated Parents havecaulc to makethis com- 
| plaint: but 1 fear allo divers of them may with 


juſtice accuſe themliclves as Accetlorics to their 
' | owndilappointments, who by an ovcr-haſty de- 
* | lireof lecing their Sons men, Jo at once antici- 
' | pate and fruttrate their hopes, cvacuate the be» 
yetit of many ycars Education, by taking them 
3 r00 
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too ſoon from under its benign influence. Which | 
rhough it uſually ſpring from immoderare indul- ; 


gence, is yer _— the greateſt ſeverity ; for 
what can be more {o, than to ric them to all the 
labour and toil of the Seeds-rime, force their 
Childhood to that ſtudy and intention of which 
that giddy age is moſt impaticnt, and rhen ſnatch 
them away at the Farveſt ; ſuffer them to con- 
verſc no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving either delight or profit 


by it? Thus of late ir hath been the merhod of | 


Breeding, to poſt them with an inconvenient 
ſpeed from one ſtage to another, many times 


bringing them too toon to the Univerſity, but | 


much ofcner raking them roo early from it, be- 
fore they have near gained what they came thi- 
ther to furniſh themſelves with. And from thence 
the next ſtep js over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, which lic crude in their 


brains, but have wanted maturity of years to di- | 


geſt into their manners. Indced 'ris nor imagi- 
nable how they ſhould retain chem, they being at 
their coming abroad ſolemnly put in a dire 


courle of forgetting ſpeedily whar they formerly | 
learnt, their whole time being then by order to be | 


raken up in other unſpeculative exerciſes, where- 


in if they do happen to attain to ſome eminency, ' 


yet 'tis fure buta dry exchange for what they quit 
for it, Bur then 'ris not one in twenry that ar- 
riveto that: the negligence of Governours, or 
rheir own hcadincſs, when they find 'the rein 


thus flackned, often makes their progrels little 
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| in any thing they are appointed to; bur inſtead 
; of that, they run a full career in all debauchr 


pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant tothe high- 
eſt proficiency. 1 ſay not this. to decry 7ravel- 
ling in general, but only the unſeafonable time 
that is choſen for ir. He that would really im- 

ove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
uch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 

ing education,his judgment is ſcrled and quali- 
hed ro make uſeful obſervations, his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capable of 


| allthe good, Foreign climes can afford, and ſe» 


cured from the infetion of the ill; like a Load- 
ſtone, attract things of weight only, and” nor 


| like Jer, draw nothing bur chaff and ſtraws. Bur 
* I confeſs this a digreſſion, and therefore return 


to thoſe who have rhus imbezled this precious 
Advantage, (and who have roo much of their 
own wills in it, to be able to transfer the guilt up- 


- + on any error of their Parents) beſeeching them 


{(crioully to lay to heart this their fo ruinous ill 
husbandry, and to let at laſt ſome better fruirs of 
thar ſeed appear; not to ſuffer a picce of Plate 


' | left to the School or Colledge, ro be the only 


Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and to 
bring thoſe Societies under rhe reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, of profeſſing learning bur im- 
parting none, of having taken ſomething from 
them without giving them any valuable conſide- 
ration, making them any proporrtionable rerurns. 
Bur that they would at laſt take up, this Talenr 
thus long buricd in the napkin, and yer falla tra. 


70 THE GENTLEMAN's CALLING. © 


ding with it. And though the time they haye 
loſt ſhould render them deſperate of the rewary | 
of the Ten Cities, 'tis yet motive enough to indy. 
{try, ro reſcue themlelves from rhe tcntence «f| 
the Slothful Servant. And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate berween reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſclf from 
rxhe one puts himſelf likewiſe into a certain ca 
pacity of the other. Bur belides all he is to cx | 
pect hercafter, he is ſure at the time of a very fair | 
Antepalt of pleaſure here, which he will imme- | 
diately recap from it, as the firſt-fruits of rhe fu- 
rure rich harveſt, which though the Law com- 
manded to be Sacriticed, yet ſuch isthe indulgence 
of the Goſpel, that it exacts nothing, but that men 
would themſelves cnjoy them. 

24 FOR ſuch is the admirable goodncls of 
God, that hc is gencrally plcaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Etcrnal, but Tem: 
poral concernments, for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly 
upon revcriions, he hath been plealcd to put 
lomewhat of preſent guſt and rcliſh upon every 
part of duty. *Lhis might be evidenced diltinct- | | 
ly through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre- | | 
cepts, his Toke 1s an eafie, nay, gracious Toke ; his | 
Frrden a light burden, Matt. $1.28. And from this | | 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient to |! | 
alhrm the like of this particular | am now upon. | + 
bzyrit may be yer more clcariy evinced, by reticct» |! | 
ing on the {cycral improvements of this Talent, | | 
which have been mentioned, as the Duty of all | | 
thoſe that poſkets it. - 25; AND | 


_— 


-& 


— — 


Sect IV. Advantage of Education. 41 


25. AND firſt, for that of an acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, I nced appeal no further 
than to common V ote, to have that pronounced 
a very deſirable thing, it being hard to pick our a 
man of ſuch an avowed brutzlity, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yer profeſs ro cſteem ir. 
And we may belicye them in earneſt, if from no 
other argument, yet from this, that cvery man 
afſes the reputation of being Wiſe, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
ry is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
thing, than to be taxcd of Ignorance or Error, 
If any ſhall deny this, 1 ſhall ſuſpend his confura- 
tion till ſome body reproach him with folly, and 
then from the diſplealure he finds in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom. 
And inaccd why da good men look upon a fool 
with ſo much pity, and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a 
Credit 2 Nor is this the {cntence only of the vul- 
gar who ulually admire thole things molt, from 


| Which they ſtgnd at the greateſt diſtance, but 


elpecially -of rhe more dilcerning fort of men, 
who from cvcry taſtc they have had of it, have 
had their appetites (o railcd, that they have in- 
latiably thirited after the fuller draughts. This 
made to many of the old Phileſephers renounce the 
enjoyment of tholc ſenſual Pleatures, that offcr- 


; el themſclves, to go in queſt attet this one tran- 
| leendenr delight; and Solomon ro prefer this in 


lus elkction before Riches and Honour, the twa 
| principal 
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principal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the rect 


tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimo- | + 


ny. And now if this be in it ſelf fo valuable, fo | | 


raviſhing a thing, ſhall its being here conneQed 
with duty, prove ſuch an allay, as to deprive it 
of all rhe guſt? Certainly if it do, ir mult argue 
the palate very peryerſe and diſtemper'd : forto 
all other, that one conſideration would give a re 
liſh and favour to the drieſt, the moſt unpleaſant 
undertaking. The conſcience that I am now em- 


ployed as 1 ought is ſuch a refreſhment as is able | 


to ſweeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering. Shame is a thing to which humane 
narute hath an innate 'abhorrence, yer the 


Apoſtles made ir matter of joy when it befel them | 


for Chriſt's ſake, Atts 5. 4x. And ſhall this ble 
ſd Copy of theirs be transformed inſtead of 
tranſcrib'd ; Shall thoſe who have not ſo much 
Chriſtian patience, as to bear the lighteſt re- 
proach for him, have yet ſo much unchriſtias ſts 
idity, as to endure the greateſt in oppolition to 

im? Chuſe rather to be ignorant, when 'tis 


both their fin and ſhame, rhan wiſe, when 'tis | 


their duty and reward? Invert S. Paul's choice, 
and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to þe fo 
bim: If there be any ſuch Antipodes in our clime, 
their unhappineſs will yer ſerve to illuſtrare what 


they refulc co partake of, viz. the felicity of ha- 1's: 
| ee 
{ th 


ving performed this part of dury in the improve 
menr of the underſtanding. 
26, I N the next place the regularity of rhe 


Wil is extreamly both amiable and _ 
or 


: 
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« | For that being an uncontroulable faculty, if it be 
» | wrong ſer, what torrents of miſchief and confufi- 
| en does irlerin? If in all irs conceptions it per- 
| | mit the ſenſual appetite to lay, like Facob, its 
t pilled rods before it, all its births will be ring-ſtrea- 
e ted, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The ruinouſneſs of a 
perverſe will isſo generally underſtood, rhatthere 

* 3 nothing renders a maneven in common account 
t | more milerable and deplored. He whoſe Will 
» | runs counter to his Reaſon, every man is Aſtrolo- 
e | grrenoughtoread his deſtiny, and preſage his de- 
t | ſtruction. And by the undecent and pernicious 
effets of a diſordered, we may make an eſtimate 

e | of the beauty and advantage of a rectified Will. 
» | The former like a vicious improvident Gover- 
- | nour, cxpoſcs his Territories to a deluge, firlt of 
f | luxury, and then of ruine : bur this latrer like a 
h ' vertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſccures the 
>» innocence and felicity of his Subjets. Indeed 
»  itisthis alone that rcally and effectively gives us 
o  thepreeminence above Beaſts. They have choices 
is. 8 well as we, and they have affeRions, but 
is | wanting the higher principle of reaſon, their 
e, | choices are neceſſarily determined by their affe- 
o | ions. Now if we who have both, arc guided 
e, | only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate diſter 
at | from theirs, ſave only that our liberty makes us 
Q- \'ralty, whereas their neccſlity leaves them inno- 
& | cent? I preſume 1 nced ſay no more, to cvince 
| the happineſs of a well ordered Will, fince none 

e | can contelt it, but he muſt racitly confels nim- 
e. | ſelf weary of his humane nature, and emulous, 
MY not 
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not of a greater dignity, but of a degradationty 
that of the Brutes. 

27. AND as much may be ſaid concerni 
the Afettions, which if they be not curbed m 
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held in by the underſtanding, will have as free 
and uncontrouled a ſway in men, as they have in 
mere animals, but with worſe cffe&ts, by hoy 
much we haye more Objects to incite them, more 
Inſtruments w aQtuate them than thele have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no unplee-| 
{ant condition, let him yer further conſider, that 
this meramorphoſis is nor like the fancied trank: 
migrarion of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoled to 
aſlume the nature, and conſequently the paſſions | 
bur of onc beaſt alone: no, hcre is the whole 
Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, with all thei 
contrary appctites —_— combating one 
with another. He that hath rhe rapaciouſneſs 
a Welf, may yct have the timorouſnels of a 
Hare, and to is racked between the delire of ha 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 
luſt of a Goat, may yet have the intemperance | 
a Swine, and be diſtracted ro which of the appe- 
tites to give himſelf. He that hath che cruch 
ty of a 7yzcr, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many itk 
ſome delays, in attending an advantageous of 
porrunity. And ſo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uncali, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, to 
be in a ſtare of hoſtility, not only with other} 


men but with himſclf- Or whar can there necd, 
GY beyond 
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beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condicion to us? The ſubduing theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations is the Introducing Peace into 
2a Land, harals'd and waſted with inteſtine 
War: And fure none need be told ( at leaſt in 
this Age )- that that is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And I may with the ſame confidence appeal to 
the verdict of any who hath tried theſe two con- 
trary ſtares, and doubt nor but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. 

28. ALL I ſhall add is, in a joynt relation 
to this and the two former, by obſerving that il- 
luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
affections, make up a great part of the celeſtial 
happineſs. The Angels of /izht would no longer 
have right to that ritle, without cheſs. The ſþi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, were improperly (o 
ſliled, //cb. 12. 23. had they not received this ac- 
compliſhmenrt of rhcir nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, fo much rhe 
more {enſible anticipation have weof thole divine 
joys. And ſure thus to partake with Angels and 
Kaints, is to bc happy, and will be acknowledged 
lo by all, whole valucand withes of a Mahomeran 
Paradiſs render them not uncompetent to elti- 
mare thele purer and retincd plcalures. 

29. | F from hence we proceed to thoſe ont- 
wed effects, which arc the rclults of thele in- 
ward, we ſhall tind they are all full of delightand 
latisfaction. Courtclic and frendlincls of Be- 
kavicur 
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about, attract theieycs, and-hearts of, athers; but 
it, alſo reflects. with, chearful and, comfortable 

leams, upon, our ſelves. For, Man, being de- 
nd by God' for. a; ſpciable creatwe, hath ſuch 
propenſions and inclinations; put into him, as are 


proper to that, end.; and theſe are gratified and | 
pleaſed when we fo demean our ſelves, as may; : 


anſwer that. intention, towards , which nothing 


havjour does not only caſt glorious luſtre round | 


can be more. neceſſary than this Debonair and: | 


gentle carriage. For,thar allures people to ow | 


converſation, whereas the contrary roughneſs 
frights and detcrs them, (the churliſhnels of a 
Nabsl makes men, they cannet ſpeak to him 1 Sam, 
25.17.) it gives a man part of NeEuchadnezzar's 
fate, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing 
them to withdraw from him ; and that the worlt 
part of it too; the hairs like Eagles feathers and 
the nails like Birds claws, being much the lighter 
degree of the infliction, fit to pals for dreſs and 
ornament, compared with that more deforming 
diſguiſe this rugged temper puts upon a man. 


And as on the one ſide, this moroſity and ſour- | 
neſs of humour js very uneaſic, ſo on the other is | 


that form of fawning and flattering compliance, 


which ſome call Civility : It obliges men in ma- | 


ny circumſtances to renounce their caſe, their 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps 
them in ſuch covſtraint, that one may truly lay, 
a leſs meaſure of (elf-denial would ſerve to conlti- 
tute a man a good Chriſtian, than an exact Cour- 


tier; whercas he that keeps himſelf in a jult 
MCIn; 
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mean, neither drives away one ſort of company, 
nor buys the other ſo dear; he has a Standard» 
meaſure by which to diſpenſe his Civilities, vis. 
the qualitic and worth of the Perſons; and con- 
founds:not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutable rules of their expeRations, : So in the 
firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 


| whilſt the other is in ſome reſpet a Beaſt; in 


— 
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the ſecond he preſerves. himſelf a Freeman, whilſt 
the other is a Slave : And ſure I may refer it 
to. any mans deciſion, which is the plealanter 
ſtate. 

30. NEXT for the Words, 'tis' not: to! be 
doubted but that calm and temperate. Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſionate and ' 
rgeful; and thar not only in reſpect of decen- 
cy, bur caſe roo ; of which there needs no other 
teſtimony, than that viſible perturbation and- 
uneaſinels obſervable in all who are. under ſuch 
a tranſportation. So in like manner, when the 
words are pertinent and weighty, they give nor 
only more ſatisfaction to the hcarer, bur ro the 


| heaker alſo: This may be judged by the contra- 
If dilplacency men have at themlelves, when 
| they are conſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
or undecently. By ſatisfaction IL mean nor 


that yanity, which men too often affet of ſhew- 
ing their parts, bur a jult and fober complacency, 
ailing from the conlcicnce of having regulated 
ticir diſcourſe by the meaſures of a Wile man 
and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may 
of benctir, but cannot be of milchicf ro lus 
Audtirors, 
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Auditors. And this ſurely is a much more real | 


plealure than any can be had in the contrary 
kind of diale&t, If to this ir be objeed, that 


generally none arc ſo much delighted with their 
own diſcourſes, as they who talk the moſt yain- 
ly and abſurdly: I anſwer that cven theſe are 
not plcaſed with the vanity and abſurdity ; their 
pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it to 
be the quire contrary. And this helps ro evince, 
that ſolid and prudent {peaking gives (atisfadt- 
on, {ſince even the ſhadow and fiction of it can 
be made to yicld to it. 

- 31. LASTLY, for the Employments, they 
{yrely muſt afford moſt of contentment, when 
they are moſt noble and excellent : rhey do fo at 
the time in the dirct line, they having more of 
agrecablenels in che nature and dignity of a man; 
burthey do yer more {o in the refieftion, when a 
man looks back upon his day or weck ſpent, and 
finds his buſineſs has been worthy of him, it ex 
hilarates and revives him, caables him to pals 
his own approbation on |:imſelf, and as it were to 
anticipate the Fvge he jhall one day receive from 
his great Maſter. But he that gives himſelf 
only the idle advcrtilſements of a Child, or lets 
ro the baſer drudgerics of Viee, cannot reflect 
without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtood 


by ſuch perſons, that they arc tain ro take [anClu- | 


ary in a total incon{ideration, never daring to ask 
themſelves, what have I done? Which bears 
full ceſtimony ro the excellency and felicity 


of ingenuous Imploymcats, (ince they that de- 
cline 
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| line thoſe, are forced alſo to decline rhemſelves, 


grow out of their own acquaintance and know- 


| ledge. 


32. AND now what objeCtion can there lie ' 
againſt this duty, which is in all the parts of it 
ſo advantageous and cligible, that it becomes 
duty not only to God, bur even to themlelves, 
their own prelent intereſts and farisfaCtion,? 
Shall pleaſure it ſelf loſe irs Nature, adopt the 

operties of its direct contrary, and become irk- 
ome and abhorred, only becaule 'ris twiſted with 
Obedicnce 2? Is there {o perfect an Antipathy be- 
tween God and them, - that 'tis impoſſible rhey 
ſhould have the ſame objeCts of delight z Or can 
no Joys have any taſte with them, that are not 
the caules and forc-runners of erernal forrows 2 
This were ſuch a degree of perverinels, as com- 
mon Charity bids me not to cxpect; and 1 lee 
not what clſe can eyacuate rhe plcalure that at- 
tends the improvement of this Talent of Educa- 
tion, 

33- AFTER all this, I forclce it not im- 
poſſible chat ſome may plead an Exemption from 
this obligation, by affirming they want the 
ground ot it, that they never had this Education. 
| am nor willing to fanlic rhere have been lo ma- 
ny unjuſt and unkind Parencz as may qualthe 
any conſiderable number of Gert/:72x tor this 


Plca: But to thoſe few that can really make it. 


[ ſhall not think the foregoing Ditcourle wholly 
impertinent ; for, by thewing them che Advan- 
tagcs of what they lay they thus want, it may 1n- 

F cite 
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cite them (not ro murmur at the negligence of 
their Parents, but) to attempt the repairing of it 
by becoming their own Guardians, putting them- 
ſelves into Diſcipline, and by the itrict Laws of 
Realon governing and reſtraining thole Paſſions; 
which by the liberty of their breeding have got 
head, by this means ſupplying to themſelves the 
frſt part of Education: And the like may cer- 
tainly be done for the latter alſo, if they will bur 
depoſite that common crror, of thinking it more 


manly to be ignorant than to learn, and be con- | 


rent to put themſelves in a courſe of Erudition, 
Which a Man may do for himſclf in ls Cloſer, ds 
well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple ina 


School; and though he want many of thole Ad- | 
vantages the other hath, yer 'uis poſſible they | 


may bein a good degree ſupplicd by that induſtry 


and delire, which atl cholc arc fuppoled to have, | 


who are chus their own Pupils; and there want 
not inltances of the fſnccels of them who have 
thus atrempicd, but | contcis there arc too few 
Examples of the Attempt, Men being apt to fit 
clown contentedly under this want; whereas [ct 
the {ſame perions have an cntaricd |ilate alicna- 
ted from them by an act ot their | athers, they 
are not then ſo tume, but will {trup2ic to the ut- 
molt to recover thei rights. Yer certainly an 
Ingenuous Education 15 as properly the birthe 
nyhtof a Gintleran, as any the molt timly tele 
ſmcritance can bc: Why thoull they then ac- 
quicice in thar fo injurious an Alienation, aud not 
teck by all endcavours of thuir OW: to retric\le 
tins fo precious a Policiiion St.CT. 
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CHI. V. 


Of the ſecond Advantage, Wealth. 


ſider, is that of Wealth, which thatir 

is a bleſſing will I know readily be al- 
ſented to by all, Mens deſires and earneſt pur- 
ſuirs after ir ſufficiently evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of it. Yer though the Concluſion 
be right, it is to be doubred many infer it not 
upon duc Premiſſes. *Tis not Riches ſimply 
conſidercd that are rhe feliciry, much leis rhole 


x L, T' E ſecond Advantage we are to con- 


' luxuries, ro which they are often made to mini- 


ſer; bur rhey are like to a fertile ground, which, 
fleft without culrure, none bears to rank Weeds, 
but if rightly Husbanded, yiclds abundant profit ; 
andthus to manage and improve them is noronly 
the Interc{t but the Duty of all chole to whom 
God hath commirted rhem; this being the one 
deſigned Adyantage, for which they were in- 
trulted ro them. 

2. SEVERAL Improvements there are, of 


; Fhich they arc capable ; bur before | proceed to 


them, I muſt mention one part of Duty, as funda- 
mental to all the reſt. And that is the well hul- 
banding of them; not in a figurative, bur real 
lenſe, the having ſuch a provident care of thoſe 

E 2 goods 
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goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſt | 


a man, as may ſccure them from that Conſumpti- 
on, to which careleſne(s and ſloth will infallibly 
betray them. This ſurely is obligatory in many 
reſpets. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (I had almolt 
faid Gmvihry):to God, who having difpenc'd.them 


as a liberality, 'tis ingratitude, yea affront to 


give them no regard. Secondly, in Jullice to a 
Man's poſterity : He that has receiv'd a fair In- 


heritance from his Anceftors, if he ſuſkcr his ſu- | 


pine neglizence to cut of the entail, he defrauds 
choſe rhat were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that tronbler of his own houſe, to whom 
Solomon, Prov. 11. 29. afligns no orher Jnheri- 
tmce 'but the Wind, which is indeed all fuch aPer- 
ſon is hike to derive upon his Wiue, rhe common 
air being oftentimes their only Patrimony, 
Third!y, in order to all thoſe ends to which 
Wealth was deligned by God, which depend on 
this, as Accidents on their Subj-&ts, anc io are 
all at once evacuared and nulled by the iflipa- 


ting of that wherein rhey arc founded. All which | 


contiderations do naturaily inforce upon Men rhe 
necellity of a p: udent managery. 

3. THIS being ſuppoſed, and the perion ha- 
ving as in our Law-forms 1s uſual, coveranted to 


{land feiled of the Eftare, let us now (ec wiar arc ? 


the proper utes, to whicit it 15 to be limited, | 
IN the firſt place we may rank that of con! 
tentednels in his portion ; which though to one 
that 15 {er to wreltlc with want it myghr leem a 
hard precept, vert to 11m that flows with abut 
GAINCE 
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53 
dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficulr injuntion, if experience did: not teſtifie, 
that contentment is oftentimes as great a ſtranger 
in Pataccs as Cotrages. 

4 OF this excellent both Verruec and Felicicy, 
there are tw parts, the one a chearful enjoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently (I 
ſay not vainly) ſupport him in that quality 
- Tr he is placed: God does not make Rich 
Men ſuch meer Conduir-pipes of Wealth, that 
they mutt pals all, withour retaining any thing 
themſelves; bur rather like the Earch, which 
tiough the conveys the ſprings through her veins, 
yct is allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may give 
her a competcut reircſhment; and he that does 
this mudicrate'y, and with a thankful refletion 
on that l1berai Providence, which thus gives hin 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. fallihes no 
part of his trult, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, 
this bcing, as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
Place, a Penſion allotred him by the bounty of 
his Lord 

5. THE other part of contentment is that, 
by which the dcefircs arc terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſiclJions, and not (uttered 
to range wildly into other Mens, like Ahab's into 
Nu oth's Vineyard, uſing their Wealth, as Ang- 
lers do their Fiſh, ro bait Hooks for more, 
by making it an Inſtrument of cxtorting from 
others ; which 1s {o great a guilt, that it ncar- 
ly concerns them to i{cecure themlelves againlt ir, 
by a perfect ſatisfaftion in what is properly 
E 1 their 
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their own, Nay, even in what is ſaid, there is | 


caution to be had, that there be not roo eager 
and vehement endeavours of multiplying it, and 
that not only by an unlawful commixture with 


other Mens, which isthe fin either of oppreſſion * 


or fraud, but even from its own ſtock, for that 
may be coverouſneſs, and is ſurely a dire op- 


polition to the divine diſpenſation, For when | 


God hath given a Mana full fortune, and by that 


manummirted him from thoſe carkings and ſo- | 


licitudes to which ncedicr Perſons arc expoſed, 
for him to make it his grand buſineſs to pro- 
jet how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophet's Phraſe, lad? himſelf with thick clay, 
Heb. 2.6. Whar is it but the degrading and pul- 
ling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 
hath placed him, a voluntary fale of himſelf to 
the Gallics or Mines? In this reſpe& therefore [ 
may not unaptly apply that exhortation which 
the Apoſtle makes in another, Gal. 5. 1. Stand 


faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath mad» you | 


free. Let not lim whom God hath by a Gracious 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner ſervitude and vaſſallage ro the World, rc- 
linquith tharſo valuablc a priviledge, give up his 
Far to be Bor:4a by Mammon, when God pro- 
claims a Jubilee, Yet tis pollible the quality of 
ſome Mens cſtates may be {uch, that they may 
be capable of alvancement by a moderate and 
caſte Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert them 
from more exccllcnt |mployments, but may ra- 
rher be. a rcereation than a toil'; And m that 
oh ; calc 


_ 
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caſe | know no obligation lics on them ſo ro de- 
fie an Improvement, as not to chule a profitable, 
before ac expenſive divertilement, to ſpendrhole 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 


overpiu3 from morc worthy deſigns and enter- 
tainments. Burt the perpetual olicitous pur- 
(uit afucr more wealth, is certainly a culpable 
inordinacy, as bcing inconſiltent with that con- 


| rentment and acquieſcence which is the Duty of 


every Man for whom God hath thus liberal- 
ly provided, and fuch as will beſides be like» 


ly ro undermine another main part of this obli- 
gation. 

6. SUCH in the next place we are to ac- 
count the charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to 
lupply the indigencics of wanting pcrlons; which 
ſurely is to be lookt on as the grand and moll 
conſiderable cnd of his Reccipts. God, who is 
the common kricnd, as well as Father of all Men, 
i5nort to be imazin'd fo partial, as ro provide 
{ pdmps and luxurics for ſome, and in the mean 
ume leave others deſtitute of the necellary ſup- 
ports of lite; yer it we look no deeper tian the 
viſible porcions of Poor and Rich, there 1s no 
evidence of the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Provilo's that Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we ſhall have no temprati- 
on ſo to alperic or charge Ged fooliſhly: For 
though we have nor dilpenicd {o immcdtately to 


the Poor, yet he gives them as it were, Bills of 
| Alignment upon rhe plenty of the Rich, a 
right to be ſupplicd by them: to that the dit- 

E 4 fkercnce 
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ference ſeems to be only that of an Elder, and 
Younger brethren; the Elder uſually carries the 
bulk of the Eſtate, but then that is charged with 
proviſions for the Younger; and if the quantity 
of thoſe be nor diſtintly expreſt, bur left ins! 
definitely, thar Act of Truſt in the Father lays 
the greater obligation on him, not to deceive it 
by roo mean and ſcanty a diſtribution ; for now 
himſelf is become a Father ro rhem and there | 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affectionate re- 
lation. And this may not improperly be deeme | 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multicudes of come | 
mands of Charity in the Goſpel, there is yet 
none that expreſly allors the proportion of our 
Alms, that by this at of confidence, as it were, 
Men might be obliged ro the higher liberality: 
And he that ſhall make this Inccnuve to it, a pre- 
tence to excuſe the want of it, is lure a moſt cri- 
minous pervertcr of the divinc intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining God's ſacred arts, as if | 
were not cnough to rebel, unicſs in a further | 
contempt he aſtauited him with his own wee 
pons. Certainly God never deſigned L1zarns's 
portion ſhouid be made up only of the Crumbs from 
the Tail: : For though indeed Dives is taxcd that 
he gave him not them, yer if he had, ſuch a dole 
would ſure never have reſcued him from the 
lace of torment. He who reſts in a Rich Man's | 
ſom in Hcaven, is to have {ome proportion | 
able treatment from thote on Earth, ſome morc 
hoſpitable reception than a lying at the Gate, 
{ome 
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ſome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores ; and thoi2 that refule ic him, muſt bepre- 
ſumed to conteimn not only the Lazarys, but the 
Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives him, 
ſince that which qualifies him for an admittance 
there, is not able rorecommend hum to their leaſt 
regard. 

7. I SHALL not attempt to proportion 
Mens Charities, fince God hath not ; yet there 
arc ſome general mealures to be made to bound 
them on the linking fide, that they fall not to roo 
ſcandalous a lownels ; which having been done 


| already by a * better Pen, I ſhall re- + pe. pou. 


fer the Reader rhither. But thoſ@ mos Pratti. 
yet lcave Mens Compatiions full cal Catechiſm. 


ſcope to grow up to what greater height God's 


grace and Mens exigencics thall advance them: 
And furely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch, thar 
it will become cvery Rich Man not only to rifle 
his Coficrs, pour our whatloever his ſuperflui- 
ties have there amatlicd, bur allo co defalk much 
of his own accultomed cnjoyments, cauſc the Ra- 
lorto paſs even upon his whole equipage, tocur 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which God's providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this may nor be a proper ſcaſon for 
It, I leave every conlidering perion to Judge. Ar 
the preſent I ſhall beleech every Man to whom 
God hath given Wealth, ſadly ro ponder how 
ſcandalous a thing it will be for him who has 
been the Object of 1o great Bounty, to decline 

the 
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the being an Agent in any ; to diſcover himſelf to 
have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidſt ſuch 


an Afluence of the commoditics; and to dehie the | 


Example of that Libcraliry, by whole cttects he 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 


itallo, how dreadful a guilt (and conſequently | 
vengeance) he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 


defeat this ſo main cnd of his receipts. Iris in- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
againſt Man bur God alſo: I thall inſtance only 
in ewo moſt generally decried, and yet molt cmi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulncls, and 
Falſcnels. 

8. GODin his wiſdom diſcerning that Equz 
lity of Conditions would breed confuſion in the 
World, has ordercd (cvcral ſtates, delign'd tome 
ro Poycrty, others to Riches, only annexing to 
the Rich the carc of the Poor; yet that rather 
asSan advantage, than a burden, a {ced of more 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of Mcn, thoſe on whom he hath 
cauicd the better lot to fall can owe it to ne- 
thing but ts gracious dilpolal ; and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to {ibmit to any the 
moſt difficult tasks he thould have dilpenied to 
them. But now that in his great indulgence he has 
ſo tempered the command, as to render it not an 
allay,bur an enhancement of the mercy, he that 


— 


gives it only a bare taltlels compliance, betrays | 


himſclt rowanr a juſt (cnle of it; but he that itat- | 


ly rclifts 1t, 15 1n che molt tranicendent degree 


þarbacoully ingratc. Nay, 1 think 1 might have | 


laid 


_ w-,;,0n | 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice; for 
what beneath that can provoke a Man thus to 
reſiſt his duty and intereſt rogether 2 

9. NOR is this all, 'ris alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſnelſs : Every Rich Man is, as faid be- 
fore, Gods Steward, and particularly intruſted 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
ſuch arc the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer cither his riot or cove- 
rouſnels to feed upon their Portions, what more 


- | dereſtable falſeneſs can be commirred, nor only 


in reſpe& of them, whole right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whole truſt he abuſes 2 Many 
other enormities there arc in Uncharitablenels, 
which as ſo many mil-ſhapen limbs concur tothe 
making up this deformed Monſter; but I ſhall 
ſuppole it ſufficient ro have pointed out theſe 
wo, which bcing the molt profeltly contrary to 
ingenuity, I mult hope will carry a very avert- 
ing appearance to thole who fo eſpecially pre- 
tend ro thar quality. 

10. TO this poſitive part of Duty, the being 
ich in g10d works, we find the Apoltle connetts a 
negative, 1 7im. 6.17. Charge them that be rich 
in this world that they be not high-mindcd, ner truſs 
in uncertain riches. And we need not retort to im- 
plicit faith inthe Author, to perlwade us of the 
preat propricty and firnels of theſc cautions; 'ris 
too evident that Pride and Contidence are d:{ca- 


- | ſes that uſually breed in full and opulent fortuncs, 


ang as they ſpring from the lame roor, fo do they, 
ke neighbouring branches, murually ſhelter 
and 
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and ſupport one another. He thar is high-mind. 
ed, abhors the ſubmiſſion of any forcign depen 


dence, and thereforc gladly anchors on any ting | 
he can call his own ; and thinking bis Wealth 


moſt properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs az 
holy Job expreſſes an averſion, to make gold by 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold, Thou art my confe/ 
gence, -Job 31.24. On the other fide he that! 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortificu in his! 
Pride. It is Ariftctl:'s oblervation, that wealth 
wakes contumelionus and infolent ; which 1 pre} 
ſume he infers not only from experience, but | 
reaſon alſo; for the ground-work of humility 
being rhe ſenſe of impotence and defect, he that | 
aſſumes a ſeif-ſufficiency, undermines that four | 
dation, and inſtead of it lays the Baſis of the 
quite contrary temper, all haughrincls and ciz 
tion of mind. A mcmorable example of this 
we havein the inſolcnt reflcCtions ui Nepachadn!: 
zar, Dan. 4. 30. which had withai fo uilma: a 
conſequent, as, mcthinks ſhould like Lot's Vf, 
remain a perpetuai Monument to deter owns | 

from all approachcs towards the like vanity. 
11. AND certainly it is a moſt important 
concernment of rich Men, to fence themlclves 
againſt this double remprartion; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complcat armour, 
than whar they may borrow from one ſhort (cn- 
rence of the Apoſtic, 1 Cor. 4 7. What haſt thus 
that than haſt not r:cerved? Let them look on! 
chemſclves as meer Reccivers, and then with 
what pretence can they pride themſclyes in that 
wherein 
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wherein they are barely paſſive? Nay indeed if ir 
be throughly ſcann'd, theſe Receits imply cauſe 
racher of ſhame than boaſting; the being filled 
from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument (and ta- 
cite Reproach) of a natural and original empti- 
neſs; and if God have dealt fo liberally with 
them, they may collect 'ris in compliance not 
with their merirs, bur infirmities; his having 
made them rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw 
them not prepar'd to be innocently poor : And 
fare Pride mult be a ſubtle Alchimilt, that can 
hence extra marter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perſwaded the Fews ro glory in 
thoſe indulgencies, which were granted them on- 
ly for the hardneſs of their hearts. 

12, IN like manner if they refle&t on their 
riches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fir obje of Truſt. For if they were given, they 
may alſo be taken away. We hold all by thar 
old tenure, which the Lawyers ſtile Alodinm, be- 
cauſe it is from none but God : and his gifts (of 
this kind at leaſt) arc never (o abſolure, as to cx- 
clude power of revocation. He then that enjoys 
a thing not upon right but bounty, muſt ask his 
benefactor how far hc is to prelumeon it. And 
if they would doo in this cale, they would {oon 
be reloly'd how little confidence were to be re- 
poied in wealth They may hcar Ged the great 
Patron tell them by S$-le-:0, that riches make 
themſlv:s wings, and fly away as an Eagle, Prov. 2.1. 
5. by Chriſt, that the Treaſures which they lay up 
tierce arc hable ro the Meh, and Rvft, and Thievss ; 
and 
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and by the Apoſtle, that they are uncertain riche, 
Nay indeed, if they would but ask themſelves; 
their own daily experience and obſervation, that 
would bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day al 
molt gives ſome renewed inſtance of ir. What 
multicudes of accidents arc there to which Mens 
goods are liable? A rough Wind a tempeſty- 
ous Seca ſinks at once the Merchant and hisShip; 
an ill ſcaſon, an hungry toil cats out the Hul. 


bandman : and they who run not either of thele | 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the Warer nor the | * 


carth (wallow up, a Fire may yer conſume. And 
can there any ſecurity be fanſicd in that wealth, 
which is thus a prey to cach clement ſingle, and 


yet more often to them unucd in Man, to whole | 


frauds or violenccs more have owed the impo- 
veriſhing, than toany of their former accidents? 
And now what greater infatution can there be, 
than to place a truſt on that which is fo flitting 
and unſtcady, to lcan on a broken reed, or 1n 
Solomon's phraſe, to ſ:t ones Eyes upon that which » 
not, 

13. BUT if by an impoſſible ſuppoſition, 
we ſhould imaginc Riches to be as permanent, as 
they are indeed traulitory : yet unlels they had as 
well Strength as conilancy, they could with no 
reaſon be depended on, He that ſtays by his 
friend to the laſt minute, if he have no power to 
aſſiſt him, is only a Spectator, not a rciicyer ol 
his ſufferings. And alas, how many miſcrics arc 
Men ſubject to, in which wealth can give them no 


aid ! Isa Man afflictcd in his body with pain? The 
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Indies arc not a competent price for a - minutes 
eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perlecuted in his 
Name with reproach? *T1is not whole Ingots of 
Gold that will ſtop the mouth of Fame: nay of- 
teatimes the obloquy 1s it ſelf meerly the proge- 


| ny of his wealth, that breeding envy, and enyy 
| detraction. Bur if the ſore lye yer deeper, if it be 


the Sul that ſuffers, that is yer farther removed 


' from poſlibility of rclicf this way. If ir ſuffer as 


a ſlave under the dominion of ſin, no treaſure 
can redeem from that vaſlallage. Wealth does 
indeed roo often by adminiſtring temptation 
ſtrengthen thoſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number of 


| ſuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the guilt 


of ſin, labour under the terrors of an accuſing 
Conſcience, alas! gold is no balm to a wounded 
ſpirit: the luxurics which that has ſupported 
may help to pierce, bur it has no power to heal. 
Or laſtly, if che foul fall finally under the pu- 
niſhment of ſin, there 1s no commuring that 

nance, buying off that ſmart; Riches abuted 
may indced {well the attempt, and multiply rhe 
ltripes, but they can never bribe the remithion of 
any, The Wile man hath afſurcd us this, Prov. 
Il. 4. Riches prefit not in the day of wrath, Nor 
does this carry any oppoſition ro the councel of 
our Saviour, Luke P6. y. of mating friends of the 
Mammon of unrie\-teouſncſs : for he refers nor 
there to any natural or inherent property of 
riches, bur only to that extrinfick and accidental 


| advamtage may be mad: of them proportionably 


ro 


64 THE GENTLEMAN's CALLING. 


to what was ſaid before of the unjuſt Steward, 
whoſe dextrous managery was it that rendred; | 
his Lord's debts 1o uſcfal to him; nor that they | 
had any proper innate vercue to ſecure him from} | 
che ha / either of begging or digging. And} 

q 

/ 


therefore we ſec Chriſt's words run not in an An 
nunciative, but an Exhortatory ſtile: he tell 
us not that Mazmon {hall make us friends, but! 
EXCiteS us to make that our own care, and bya| | 
prudent diſpoſure to make it ſubſervient to an! 
end above its native cfhcacy. Bur all this is ſure} 9 
very reconcileable with that natural impotency | (| 
we have obſerved in it. Wealth charitably dik w 
poled may have excellent cficts, bur yer thole | m 
are to beaſcribed to the charity, not the wealth, | th 
which ſtill cemains in irs own eſſence the fame| ra 
unactive lump in the Cheſt chart it was in tis] th; 
Mine, like the Heathen Dcicies, unable co prote | by 
its moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further inſtance | (er 
whereof I may add that which will ſound vay mn 
like ariddle, that riches cannot deliver cven from | for 
preſent want: which yet 1s demonſtrably true 
in all thoſe rich Miſcrs, wholc Bellics arc lank,} refi 
while their Coticrs arc full ; a fort of Tantalize} che 
creatures, not peculiar only to this latter age, } fel 
for we find them deſcribed by Selomen, Eccle/tale.} cur 
6.2. A man to whom God hath given rich:s, wealh| the 
and hoxour, ſo that he want:th nothing for his /oul| the 
of all that he defireth, y:t God giveth him not poxt| duc 
ro eat thereof, So unſigniticant a thing 1s wealth,| miſ 
chat without the addition of a new power, it CF; the) 


ables himnor to receive the leaſt benefit from it} ig jy 
1.1. WHRE) 
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14. WHEN all this is conſidered, what 1s 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt confi- 
dence, ſince it appcars (o utterly unable to lecure 
men in their moſt important intereſts, nay to do 
that which ir moſt iminediatcly and moſt colour- 
ably prerends to, the keeping them from want 2 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
thatſad defeat of being ditappointed in his trutts, 
failed in his greateſt exigents, mult look out for 
ſome firmer ground whercon ro buiid. Bur alas! 
our ſoil affords ir nor, all here below was long 
ſince pronounced by one that wanted neither 
wiſdom nor experience, tro be Vanity. Such 


' mutations and vicillitudes attend all lublunary 


things, that he that atrempts to erect any du- 
nble ſatisfaction on them, out-coes the folly of 
that ablurd architect Chrciit mentions, and 
builds not on thc ſaad, but water : and in this 
ſenſe the World is ſtill under a dJeiuge, not lo 
much dry ground, as where a dove may relt her 
foot. 

i5. WE arc then driven by way of necefſary 
refuge, ro that which thould be our yoluarary 
choice, ro come home to the Ark to ſhelter our 
ſelves under his wings, where alone we may 1e- 
curely relt, and accoriling to the advice which 
the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to thele cautions, to ir2/f iz 
the living God. And to do this aranilt allthe (c- 


| ducements of Wealth, to {cc through all rhoie 


miſts which the fumes of Plenty raile, and whillt 


; they enjoy the gift, ro contide only jn the Giver, 


8 indiſpenſably che dury, and thuuld be che care 
þ of 
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of every one to whom S. Paal direts this charge, o 


All that are rich in this world. 


16. AND ſuch in the laſt place are to ale 


notice of another branch of their obligation, l_ 


that is to ule that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them towards the cxcrciſe of 7, emperance: 
which indeed can never be known to be truly 
{uch,bur when there are opportunities and temp. 
rations to the contrary. He that hath nothing 
wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves it doubtful 
both ro others and himſelf, whether his Abſtines- 
ces be the ettcAs of Poverty or Temper ; but he 
that has all rhe fucl for Luxury, and yet permits 
it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be 
indeed his Choice, nor his fate, © And this is 4 
molt excellent priviledge of Wealth : and 
though 'tis ro be doubted it ſcarce find; room in 
molt of our Catalogues, yct certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the greareltof 
ali rhole, which reflect only upon the perſon 
himſelf, This reſiſting of Temprations is truly 
thar Heroick courage worthy of tholc that pre 
tend to Honour, fir to denominate a Gailant man. 
| wiſh thole who feck that reputation by many 
ralh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here 
entertain- their youthful Ardours, this being a 
Ficl. where they may be ailured never to want 


Combarants. One whiic Gluttony preſents it (cl, | 


armed with the aliurements of a full and delicate 
Tabic: aad though one wo: uld think him bur a 
delpicab.c aflailanr, that has only the Kitchin 


tor his armory, yer experience ſhews us, thoſe 
Co !olels 
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| edgleſs weapons may vic with the keeneſt for the 


| mortalneſs of their effects. Ar another time 


© Drunkenneſs ſexds a Cnalenge by delicious Li- 
 quor, cheerful and diverting Company, and chat 


not without menace cf infamy ro him, who ſhall 
own ſo much religious cowardile, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Ln/? attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty, 
I the mean time Pri4?, che molt lic and treache- 


rous of all the reſt, is perperually laying am- 
buſhes for him in the Adorartions of ins Flarrerers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Excciſes. And now what Anight-Errand 
would with for more Encounters? Or why 
| ould Men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
vhilelt they tamcly (ufter ſuch troops of cncmies 
to bid chem daily defiance? 'Tis, they lay, a 
Maxime among the Smordmen, That he that has 
wee been baffled, s ever after an incompetent Chal» 
lager, | with it might have this one tobcr appli- 
ation, that men would ſuſpend all other Duels, 


* [till rhey have righred themlelves on their Vices, 
y 
rc 
1 
It 


ad by ſome ſignal Conquelt redeemed them- 
elves from that obloquy and defamation, which 
tieſe mcan, yet inſulting Advcrſaries have expo- 
kd them to. 


l, | 17. HAVING ſhewed what Uſes arc duly 


c 


© 


in 
le 


(s EF a rhrcthold, 


to be made of Wealth, let us nov look back, and 
conſider whether any of cthcm be ordinarily dil- 
cmble in Praftice, And here we ſhall mcert 
«kth one fort of Men, who ſtumble ar the very 


1 
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threſhold, that fail in that firſt part of duty, : 
which all the reſt depend : I mean thoſe who by; 

ſupine negligence ſuffer their Effates ro moulde! 
and conſume inſenſibly, for want of an eaſiein ,, 
ſpeCtion and overſight. Of ſuch as theſe fo 
Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs 
preſcnt alſo, rhough the numker of the luxury 
ous waſters do now {o overwhelr1 them, that the 7 
are the les diſcernible. And chough this ſeal 51 
to bethe cite only of floth, yet certainly ther] (1 
are other concurrences toit, generally theleryof ,; 
firſt tuch an overwcening of their Wealth, tha! ,; 
they think it incxhauſtible; and ſecondly an op. 5, 
nion that it is a mean and pealantly thing fora! þ, 
Gentleman to give himlelf the trouble of lookin] (, 
after his fortune. The motives arc roo ridice| y, 
lous to deſerve a confutation; but in the meal y, 
time it cannot but extort pity, to {ce Familn| (i, 
ruincd by ſuch vain whimtics. And what tok| 
rable account can tuch a Parent give to his beg 
gard Off-ſpring, ro whom 'tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and floth which made 

mere managery of an Elitate roo hard for hin 
and yet withal bcqueaths rhem rhe {adder toild 
getring one? Nay, what account can he pivetd 
God, trom whom he received it, in order to (cib 
ral ends, if he thus at once «cfcat them all: 


"Twas a Command tothe Jews, that they /þall m7 
nat cut down I'rnit-irces, though it were foi 10009) oy 
ccllary an ule as to advance 4 Siege, Dent. 20.19 yi 
Burt this is the hewing down that Stock, frolj ret; 
which to much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, | 

ts 


: 
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—; that withour any pretence cither of nccciliry or 

' reaſon. 
YU 18. OUR next view will preſent us with 22» 
& 1þer ſort of perſon, who as much tranſgreſles the 
't' duty of contentednels in both the parts of ic. 
Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath at- 
© forded rhe portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 
themſelves thar of the poor; fo letting their cz 
tf! þe evil even to themſelves, becanſs God's 1s goad, 
M The E2yptizns were ſuch jealous Revercrsof thoſe 
M Creatures which they worſhipped, that he that 
"0? riolated them was in danzcr of floning, Exod. 8, 
by 26. So thele Men who have fer up their Wealth 
F forthcir God, pay it ſo much veneration, that as 
't) they are impaticnt to have it invaded by others 
Mz! fo they arc afraid to offer the leaſt violence to ir 
ﬆ! themſelves. They have infſhrincd it to receive 
4] their adorations, and it 15 now become Sacrile.! 2c 
it [indeed the only one they {cruple) ro debale 1t to 
te ſupply of rhcirnecetiitics. They arc {trange 
wlteritics which the Yetaries of this Deity will 
eadurc, even beyon.| the Mortiiications of the 
molt rigid A4ſcetict, Thcir whole lives are a per- 
petual contradiftion to all rhe appetites of Na- 
ture; yct alas ! that inicrs here no compliance 
0 vith thoſe of Grace, bur as it tcy meat to {et 
up a Third party 1a the world, they cquaily op- 
| pole rhele. And now he that rhus oppeetics fume 
ui elf, no wonder it he do the ke to orhers, it he 
F extort the utmoſt that cither power or fraud can 
'# vring from any. And that this work may nor be 
tarded, hc is provided of varicty of inſtruments 
F 3 for 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery mult give him a legi| 
colour to rob his neigvour. Or if a Wirng! 
prove a better p2xny-rorth than the Judge, _ 


nation ſhall do the buſineſs Somctimes Extor. 
tion ſhall prey upon a ncedy Creditor, and that 
not only with the flower gnawings of a Canke, 
bur with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack is brought ou, 
and a poor Tenant faſtned on it, and there {p 
{trained and diſtorted, that he can never knit 
again to any competent ſubſiſtence. Sometimes 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal thall be (pur 
red on to farther riot, fed with money, that 
by a forfeircd Mortgage he may \cizc on hi 
E':tatc. In a word, *rwere endlels ro reckon uy; 
all the engines of rapine which this greedy Inv 
der hath in his magazine. And of ſuch a oncl pre 
tume every man will pronounce, that he noto 
riouſly violates the precept of Contenteclnels. 

19. BUT though this be the groflcſt, yet i 
he not rhe only Tranſgreſſor. There is allo ano 
rher more plauſible forr, who though they 
not thus icck ro encreaſc their wealth at other 
mens coſts, yet Co it roo much ar their own: 
whole brains are mere forges of Projeas, perpe 
rually hammering out ſome new contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in birth of ſum: 
irelh Improvement, fuier a!l the pangs and; 
throws ot a carking folicitudc in puriuic ot it. [| 
Know ems picce of Copetouſycfs hath berrer , Juck| 
than tac relt, and pallcs tor a creditable thing, | 
under the {p2cious name of goo. trusbandry ; but 
{ure 
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ſure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
| no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the for- 
od mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thote 
| that ſay, they ſcck ro advance their Fortunes, 
at! not our of the Milcrs deſign of hoarding up, bur 
er} out of the more generous purpole of living more 
he! ſplendidly. For -ſure he that covets morc to 
it} ſpend, is as little contented in his portion, as 
ſo! he that covers more to lay up: he that thinks 
it! his Table roo ſcanty, his cquipage too low, is 
&| as far from being latisſicd, as he that thinks his 
r-| land too little, his bag roo empty. So that 
lb tis apparent thele arrows come out of the 
is; ſame quiver, though rhcy be thor at ſeveral 
| marks. 
+| 20. AND bEcrween both theſe motives of 
| griping, no wonder if the Day of A{ms-7iving be 
+ | crouded into a very narrow compals. That cx- 
cellenc verrue of Charity has 1n.lced much of 
$| the image an imprels oi Ciriſ7 upon 17 : bur the 
>| World has given it a further kind of conformity 
of with him than he ever iclign'd, is crucitixion » 
t} derwcen Covcrouſnels avd Luxury, beinz the 
:{ counterpart of Is han7ring between the Tiriewes. 
>} There wants only toc member of the parallel, 
t| the breating 1: [-os of thele 0.:! factors, Which 
:} GOD knows our Souldfcrs, nay niany Armits of 
1} them have not bcen able wo do, The many tn 
[{ ſtances thelc times have piven of rhe tudden Vit- 
k| lipation of Mens idowzed heaps, have not yet io 
,| Giſciplin'd rhe Worldling, as to pertwade him 
t} to lay nw» his treaſure in [{cavin. And the loud calls 
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of God to weeping and mawuwnins ard girding with 
ſackcloth, have molt - prepoſterouſly been Echo. | 


cd back with the louder noiſe of mensrevellings, | 


deſpiſe the judgment of God, are very unlike- 
ly ro compallionate the milcries of men, and [ 
doubt rhere arc many who thus anſwer the cha | 
racter of rhe unjuſt Judze, Lrke 18. that nerthe 


and wild jollities. And then they who ike 


fear God nor regard Min, nay that far out-go him | 
in incxorableneſs of temper. He was to he | 


wroughtupon by portunity; but fo perrificd are 


thele mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears ! 


can diſſolve them. *Tis a much caſficr task to 
dig Mctal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
ir out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though ſhe hide, yer the guards not her treaſure, 
tis acceſſible ro che induſtry of any that will 
ſcarch for it: but he like an Argus ſtands Cen- 
tinel about his, and ſounds an alarm upon the 
remorelt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With 
what jcalouſic does he eyc any that he can bur 
fanſic ro come upon that ungrarcful errand, and 
then how many arts has he to preventrthe aſſault: 
Or it by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have lo ſlept at once, that he happen to be lur- 
priſe}, yer he has fo many weapons ot defence, 


thar the aſſailant Uiall gain little by it, bur the 


ita:rce of an open repujle, being furc to find | 


hin impregnable. As for the Yolrptuary, he has 
{o many cxpentive lufts ro maintain, thar he has 
difficulty enough how ro gratilie all them in the 
diſtribution ct his wealth : they are competr 
ors 
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tors to each other, yer joyn to keep out that 
which would bc a common one to rhiem all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
wealth, yer thinks an Alms will undo him. "Tis 
the grand buſinels of his life ro contrive ways of 
expence: yet when any object of charity preſents 
one he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like the 
Senfitive plant ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con» 
vulſion had contracted it. Thus torally have men 
forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
them, and thereby like milcrable Chymiſts, ex- 
tract Poiſon our of Cordials, a Curic our of a 
Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſublervient to that Compatliion which he has im- 
planted in humane nature: bur now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſſing and cradicating- it. 
Rich men look upon Poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein rhey 
were perfectly unconcerned. *Tis Strada's fan- 
cy, that there is ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles teuched by the ſam? Loadſtone, that 
perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
their motion maintain a correſpond....y 1 ſhall 
not undertrake for the truth of the Expertmenr, 
but however methinks 'tis matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
lo much oblervable accori, as to pive pretence 
lor ſuch a-conjeAurc, whilſt men who have fo 
many undoubred princip!cs of union both from 
nature and grace, have quite extinguiſhed ail cf- 
fects of them, That tvo many have fo, there 
needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many unſuc- 
cour'd extremitics of the Poor. For how elſe 
can it become poſlible, than one rank of men 
ſhould glutconize, and another ſtarve? That he 
that thinks ir death to endure cither the want or 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conſider 
whar arethe gripings of the (till empty ſtomach 2 
Thar he ſhould without all regret fee his own 
humane nature pining and languiſhing in the 
perſon of his poor brother, whilſt in himlelf 'ris 
oppreſt with the quire contrary exccſles, and 
might be relieved in both by a more equal diſtri- 
burion ? 

21. AND now who can (ufhciently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor,ihall I tay, or rather the in- 
humanity of the Rich ! This ſurely is the ſadder 
ſ{peRacle of the two: the one only luffers, rhe 
other ſins. And thar ſuffering roo may end in 
eternal rcfrc{ihments, whereas the other in end- 
leſs rorment. Lazarus reſls in Abraham's Leſome, 
when the uncharitable Clutton fries in perpetual 
flames. And oh that this were throughly weigh- 
ed, that they would conlider that every degree 
of unmercifulnels they ſhew to others, reverts 
with a rebounded force upon themſelves! Alas, 
"tis not lo much the poor man's body,as their own 
ſouls that ſuc for their Alms. And whenever they 
ſhur up their bowels of compallion upon the one, 
what do they bur Ete2ACeiy mrutity ſel! up God's 

flore-houſes and trealurics from the other : When 
they deny thic cxumbs from their table, they deny 


thcmlelyes a drop of water to cool their tongues. 
22, BUT 
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22. BUT I fear this of jliibcrality may paſs 
for a moUcrate crime this Ape, when to may 
are guiiry of another fo tar tranicending 1. For 
we do not ice Givers, who in{tead of abaring their 
Exceſles ro relieve the Poor, do maintain their 
Riot upon them? If rhe deſperace Debts of poor 
Tradchmcn were cxamincd, I doubt nor this 
would appear a fad truth. *Tis become to 
ſaſhionablc a thing ro run into Scores, and fo un- 
faſhionable ro pay them, thar he 1s ſcarce thought 
well brecl, thac has not bankruptcd one ar lcaft 
of cach Trade he weals with. Their oniy care iS 
to get credulous Merchants, who to long as they 
trutt ſtoutly ſhall have fair words, bur if once 
their faith faii, chen as 1f the Solrfrd an audtrine 
bad ſtrechr it {cif 1nro Trafhck as well as Di- 
vinity, they arc pronounced Reprobares, and as 
lolicitoutly avoided as the Srparatiff jnuns a pers 
lon whom he is plcaicd to call caraal. Voſterns 
and obicure patiages arc contrived, on purpole 
to eſcape chem 3 to that a poor Creditor muſt 
give many days, nay months atrendances, be- 
lore he can fo furprize a Gentleman, as to come 
but to ask his own; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, is fome cmpty promiles to 
bribe a delay. But fomctim{s he fares much 
worle, and as it 'twcre a crime not to ſtarve ſt. 
leatly, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and contumeliovs language become his only pays» 
zent. It has beenrecceicd as a Maxim, That we 
are all kind t9 ow own crcatures: But this caſe 
ſhews 'ris no uniycrlal ruic; for thoſc who thus 
make 
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make poor men, arc of all orher, the moſt bar- 
barous to them in their poverty. Bur let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle off their reckonings with men, 
remember that there will comea day, when they 
ſhall not be able rodecline their Account to God, 
And with what horror and confuſion mult they 
appcar at that Audit, when they ſhall be charged 
not only with the mi(-ſpending rheir own eſtates, 
but other mens, the having added robbery to 
unmercifulnels ? 

23. | F in the next place we ſhall reflect on 
the Apoſtle's caution of wot being hizh-minded or 
ah: in uncertain riches, we mult turn to our 
Bibles to be fatisficd there was ever any ſuch 
charge given, there is ſo little of it ro be readin 
mens practices. Humility is a plant, that is 
carcfully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Treaſon attaints the blood, and forfcits Nobili- 
ty. Gentlemen, though they arc for the moſt 
part very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice a week, do yer Tranſcribe rhe 
worle part of his copy, the thinking they arc xt 
like other men, and bclicve it a juitice rhey owe 
thcir birth to do lo. They have mountcd them- 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from tholc Pi- 
nacles of Honour, all below {ccm liteic and con» 
remptible creeping things of the Earth, Worms 
and xo Men. | am not lo for confounding of Qua- 
lities, as to cxact they ſhould chute their inti- 
mares and Companions our of the loweſt rank. 


I know prudence as well as Pride has drawn a 
Parrtition- 
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Partition-wall between them (though perhaps 
the lattcr has raiſed it to an unneceſſary height) 
but I wiſh ic might be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not cating Blood was deſigned nor 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murther, fo 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable only 
asa fence againſt baſe and ignoble practices; true 
greatneſs conſiſting in de{piling nor the perſons, 
but the vices of the vulgar. Yet here alas! the 
ſcene is quite changed, and many who look the 
moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, will yet mix free- 
ly with the other; and while they ſoar the 
higher in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do 
yet ſtoop to the ſordid belſtialities of the moſt 
abject of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
ſometimes make many of them deſcend evenfrom 
their punQiliocs, and thoſe who at another 
meeting muſt have lookt tor no other treatment 
bur what S. James deicribes, Fam. 2. 3. Stand 
thou there, or (it here under my foot-(tcol, ſhall in 
the rounds of good fellowtiiip be equal with the 
beſt: ſuch a Levelleris Debauchery, that ir takes 
oft all diſtindions. Bur in the mean time how 
great a ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives 
thall hayc force enough to make them thus de- 
grade themiclyes, when all the Engagements of 
Chriſtianity arc not ablc tos that which is much 
lels, ro abate any thing of chole tumours, thole 
lwelling conccits of their own greatneſs, or (in 
the Pſal/miſt's phratc) ro make them now them- 
ſelves to be Iut Men, 


24. NOR 
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24 NOR has the other branch of the cau- 
tion any berter ſucceſs among them. Tis in 
many of them roo diſcernible, rhar they place 
that 7rnit in uncertain Riches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the /ivins Ged, lo making his 
Gifrs his Rival!;, and raiſing him a Compctitor 
even of his own bounty. tor this we need no 
other ways of probation, than only ro examine, 
whether it is, thar in any cale of dithculty or 
diflrels they make their carlic!t and molt impors 
runate addretjcs, for there we my conclude them 
co fix the grearett confidence. Ana | fear 'tis 
roo apparent, thar where weaith makes but any 
the ſlighteſt pretences, promiles the lealt aid, 
though bur remote, and ar the ſecond hand, it 
has moſt of thcir applications. Thus in caſc of 
Diſeaſe, they whol2 picnty enables them for rhe 
coltlier methods of curc, is not rhcir firſt reſort 
thither? do nor their Fces flic faſter than their 
Praycrs? and arc they not much halticr ro in- 
vite the Phyſiciag than the Divine? Nay, in- 
deed the latter is {carce cver admitted, till the 
former have fortaken them; a threwd indication, 
where their prime hopes arc built. So again in 
any diſaſtrous event, the tirlt Eiſay is whether 
Money will heal the Wound. He that is un- 
der the dilplealure of a Supcriour, ſecks to aps 
peaſe by Preients, or buys the fricad/hio of a 
Blaſts, As 12.29.to mcdiate for hum. He that 
is broughr before a Tribunal, endeavours with 
the fame golden Engine to draw oft his Proſe- 


cutor, to bend and cnclinc his Judge. He whole 
Wealth 
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Wealth makes him purſued as a defrable Prey, 
expects his lafery even from that which is the 
original of his danger; and as if like a Scorpion it 
alone could cure its own iting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. And in the mean 
time no attempt is made to call in God to their 
reſcuc; as if he werean idle unconcern'd Specta- 
tor of humane affairs, or ſo inconſiderable an 
Ally, as not to be worth the care of engaging 
him on thcir ſide. Nay even in their laſt and 
dreadfullcſt danger, many feem not to quit their 
dependence on their Wealth; ſome 7eſtamentary 
Charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 
$ for all thole Fruits of Repentance, which 
ſhould ſecure them from the Wrath to. come. 
Even thole that have drunk the blood of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt ot it to incorporate inzo 
their Eſtates, think by dilgorging ſome. ſmall 
part of it (which perhaps hes crude, not yet {o 
digeſted) in a Legacy, to cafe rhicir conſcicnces : 
{o adapting their Reſtirutions ro their Rapines, 
only in this one reſpect, that thoſe as well as 
thele are of another mans goods; they never com- 
mencing till death hath ditſeifſed rhem of all pro- 
priety, as if the /#/quity of the Fathers were in 
this lence to be wiſited upon the Children, Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port, ro con- 
vey them to Abraham's bolom, and by thus ca- 
jding the Poor at parting, they truſt to extin- 
guith the clamours of all tormer oppreſitons, and 
in ſpight of Solom:0p will hope, that Riches ſhall 
profit in the day of wrath It wilt not here be 
pertis 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objets of 


"Truſt they have, which divert them from that | 


one, to which rhe Apoſtle directs them. Ir may 
ſuffice in general to lay, that none can be ſuppo- 
ſed indeed to tr/t on the living God, but thoſe 
who by ſincere piety qualific themſelves for his 
proteQtion ; according ro which meaſure 'ris tobe 
feared many even of rhe faireſt prerenders will be 
excluded. 

2.5. IF now we procced to the /aſt part of the 
Rich man's Duty, the exerciſe of Temperante, we 
may without an Avgur divine the return of that 
Inqueſt. For it having formerly appeared, that 
they turn char ſtream, which ſhould flow in Cha- 


rity, to make rhe fuller current for their Luxury, | 


tis viſible they are far trom deſigning any (clf- 
denial. Bur if that inference were not proof 
enough of ir, they daily give us ocular demon- 
ſtrations : What ſtudious proviſions do they 
make for the fleſh ro fulfil the Iuſts thereof, Rom, 
13. 14. Nature attords not meat delicate enough 
for their palats; it muſt be adulterated with the 
coltly raixtures of Art, before it can become Gez- 
tile nouriſhment. And in this they are arrived to 
ſuch a nicencls, that Cookery is become a very 
myſterious Trade, the Kitchin has almoſt as 
many Intricacics as the Schools, And the quan- 
tiry of their Mcat is not leſs extravagant than 
the kind ; One that did but examinc rheir Bil 
of Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were 
the Epidemick Diſcals among them, if he did 
not conſider they had Eycs to be fed as = as 

Bellics 
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| Bellies.' Nor will they be ſo Uniform, as not 


to haye their Drink bear a full proportion with 


| their Meat; and”twere well if it did no-more, 


that their Drinking had bur thoſe fer hours of 
their Meals, that fo there might be at leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſts igtheir Debauches ; where- 
25 .now.- many, . Pec{ons.; allow themſelves no 
longer [ntermitſions: than may, juſt qualific them 
for 4. new Excels.; . recover their Wits only ſo 
far,. as may put them in Capacity of loſing them 


= BUT beſides theſe, there is. another ': 

proviſion for the Fleſh, of which-yhey are no leſs 
olicitous, and which many buy in-at-,very dear 
rates. The cmbraces.of a Wite are as nauſcous 
to. them, as Manna to the Iſraelites. Tis Va- 
riety they hugrt after; and fo they might have the 
Twk's Seraglio, they would not ſtick to rake his 
Mahometaniſm withal. Nay , if that were as 
zrecable to their Reaſon to belicve,. as to their 
laclmations to embrace, they would certainly 
reckon it a conſiderable part of the Prize, *as that 
which to the preſent polleſſion ſupgradds a liberal 
ryerſion of thoſe bruriſh delights, , and would 
think they had made a very commodious Bargain, 
b have 1o exchang'd the Chriſtians preſear pu- 
ity, and futuxe Heaven. | 

27. TO all thele Exceiles, that of their Ap» 
peel docs perfctly corretpond : So much coſt, 10 
much buſinc(s gocs to it, chat one may almoſt as 
cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship, as ſet out 4 
bemleman in his , complete Equipage. How 

| G 


many 
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many Arrtificers go there to the piecing him up? 
He ow ſhould aſl him ''one to each Limb, | 


would much contra the- number, which is in- 
deed ſo great, that if it were computed, *rwould 
be found ir conſtituted moft of rhe Trades in a 
Common-wealth: A ſtrange diſproportion, thar 
the litrle World ſhould ſo rmach outvy the Grea- 
ter; and a lively inſtance it is of the multiply- 
ing faculty of Vanity, that can improve Natures 
ſimple neceſſity of covering, to ſuch an exorbi- 
rant exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig-leaves 
to ſuch a luxurianrt growth, that the ZZercinian 
Oaks, which Mela tells ſuch wonders of, arc 
bur a kind of Pigmy Plant to them that thus 
over-ſpread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown to ſhadow and darken Reaſon 
it ſelf, ſo creating a Mora/Nakedneſs, whilſt they 
hidc a Natural. 

28, TO all the reſt we may add their Sport! 
and Recreations, the Expenſivencſs whercof is no 
way inferiour to all the former. Gaming, like 
a Ovick-Sand, {wallows up a Man in a moment; 
and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe latte 
Ages produced 2 Harks, and Flounds, and Foſt!, 
&c. are ſomewhat flower devourcrs, yer as they 
arc managed by ſome, tend much to the ſame 
end : So that mcthinks ſuch Men ſeem ro make 
the ſame Menace to their Eſtates, which Golid 
did to David, 1 Sam. 17. 44. 1 will give thee 
the Fomls of the Air, and to the Beaſts of the Ficld. 
Such vaſt numbers of them they have, and rhok 


| 


W— mo REO TEE i 


BP po N 


—— 
-— 


357T78S2szx783 = 


& 2 & 
4 $4 


adoy 


kept with fuch Niceneſs and Curioſity, as if the 
44 had 
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had a deſign todebauch the poor Animals,and ins 
ſe them with their Luxury. *Tis now nonews 
in the literal Setice to have' the Childrens Bread 
ven to Dogs; and it may withjn-a while be 8s 
ke to have not only 'their Children, bur them- 
ſelves want ir. 'For-Prodipality is of the Nature 
of the Viper, and Eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth; and A7zor's fare 
was both Emblem and Story, to'be eaten up with 
his Dogs. 

29, WE have {cen now how much their Pra» 
Fice (werves from their Dnty: Let us next a little 
confider, whether they might” not be happier 
if they were regulated by it. And fitſt, 4 prodent 
werfight of their ;Eſfates is ſure far from being 
fuch an oppreſfing brden as ſome are willing to 
fanſic it. For if it be moderate, and ſuch only 
I recommend, it is ſuppoſed co exclude all pain- 
ful and diſquicting (olicitudes, and then it be- 
comes only of 'the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps them off with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe Emprineſs becomes their Load, and which 
they would elſe be in pain, and probably at no 
ſmall coſt ro diſpoſe of. And I ſee not why it 
hould not be full as plcaſanr ar che inſtant,ro talk 
of their own Afairs, as of other Mens, ( which 
pm the uſual entertainment of thoſe that neg- 

their own; ) to take up Accounts at home, 

& Reckonings at the Tavern: AndI am (ure'ris 

much more {fo in the con{equences of it, as much 

4 Peace is above Diſcord and Tumult, Plenty 
adoye Indigence and Necellity. 

G 2 39. NEXT 
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—ol NEXT for Contentmant, univerſal con» | 
ſent ſuperſedes che labour. of proying tha a hap. | 
Fin it. being unanimouſly E praaga to be & | 


lixir and Quinteſſence. of all chat pretends to 


at Tirle;. to be all to theſe outward things, as 


the Soul is £o the Body, that which animates and / 


jnſpicits them, without which they arc but dead, 
yea noiſom Carcaſſes, preſſures, inſtead of Enjoys 
ments. This is. the truce Philoſophers Stone, that 
turns all ic touches into Gold; the poor Man is 
Rich with;it, and the Richeſt .poor without it. 
Whoever therefore. deſires to improve his Eſtate, 
Jet him begin his Culture or TS upon his 
Mind, plant-chere this Tree, of Life, the thade 
hereof! will yield him a perpetual Refreſhment, 
*will make him always as Rich, as he deſires to 
be; and he certainly knows noc what he asks, 
that demands more. 

' 31- THE next Duty, , that of Lively 
may perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiabic 
an aſpeQt; but it is only by thoſe who look upon 
it through faiſe Glaſics : Men gencrally tk 
it as a picce of Spiritual Rapine,an Engine frayed 
by Divines,to force open their Coffers, and plun- 
uer them without a War. But if they would but 
turn the right ena of the Perſpective, rwould then 
12Ye a quite contrary appearance ; they would 


11\cern chat it is the means to multiply, not Ci | 


miziſh rheir ſtore, a more profirabic way of uſu- 
ry than any the gree:lieſt Extortioner hath evct 
found-our. *Tis s tcndins to rhe Lyrdy, Prov. 19.17% 


»ho ſurely is the moſt folvent DOgmur any Man | 
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an exreriour, Would God thote who make it their 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retriburions. - This I am confident might be at- 
teſted eventually' true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted ro makethe'Experiment. The only pre- 
judice'that can he agatiiſt their Teſtimony is the 
paucity of thoſe that have fo arrempred ( and 
would ro God Men would con(pire to folyc that 
Obje&ion | for were all-charitable Perfons ſum- 
mon'd ro give in their Accounts, I doubt. not it 
wov!d appcar their bounty had Enriched, notim- 
poveriſhed them. I am ſure I haye met with ſc- 
veral remarkable inſtances of ir, bur” never yet 
wich 01c to the contrary ; and therefore if cither 
realon or precedent may have force, he that conſi- 
ders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt; cannot” 
but have Appcrntc to this Duty, in reſp=Ct of himt-" 
ſelf. And yer where there are many bowels, this 
is bur a faint inducement compared with that 
which ariſcs from the Calamitics of the Perlons 
to be reliev'd* The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paſſionate Orators, ſuch as* cannor mils to 
work upon any, on whom Coyctouineſs hath nor 
firſt wrought the unhappy Metamorphoſis, of 
turning them into Stone. And theſe having once 
conyey'd into a Man's mind a compalitonate re- 
pret, himſelf groans under that preflure, which 


| he ſees cruſhing the other; and then whar can be 
| more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity toeaſe 


both? Nonedoubts of the Receivers delight, bur 
lure that is thort of the Giver's, by how muchthe 
interiour {cnſe is more ſubtle and acute than the 
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Tradeto hunt after | pleaſures, would try bur this 


one piece of Epicuriſm, and then I doubt not, | 


they would acknowledge that all meat is infſipid, 
compared with that, which they Eat with the poor 
Man's' Mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel, ſordid 
and inglorious, in reſpect of that they wear upon 
his back ; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 


leſs and uneaſie, balanced with thoſe tranſcen- | 


dent delights which attend the cxerciſe of Chrj- 
ſtian liberalicy. 

32. N OR. have they in the next place any 
reaſon to ſuſpeCt the Apoſtle treacherous to their 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to deſpoil them of 
chat either Pride, or Confidence which their 
Riches arc apt to Create. For the former 'ris 
certain all haughty Perſons may very properly in- 
terrogate chontoes in that form, we find Wiſd. 
5. 8. What hath Pride profited us, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought us 2 It would 
ſurcly puzzle the moſt experienc'd Man to define 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. The utmoſt that can bepretended is, that it 
3s a lively chearful thing to have good thoughts 
of ones (elf ; but he that can in carneſt make this 
plea for Pride, docs in juſtice owe as fair an en- 
cominm to B:alam: for according to this meaſure 
that contains the happieſt People, there being 


thoſe that arc rhe moſt highly rapt in the opinion | 


of their own Excellencics. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good: Election for the place, that 
ſhould look upon it with Appctite. But admit 
this might indced paſs for a pleaſure, yer it is the 

: | arcnt 
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parent of a far greater uncaſineſs, and like a car- 
caſe breeds a worm that devours it (elf, For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch a reverence, ex- 
that all others ſhould do ſo roo, and when 

fails in that aim ( as none ſo frequently does 

as the proud, ) what diſquicrs and impaticncics is 
he ! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
kaſures of his vain complacencies. A little dif- 
relpet from Meordtcai is able to evacuate all F7a- 
man's proſperity. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor 
is Pride, that whil'ſt it prercads to exalr, it dc- 
baſes; whilſt it elevates a Man above others, it 
really ſubjets him ro them, puts him in their 
power to torment and cruciate, and whilſt ir 
makes ſhew of advanceing, 'tis but in the ſame 
manner that the Rack extends the ſtature by dil- 
locating the Joynts. And then I hope 'twill be no 
unfriendly office to perſ[wade Men ro keep them- 
ſelves from that Engine of pain, or to recom- 
mend to them ſuch an humility of mind, as may 
preſerve them in that ſecuriry and compoſednels, 
which is fundamentally neceſlary to all truc hap- 


$. 

33- THE very ſame judgment is to be made 
of the other Branch of the Caution, the xot truſt- 
ing in uncertain Riches, but in the living God ; 
which is moſt viſibly every Mans preſent concern- 
ment. He that can entertain a doubt of it, lc 
bim but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or but impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- 
tant Aﬀairs betray his truſt, or deceiye his hopes, 


ie | andthenler him tell me whether it be nor a Man's 
G 


immcdi- 
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immediate and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to build 

his Confidences-on- the Rock, not on the Sand, 

Nothing but the amazing Exigencics of afſinking 

Man can. excuſe the folly of catching at Reeds; 

bar he that-thould deliberately Ele ſuch Suppor. 

rers would; be thought as mad, as he is ſure to be 

miſcrable. © Yer this is bur the faint and/imper 

fect Emblem of him who reſts upon his Wealth: 

whereas on the other ſide he thar ſhelters himſelf 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, is pollcit of a 
molt inexpugnable Fortreſs. kor how can he fail 
of iccurity. that has Omniportency for his Guard, 
or be deluded mm his Trufts, that depends: on 
Lruth it {elf 2 Let theſe fo diſtant ſtates be com 
pared,and then (ure I ſhall not nced to anticipate 
any Man's Judgment, but may leave himrto pro- 
nounce on which ſide his Intcreſt as well as Duty 
lies in this particular. 

34 LASTLY, Temperance allo puts in her 
claim ro Pieaſure, which I preſume hold will be 
{ure to refit who place that wholly in the fart 
faction of the ſenſual Appetite. Yet | believe 
one might take cyen thele Men in fuch a fealon, 
when they. ſhould be forced ro give up their ver- 
 dict for it. Come to the Glutton when he is le 
bouring under the load of an overcharged ſto- | | 
mach; tothe Drunkard when his morning's qualm | - 
is revenging on him his laſt Nights Debauch; to 
the Luſtful Perſon, when the torment of his bones 
admonithes him of the ſins of his Fleſh: And then | 
ask them whether 7emperance be not more plex | 
fant than its contrary. I can ſcarce think = 

; Devi 
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| 
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Devil has any ſuch ſtout Confeſſors, bur will then 
betray his cauic, Bur this vercue is jn it (elf roo 
amiable ro necdany of rheſe Foils roilluſtrate ir; 
the picature of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an 
Appetite, is not only nobler, bur greater than 
any. is to be had in rhe molt traniporung moment 
of ſatisfying them. Every Man will call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy is in the hicld loſes 
the oppporrunity of a glorious Vidtory,and Expo- 
ſes himlelf to' certain Captivity, rather than tor- 
fake his Liquor, 'or other fordid pleaſure. And 
this is the juſt deciſion of the- pretent caſe : Our 


n | Luſts arc our mortalleſt Enenmes, and every time 


they aſlaulr us; *tis in our choice cither by reſiſt- 


ing them to gain a ſignal. Conqueſt, or cle by 


ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Lures they hold out 
to'us, to'be vanquiſhed by them. He that chu- 
ſes the laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 


"tis only that of a Beaſt, ( like a Horle, who 


though he hath indeed the ſatisfaction of receiv- 
ing Meat, yet he alſo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whip too from the ſame hand. ) *Tis the former 
only, that is the pleaſure of a Man, which | ſup- 
e ſufficient to evince to which the difference 
longs. For ſure none can think God hath been 
ſo unkind ro his own Image in humane nature, as 
in the diſpenfation of felicity ro aſlign the larger 
ſhare ro the Brutes. And rhefore 1n this parti- 
cular as well as thereſt we may conclude, that he 
1s not only the molt pious but the moſt happy 
Perſon, that makes the right uſe of his Wealth. 
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Of the Third Advantage, that of Time. | 


vantage, that of 7:ime: Which though 


£ LL us now proceed to the Third Ad- 


Men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte, as | 


if it were rather a burthen than an advantage, yet 
the differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 
is near expiring, the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes 
of a few Days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real 
value. For were it an empty ulſcleſs thing, it 
would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
when all other vanities == in contempt with 
us. The unhappineſs of it is; that Men learn to 

rize-it,, as they domoſt other good things, rather 
by the want than the enjoying, buy the $kill of 
trading with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
- maintain the Traffick, and then only come to ac- 
count it a treaſure, when they can no longer dif 
poſe it to any benefit; and that diſpoſing alone 
is irthat can render it truly valuable. Ir is there 
fore a moſt neceſſary providence to learn this art 


of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual Husban- | 


dry, without which a Man's elf becomes that ac- 
curſed ſoil, the Apoſtle mentions, Hb. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end is to be burned. Let us thereforc a while 
examine what are thole Imployments of out 
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' Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
| preſent comfort, and future account. ; 
2. EVERY Man ſays ( m_ perhaps few 
conſider ) that owr time here, is but a Prologue to 
Eternity elſewhere, and that the condition of chat 
Erernity, whether happy or miſcrable, depends 
upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be theright manage» 
- | ry of it, which tends ro make our furure Eſtate as 
1 | happy, as it is ſure ro be laſting. To this pur- 
$ | = God hath chalked us out ſome great lines of 
t y, from whence ſo many leſſer do ariſe, as 
t 
Q 


will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind 
$ | themſelves with every hour of our lives. And 
i| | though cheſe Duties are in the kind of them oblj= 
it | gatory to all conditions of Men, yer frequenter 
Acts of them are expected from thoſe, whoſe 
þ | Qualities and fortunes give them more vacancy 
oo | from ſecular toils. . 
& | 3. FOR ccrrainly it isnot tobe fanſied; that 
af | God who has put an active Principle into our nas 
Id | ture ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the ſup- 
c- | preſſing its operations in any, devore ſuch a Se» 
iÞ | let number of Men, as an Hecatomb to be offered 
ne | up to /deneſs. And yer much lefs can it be 
re | thought, that he ſhould ſo promote that Tniqui- 
art | ty, which he profeſics to hate, as to deſign them 
an- | to the purſuirs of that, Manwnit them from la- 
- labour, to cave them freer for vice. And if nei- 
ule 

out 
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«| ther of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their leiſure were 
not indulged rhem either that they might do no- 


thing, or-do ill, there remains only a third end 
oak ——_ 
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imaginable, and that is the doing good ; ( for as 
for Sports and Paſtimes, the. bcic of them come 
{o near to Idleneſs, and the worlt of them to 
Vice, that as the one is not to be. allowed any, 
fo. the other no conſiderable parr of their time.) 
Now becauſe zone is good but one, that is Ged, 
Mark. 10. 18. weican take our meaſures of good 
actions only from his preſcription; and 1o thoſe 
which he has commended as ſuch ro Mankind in 
general;: point out ro this particular rank of Mn 
the nature of,-their Exerciſes, as their elpecial 
Vacancy and leiſure, docs the higer degrees of 
them. 

4- AND firſt thoſe of Pity towards God, 
juſtly challenge a grcar ſhare of rheir 7:ime. For 
whereas God may ſecm to have limired and con» | 2 
fined rhe poor Man's Zeal, by that Rule of prefer» | 1 
ring mercy to themſelves before Sacrifice to him; | k 
he does by excmpring the rich from thoſe necell# | þ 
tics tacitly require their devotion to {well up to | © 
ſome proportion with his bounty to them, who 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewithothers | k 
are clogged and incumbred, even nature it {elf | li 
fuggeſts the expectation of their ſoaring higher. | 
He has put them at a diſtance from the meanner | a 
cares and ſolicitudes of life, as if he were jealous | m 
thole might prove his Rivals, and keep them from | Þt 
growing into a cloſer Intimacy with himlelf. | \: 
And : ſhall this deſign of his love be defeated? | nd 
And when he has thus ſecured himſelf from one | 4 
forr of Compctitor, ſhall more and baſer be ac 
lought our, every the triflingeſt and vilcſt Enter- 

tainment 
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of the Adultreſs, Ezek. 16. 34. which was not 


ſolicited, but did ſolicit. And thoſe that can make 


ſuch unworthy and provoking returns to ſo. en- 
dearing a kindneſs, evince themſelves deſtitute 
not only of Grace, but of all degrees of common 
ood Nature. For whea he ſo projects for their 
Emiliariry and converſe, what can be more inhus 
mane and ingrate, than thus ſcornfully ro decline 
it? Yet under this charge all thoſe will certainly 
fall, who do notemploy (nay devote) every day 
ſome conſiderable part of this their vacant. time 
to the keeping up their intercourſe with God, by 
Reading, Prayer and Mcditation. 
5. IN the next place, 7hemſelves pur in for 
a part. Bur here I mcan not thole brutiſh ſenſual 
bhes, which have in many ( like Pharaoh's lean 
kine) devoured the nobler ;and more cxcellcat ; 
but it is the more divine and ſublimated part 
of them, on which their time is to be laid our. And 
hererhey can never want buſineſs, that being in 
leveral reſpects a very proper object of their di- 
ligence. For firſt, their Underſlandings, how 
clear and vigorous fſoever, attain not their height 
at once, are not like Adam created 1n a itate of 
maturity and perfection, bur. like his degraded 
poſterity, make gradual motious rowards it, ad+ 


| Vance by ſeveral itcps and degrees of proficiency ; 


nor can we in this Lite aicend to fuch a Nox altrg 


| Wexcludes a pollibiliry of growth. So that no 


adyantage of Education can {upericdle tlic utc, of 
| Atters 
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Aﬀecr-induſtry, that being ſtill able to make far. 


cher improvements, bring in new acceſſions to 
their Knowledge. - And this is ſo inviting in en- 
tertainment, as may very reaſonably expect their 
companies ſome hours of the day in their Stu« 


dies. 


6. BUT though this be a conſiderable, yet is | 


it not the weightieſt part of that care they owe 
themſelves. For as the Soul conſider'd in its H- 
tele, may thus become their Pupil, fo in ity 
Meral it has often need to be their Patient. For 
though in its Original Conſtitution ir was per- 
fly pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting inthis 


peſthouſe the Fleſh, ir hath contrated much of | 


its contagion ; and by how much the more deli 
catc and refined its compoſition is, ſo much the 
more mortal are the diſcaſes to which it is ſub- 
jeR. It will therefore require a cloſe and wary 
attendance. A Phyſician that has a niccand ten- 
der Patient, muſt be very aſſiduous in his care; 
obſervant of all ſymproms, watchfal againſt all 
accidents. And ſo certainly ſhould Men be here; 
they ſhould make daily obſervations how their 
ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes or decays, what Hu- 
mour moſt predominates, wherher Choler boil 
up into rage, Phlegm freez into floch; whether 
the Sanguineneſs of their Temper make them lufl- 
ful, or the melancholy revengeful, and accord- 
ingly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, | 
or the Paleſfra, preſcribe rules of Dict and Excr- | 
ciſe. And doubrlcſs whoever makcs thele daily 
ſtrict inſpeRions into himſelf, will by the _ 
mable 
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mable benefit he receives from it, be Taught how 
a bleſſing his Time is, and how much a 

to have grace thus to employ it. 
7 BU T though a Mar's ſelf be a Province 
wide enough to take up a good part of his rime, 
muſt he not ſo engrols it, as to defraud his 
hbowr, who has alſo a right to ſhare in it. 
having made Man after his own Image, - has 
(as part of that) ſtamped upon him the Bounty 
and Communicativeneſs of his nature: and there- 
fore when we live wholly to our ſelves, we raiſe 
and deface that Impreſs. And when *tis remem- 


| bred that the hainouſneſs even of Murder is by 


God pronounced to ariſe from the wiclation of his 
Image. Gen. 9. 6. parity of reaſon muſt conclude 
this no light guilt. Nor is it only our Goods we 
are to impart ( for that were a very partial Tran- 
ſcript of that Bounty we arc to imitate, which 
gives us ſo much beſides) bur in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our Neighbour 
may recciveadvantage: and ſoa Man has as many 
employments of his Time, as he cicher finds or 
can make opportunitics of d. ing good to others, 
| fay make; for ſure ſince God hath conſtitured 
Love to our Neighbour one of the fundamental 
laws to Mankind, we are not to look upon it only 
as an accident or caſualcy, bur as a main and de- 
liberate buſineſs of our lives ; nor refer it wholly 


| tochance whether cver we ſhall do an act of this 
| Kind or no; but induſtriouſly ſeck our and im- 


prove occaſions. Thus we find the Liberaliry of 
our Bleſſed Lord repreſented ro us in the Paratle 


of 
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of the great Supper, Luke 14. 6. where there was 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as would, 
come in, but importunity uſed to draw them; 
particular invitations madc to the poor and the 
maimed, the halt and the blind; and when that 
brought not in gucits cnough, the Highways and 
Hedges were to beranſacked, and a gencral Prely, 
as.it were, made of Men, to receivenot the Ears, 
neſt-penny of Death, (which is uſually the figni- 
fication of our Preſs-money) but the Antepalt of 
Ecernal Life. O that all thoſe who pretend to 
greatneſs of mind, would copy out this Munif- 
cence, that they would prevent Men's deſires, 
and invite them tocome and beobliged by rhem. ! * 
For want of this, many occaſions of doing bene- " 
fits are loſt ; the mogeſty of ſome, perhaps the g 
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pride of others, averts them from requeſting 
thoſe aſliſtances they moſt need. It were there 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gestleman could cntcr: 
tain himſelf with, to {carch the various wants of 
thoſe within his Sphere. Burt then he muſt be 
ſure to do it with a candid defign, the more op- 
portunely to apply himſelf ro their aid; he mull 
not treacherouſly inquire, who-wants knowledge 
to deride, but inſtruct them ; not hunt out ad& þ 
bauched Perſon, tro make him his Companion, n 
bur his Convert; not find out quarrels to foment, ry 
bur compoſe them ; in a word, nat pry intoother | 
Men's concernments, like a buſic body, bur a } 
Friend; not to comply with his own curioity, | Li 
bur their necd. And now he that pays a jutt Try | 
bure of his Time to theſe three grand Does 

will, 


for 
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will (when the other dues to Nature, temporal 
Aﬀairs, and neceſſary Civilities are deducted ) 


| not have much to ſacrifice cirher to Idleneſs or 


Vice, but will rather think he wants Time than 


S. 

8.BU T alas, the full leiſure they generally 
find for the diret contrary employments, wit- 
neſſes roo icrefragably that they are not thus tas 
ken up. Ir is true indeed, we find God often in 
their Mouths, but it is rather in Oaths, than 
Prayers; as if they meant their profanations 
ſhould be the only teſtimony thar they believed a 

ity, How many are there ſuch profeſt Vota- 
ries to Bacchus, that their Knees arc reſerv'd on- 
ly for him, never to be bent but in Drinking of 


Healths; that ſeem to have enacted to thems 
klyes the prophaner part of Darius's Law, Dan. 
6.7. that of asking no Petition of God, only herein 
out-vying him, that their's is for an indefinite, 
nt limitced time ; who reckon ſaying of Prayers 
among thoſe Pedantick tasks of their Childhood, 
which expire with the Rod and Ferula, and can 
never think to debaſe their more Manly ſtate 
tit, unlc(s perhaps a reſtleſs Night may force 
them to call it in to (upply the place of a more 
ulual and pleaſing Anodyne. Whether this be not 
the pitch of many Gent/emens Devotion, I appeal 
to any that obſcrycs their Practice. 

9. NOR have they much more to do in the 
Library, than the Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Romances, any deeper fort of reading is as 


formidable to them, as the Mines or Galleys; 
H NOT 
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nor do they without wonder look at thoſe who 

can voluntarily ſet themſelves to ues thoſe 

Oars. Bur Divinity is beyond all others under 
ejudice with them, decricd not only as a crab- 


ed, but wngentile ſtudy; ſo that upon pain of 
Reproach, none are to know more of it, than ma 
juſt qualifie them to deride it; or read the Bible 
to any other purpoſe, than to enable them to blaf- 

eme God in his own ſtile. If theſe Men may 

aid at all ro converſe with God, it is in the 
ſame manner that the Phariſces did with our $a 
viour, with the inſidious deſign of entangling him | 
in his talk, Math. 22. And ſure the more time is | 
thus ſpent, the worſe. 

1o. PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themſelves of the other parts of this 
Duty ; that 7ime which they ſhould beſtow 6<- 
ther in preventing or curing their ſpiritual Ma: 
ladies, they lay out wholly in contraQing or in- 
creaſing them. They have made a molt ſtrif 
league with the Fleſh, and like fairhful Conſe 
derates they omit no endeavour to ſtrengrhen its 
Party, to ſupply it with freſh Forces, the e- 
pence of the whole day is managed wholly in or- 
der to that end. Thus that they may be ſure to 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give it 
a nouriſhing breaktaſt of Sloth in the morning, 


a full meal of glutrony at noon, beſides multi | th 
tudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fane | dc 


cies all the day: and with theſe Auxiliaries, it: 2 
: 


necd not doubt ro maintain the Field againſt 


poor macerated Chaſtiry. So again, leſt Sobrie| an 
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ſhould _ to ſurprize them, and gain but 
honour of one Day, how vigilant are they to 

ve it the firſt aſſault? Scarce a day that they 
, oh not up in Battalia againft it, and ſeldom 
mils giving it a total Rout; and if flecp like a 
Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them in the 
morning again, yet that little ſucceſs is but a 
preparation to a mpre ſignal Defeat in the after- 
noon, Which is with many, a time alotred whiol- 
ly to theſe skirmiſhes; perhaps the chaſe follow- 
&d all night, nay, putſued fo far by ſome, till an 


| habirual Sotriſhneſs ſave them the labour of theſe 


Quotinian Combats. Nor is their Pride ſo af- 
fronted, as to be forgot in the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good fcantling of ir is cut out to 
its uſe 3 ſome 1n contriving and deſigning theit 
Cloaths, and ſome in putting them on ; ſome in 
admiring themſelves, and {ome in projecting to 
be admired by others; ſome in hearing flatte- 
ties, and morc in refleting and ruminating upon 
them. 

11. AS for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted ro theſe or ſome 
other ſet and ſolemn Senſualities, they arc 
gleaned up by Sports and unſignificant paſtimes ; 
nay, even ſome who abſtain from the former, do 
yet fo wholly abandon themſclves ro: the latter, 


.\ that their lives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 
| der this number 1 have no intention to include all 
| Whoallow themſclves Recrcations; 1 know ſome 


divertilement is ſo neceſſary both to the Body 
and Mind of a Man, thar if it keep within mo- 
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derare bounds, it is bur a juſt debr to himſelf, | 


and cannot fall under any ill character ; but 
that which is reprehenſible in this matter, is 
the exceſs and inordinacy of it, the making 
that a buſineſs, which ſhould be bur a diverſion. 
And this we ſee too uſual with many, who abſurd- 
ly ftcetch this Priviledge of their Gentility, even 


till it break ; purſue their ſporgs of Hawking and | 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently and aſſiduouſy, 


thar c're they arc aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callings; never conſidering that a Faulkner 
or Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vocation, as 


thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other | 


aſtimes of this nature any Man ſuffers to uſurp 
is time, he does in it extremely reproach hine 
ſelf, racitely confeſſes, thar he is unfit for gence 
rous and manly employments, and calls himſelf 
Child, whilc he thus trifles and plays away his 
days. 


12.1 K NOW not whether I may rank the 
great and atep Gameſters in this File : for though 
the nature of their employment belong to it, yet 
there are ſuch conſiderable ruinous ctfes of it, 
as {cem to place it in the number of more ſeri- 
ous Ills, And indeed, though Cuſtom hath cal- 
led it Play, yet the many anxious fears and un- 


calic Commotions which ulually attend it, cyince 
the great impropicty of the Title, and would | 
more reaſonably have given it a name of the di- | 
re contrary importance. But as feigned names | 
aic commonly an art of conccaling perſons, lo 
thts Trade atlumes the ſtile of WI mon * 
cc 
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deed to diſguiſe its true Original which undoubt- 
cdly is Coycroulneſs. For, what imaginable cauſe 
can there be aſſigned, beſides the defire of Win- 
ing, that ſhould make Men venture what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe ? Ir is certain, he thar 
plays for a piece, has as much of the divertive 
part, as he thar ſtakes a thouſand: and were that 
all were deſigned, Men need not, and certainly 
would not fo profuſcly over-buy what offers it 
ſelf ar fo much a cheaper rate. I know this is a 
motive Men think too ſordid to own, but would 
God they would once learn (in this better ſenſe) 
to revere themſelves as well as others, and de- 
ſpiſe to be prevailed on by what they are aſhamed 
to ayow. Burt the event ordinarily ſpeaks it 
as great a Folly, as Mcanneſs, of which there 
are too many {ad inſtances in the Shipwrackt 
Fortunes of thele Adventurers. And indecd there 
is nothing wonderful in it, but that Men will be 
lo mad as to run the hazard. For that being 
luppoſed, it is not art all ſtrange to (ce them ſink 
under it, For a Man has here to deal not with 
Chance alone (which yet were bur a tickliſh bot- 
tom to imbark in) but with ſuch combinations of 
Deccit, that even good Fortune it ſelf will not 
lecure him: ſo that he that has not learnt to 
Plough with the ſame Heifer, is like ro make bur 
lad Husbandry of it. And even thoſe that have, 
if they happento get ſome kew good Crops, yet 
they quite wear out the toil with chem, forteir 
that Reputation with all conſidering Mcn, which 
ſhould let them in to farther OPPOrtunitics, and 
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leave themſelves to live not ſo much upon their | 


own Wits, as other Men's Follies. It 1s true in- 
deed, that hath in theſe latter days youu 2 
retty large Common to graze on, and ſome have 
cd ro thrive well upon «t; but generally ſuch 


which leaves them as bare and meagre as ever, 
In ſhort, Cheating has uſually a reflexed efficacy, | 
and deccives none more than thoſe thar ulc it: 
Yer {uch aftroke hath icnow got in Gaming, that 
in moſt Companies it leaves men only this mile- 


Cattel meet art laſt with a pinching Winter, | 


rable choice, whether they will be aQtive of 
paſlivein it. Which methinks ſhould be enough 
to awaken Men, as immoderatc Tyrannies ulcto 
do, to vindicate their Libcrtics, and reduce Ga 
ming from this cxorbitancy to its Primitivc ule, 
make ir cca(c to be a Trade, and become a Re- 
creation: and that roo bounded within ſuch juſt 
limits, that it may not incroach on thoſe hours 
which fhould be deſtined ro greater concern 
ment. Bur as it is between this and the rel, 
either Impertinencics or Viccs, all their time is 
{o pre-ingaged and tore-ſtalled, that their molt 
important intercſt js left forlorn and negiccted ; 
they have as little Leifure as Will ro contider the 
poor Soul, or ſcarce toremember that they carry 


any ſuch trifle about them. 

13. AND now they that thus forget God | 
and themſelves, no wonder if they afford lictle | 
conſideration to their brethren. They will not ' 
be guilty of ſuch an /»decorum, or deny the Body 
of 1in its exact ſymmetry, by making this part 

-4 ad unpro- 
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unproportionable to the reſt ; and therefore they 
cither allow no part of their 7:me to others, or do 
it to ſuch inyerted perverſe purpoſes, as makes the 
yment worſe thana robbery. Thus many be- 
Ro Vifits on others, not our of any purpole of 
kindneſs, bur cither to trifle away their own 
time, or to make obſcryations, what they can 
py ridiculous to entertain their laughrer. A my- 
ery the Lender viſitants on greet well rcad 
in, who have put this buſineſs long ſince into a 
ſertled courſe ; ſo that the diſcoverics of one Vi- 
ſit ſers them in a ſtock of defaming, back-biting 
diſcourſe for the next, and fo ſucceſſively 4d in- 
finitym. So again, many who call themſelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that Title, 
if they can find out a young Hcir of much Wealth 
and little Prudence, how officious, how dilige 
are they in attending him 2 watching him as glad- 
'& a Vulcure'docs the fall of a Carcaſle,rtill rhey 
dan advantage to rook him at Play, cntangle 
him in Surctiſhip, or perhaps betray himto ſome 
mean and uncqual Match. So if they hear bur 
of a beautiful Woman, what contrivanccs, what 
deſigns do they lay, firſt ro (ee, and then rocors- 
rupt her; make it a buſincls to themſelves, as 
well as a Trade to their Agents and Factors, to 
ſpring ſuch game? and upan ſuch occaſions as 
ele can libcrally ſacrifice their 7/me, of which 
when any Charitable Office would borrow from 
them bur ſome few minutes, they arc then ſuch 
buſic pcrſons, they can by no means afford ir. 


ANiba/'s blunt and churlijh refiſal, or ar beſt a 
H 4 Filix's 
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Flix's put off to a convenient ſeaſon, are the uſual | 


returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate the 
Propoſal, to go in queſt of ſuch Opportunities, 
looks with them like a piece of Anight-errantry, 
has o little of their pratice, that it ſcarce eſcapes 
their ſcorn. 

14 AND now what a heavy Bill of Indid- 
ment is like one day to be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bours ſhall all joyn intheir Charge! Oh that they 
would ſeaſonably conſider how ſadly obnoxious 
they are to it, and that condemnation which will 


inevitably follow it; that ſo they may accord- | 


ing to Chriſt's counſel, Mat. 5. 25. Agree with 
#heſe Adverſarics while they are in the may, 
and by yiclding to cach of them for the fu- 
cure a a portion of their 7ime, compound 
the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againſt them, 
That they would remember, that of all their 
prodigalirics, this of their Time is the moſt de- 
{perate, ſuch as is moſt impoſſible to redcem, 
and yer that whercin thcy are of all others the 
dcepliclt concerned. And this they would cer- 
rainly be convinced of, if their Aicry Fancies 
could bur ſo condenſe into Earth, as to bring 
them into any acquaintance with their Beds of 
duſt, give them ſome forctaſte of their Dying 
tcrrors'; for let rhem bur ſadly think whar they 
would then give for ſame few of thoſe Days they 
now ſtudy to fling away, and they cannot chulc 
bur infer rhe necellity of being better — 
| gn We 
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| We read in Scripture of the Demoniacks awel- 
| ing among the Tombs: but the Devil has ſure 
that Habitation; for thoſe whom he 
now poſſeſſes he permits not to converſe at all 
there, as knowing it is the propereſt preparative 
to his diſpoſſeſſion. And doubtleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſm, as of all others, fo 
of this Evil Spirit, ( this filchiag Devil, that chus 
| ſteals from Men their precious hours ) often to 
deſcend into the Vaul: or Charnel-houſe, and 
by ſerious conſideration how ſhort their 7ime 
is, to inforce upon themſclves a care of redeem» 
| ing it. 
- 5. NOR nced they fear, that to redeem 
| their Time, they mult ſel] their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves ro a joylels ſtare of life. For 
though it is true they mult reſign rhcir counter» 
feir, they ſhall have real delights in exchange ; 
they muſt part with their Glaſs, bur ſhall have 
Gold inſtead of ir. And as none bur a rude 7z- 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Litcral, fo 
none but a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſenſe. For in the firſt place, he that im- 
ploys his 7:me in converſing with God, is not on- 
ly more honourably and more profitably, but al- 
lo more pleaſantly buſied than he can poſlibly be 
any other way. We all lay, 7hat God is the Cen» 
ter of Felicity ; bur he gives himſelf the lic, that 
docs not withal confels, that the cloſer acquain- 
tance we have with him, the nearer approach we 
make to happineſs. For whoever believed the 
yon 
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Sun to be the Fountain of hear, and yer feared ty 
freez by drawing near its Rays? Indecd none bu 
the down-right Atheiſt can with any tolerable 
Logick, diſhure the pleaſantneſs of this Duty. 
For can any whole Faith has (cr upa God, ſuf 
their Fancies to dreſs him like a Friend 2 Pur og 
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him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beger averſion, 
deter them from approaching to him? Can 
call him a Deity, ro whom they will not attrs | 
bure ſo much as they will to every ingeneous 
Man, the honour of being good Company 2 This 
is to be not only prophane but abſurd. And if 
there be any of to ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him 
uncapable of conviction by Argument: the com 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, viz 
Experience. Let him by frequent, yet reverent 
Addreſſes to God, grow into ſome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re 
ceiving his refreſhing Influences, and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been to him- 
ſelf in thus long holding off. In humane Con- 
yerſations weuſe not to find the gult and reliſh of 
them, till we arrive to ſome degree of Freedom: 
they that conyerle as ſtrangers, are under con 
ſaints and uneaſineſs. And certainly the main 
cauſe of that diſguſt Men have to this Spiritual 
entercourfe, is their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. 
They addreſs to God perfetly as ſtrangers, nov 
and then pay him a ſlight Viſit,as it were by way 
of formality and complimeat; and then no wor ! 
der if it be neither ſatisfactory ro God nor them 
felyes. Bur then 'tis ſure great injuſtice wy 
an 
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fame that as unpleaſant, which becomes fo only 
by their own ill managery; to ſay there is no wa» 
ter in the Well, only becauſe they neglect to pre» 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of it up. 

16, IN the next place 'tis ſure, their Souls 
gzxcan them no malice in exaCting part of their 
Time, For firſt, what they beſtow in improving 
and exalting their Underſtandings, does not ny 
bring themin advamages in the end, bur affords 
themalſo very fair accommodations by the way. 
Learning yields ſuch varicty of agreeable enter= 
tainments, that like the Manns in the Wilders 
xs, it adapts it ſelf ro every Man's taſte, he that 
likes not one ſort may fit himſelf with another ; 
and ſure he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated palate, 
to whom none of them will reliſh. I can ſcarce 
think Nature has produccd any thing ſo diſtem- 
per'd; bur Men take up general and implicite 
prejudices, and will look on Books in no other 
notion but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they 
would but conſider them as Companions, they 
could not mils of one kind or other, to find a plea» 
lant converſation among them. 

17. AS for that portion of their 7ime which 
is ſpent in attendance on the yet more ſpiritual 
p of them, 'tis rather a gift than a robbery, to 

lp them to ſuch a way of expence. Ingenuous 
Men think it a prize when they mcer an opportu- 
nity to reſcuc from the fullage of time any thing 
that carries the ſtamp of ancient worth and No- 
bility. Bur this is a picce of the greateſt Anti- 
quity, of the nobleſt, yea divineſt Impreſs. How 

| can 
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can Mcns hours be better laid out, than in reſts 
ring it to its primitive luſtre, in wiping off tha 
ſoil wherewith the ſteam of boiling pallions hath 
obſcured it, and by disburdening it of thoſe load 
of noxious humours under which it labours, like 
good Phyſicians, recover it from a languiſhing, 


infirm, to a vigorous athlctique habit? And ſure 
the ſatisfaction of this muſt far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that which is uſually 
taken up inſtead of ir, can with no juſtice pre 
tend to any tolerable complacency. No Manen- 
vies his Felicity, but contemns his ſordid and 
abject Spirit, that picks our the baſcſt and un- 
worthicſt company : And ſhall it here paſs for 

leaſure to conſort only with the plcbeian part of 
himſelf, choſe fcnlual Apperires, which are the 
Common People of this little World, to ſpend 
all his time in Treating and Careſfling of thel:, 
and in the interim let the Soul, which is of 6 
noble an extraction, ſo excellent Endowments, 
ſtand by ncgleed, nay be trodden to death in 
the croud of this vulgar rabble? Certainly this 
isa Tragedy, that no Man would ſcc upon the 
Stage without indignation: yct God knows, this 
is it Mcn daily act over with applauſe ro them- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 


Scene, and let the oppreſt Soul have irs Scaſon 


of triumphing; doubtleſs they would find it 
| 


more pleaſant ro ſhare in irs Conqueſts than in | X 


its ruine. We rcad indeed of ſome Nations 
that have by the rites of a barbarous Religion 


been forced tro make [Tumane Sacrifices: Wo 
n 
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find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 
ir ſelf, as to make it matter of delight. And has * 
our Civility ſo far out-done their Barbariſm, that 
it ſhall be pleaſure rodothart in ſpight of our Re- 
ligion, which they did in obedience to theirs? 
To butcher the Man within us, and leave nothin 

but our outward Form and inward Guilt to dit- 


| ference us from Breaſts > He that diſclaims this, 


muſt neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies on the 
other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the uſur- 
pations, = tyranny of the Fleſh; and conſe- 
quently that the time he thus beſtowsis not loſt, 
but improved to his own greateſt preſent, as well 
as furure advantages. 

18. THE like may (in the laſt place ) be 
ſaid of that part of it which is laid out to 
the benefir of others, which is that which 
brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 
delights: the plealure of Obliging being of all 
thoſe the moſt raviſhiag and tranſporting. And 
for this we need not the verdidt of Chrittianity : 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is {o reccived a truth, that ſcarce any Man 
will ayow fo much ill naturc as to refiſt it in 
diſcourſe, how much fſoeycr his Practice diſowns 
it. Indeed this is a pleaſure of fo cxhalted, fo 
quinteſſential a kind, that what Zerod's Audi- 
tors {aid in flattery of his Oration, we may lay 
in truth of this, *Tis che delight rather of 2 God, 
thas a Man. Thar Soycraign Bcing, though he 
were cternall happy in hbimiclf, yer as if he had 
| wanted 
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wanted of his complete felicity, whilſt he enjoyed 
it alone, was plcafed rather to create, than want 
objetts of his goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which 
God himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation, as to 
make a World in order to it, fure cannot, with 


out the moſt impious contradiftion of his choice, | 0 


be deſpiſed by Man. And certainly tis none of 
the leaſt of thoſe benefirs he hath vouchſafed our ' 
nature, that he hath given us a capacity of wy | 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may ad: 
vantage and _ one another ; ſo pointing us 
out a courſe, whereby we may not only inno- 


| — 


cently but ſucceſsfully entertain Lucifer's deſign, 
of being like the moſt High, It really makes Men 
what the Heathens vainly fanſied their Ftv, 
even Demi. Gods. O that thofe, who think it 
Noble to be aſpiring, would thus verifie the opi- 
nion by terminating all their wiſhes and endex- 
vours in this one Generous Ambition! and then 
*tis ſure they would not necd to be told the hap 
pineſs of this ſo Deifying an Employment. 
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Of the Fourth Advantage, that of his Au- 
thority. 


Gentlemas's advantage, in reſpeQ of his 
Asthority over thoſe that relate to, or de» 

don him. And this if rightly managed, is 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being per» 
yerted as any of the former. He who has ſecu- 
lar ties upon Men, may often by thoſe cords 
which bind their worldly intereſt, draw them to 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. A 7enant who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good Will 
of his Landlord, a Penſioner whoſe ſubſiſtence 
reſts upon the bounty of his Patron, will ſtrive 
to model themſelves to ſuch a form, as may belt 
ſuit the inclinations of the Perſon they defire ro 
endear: they arc uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to others. Bur then, as varicty of Seals 
make diflering Impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 
of theirs may be cither abuſed toill, or improved 
to good; this Wax may receive the Image of a 
Beaſt or an Angel. Ir is therefore the duty of 
thoſe whoare pollcſt of this advantage, to ule it 
to the impreſting not of Vice, bur Vertue; to 
contrive how they may molt cffectually dif: 
countenance the one, and encourage the other. 


I. F: the Fourth place weare ro confider the 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 
portunities of, towards cither of thoſe relations 
forementioned. 

2. BUT rtonone fo often as to their Deme- 
ſticks and Menial Servants. Thele are always fo 
much in their road, that they ſeem to be marked 
out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he is ſet as a Watchman, Ezek. 3- 17. over his Fa- 
mily, and ought as jealouſly ro obſerve the ap- 
proach of any Vice towards it, as a Centinel does 
that of an Enemy. "Tis a very pernicious error 
for Men to think themſelves no other ways con- 
cerned in their Servants, than they arc in their 
Horſes or Oxcn, to look upon them only as ano- 
ther ſpecies of Working-cattel, and (ſo they do 
their buſineſs, care not how arrant Brutes they 
be. Whercas they ſhould remember, that they 
with themſeclycs are Common-ſervants to the one 
great Maſter, and that the ſubordination of the 
oneto the other is but the wile Orconomy of their 
Lord, who has ( as in great Families we fee it 
uſual) conſtituted the one as Stewards or Super- 
Viſors, to regulate the reſt ; and then 'twill ap- 
pear a piece of enormous unfaithtulneſs to neg- 
lect this charge. To avoid which guilr, it will 
concern Gentlemn to have a icdulous care over 
thoſe that arc thus intruſted to them, to make 
ſtrict inſpections into the manners of their ſcr- 
vants, and accordingly to apply inſtructions,and 
admonitions, reproots, or incouragements. And 
that they may not tranſcribe Phareal's Tyranny of 
exacting 
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exafting brick without ſtraw, require the ſuperſteu» 
ure of Chriſtian lives, where there wants the 
neceſſary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
muſt provide that none under their charge 
he deſtitute of the means of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may 
bring them into an acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to all theſe endeavours *ris indiſ- 
xnſably neceſſary for them ro avow ſuch a Love 
to Piety and Vertue, and ſuch a deteſtaration of 
the contrary, that rheir ſervants may ſee, that 
there is bur one way of approving themſelves 
both to their carthly and heavenly Maſter. 

3. IF it be here objected, Thar ir is but a 
counterfeit vertue, which derives ir ſelf from the 
are of pleaſing men, and ſo that rhis is, but to 
rach them to convert prophanencſs to hypocri- 
le: I muſt yield fo far as to confels, that where 
that continucs the final motive, it will never 
mailany man. But as God often uſes remporal 
nd outward occurrences, to produce inward 
ad ſpiritual cftes, ſo it may here happen, thar 
ole whoſe firſt approaches to goodneſs were 
mercenary, and our of compliance ro others may, 
Iycoming within view of ir, diſcern it ſo amiable, 
ar they may after love it for it felf. And in- 
\&ed conſidering rhe rude ignorance uſual among 
[vie vulgar, 'ris {ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
ce it upon the bare {trengrh of ſpeculation, 
ad therefore mult be allowed ſecular invitarions, 
(8 baits to allure them. - As for rhoſe thar never 
Wyance higher than the mcer Ferm of Godlineſs, 
| ] what 
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what weight ſoever it may add to their own 
doom, yer perhaps that may juſtly be accounted 
leſs milchicvous to the world, than the contrary 
extreme; Hypocriſie being a fin that cannot well 
ſer up for Proſelytes, becaule it never owns it (elf 
of a diſtint party from true Piety. And 'tis not 
impoſſible, that the example of a feigned Chris 
ſtian may teach others to ſurmount their copy, 
and be that in ſmcerity, which he is but in appeas 
rance : whercas open Vice pretends to no {uch 
xoffibility, breaths nothing but Contagion, and 
ike a Peſt infets communitics. We have theres 
fore rea{on to conclude, that if this care were ge- 
ncrally taken, 'rwere a {crvice not only to God, 
but the Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank of mcn, than from lewd and idle 
Servants; who uſing thcir places only as a ſhelter 
for their ſloth and licentioulne(s, when that 
Gonrd withers, know not whirhcr to rctire, but 
uſually either live Beggars, or dic Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemen's familics were fo ordered, 
asto become Seminarics of Induſtry and Sobriety, 
the number of them 15 lo greac, that they might 
be able to lend out many Colonics of ulctul and 
civil perſons. 

4. THERE is allo another fort of Relativr, 
Viz. 4 Friead: over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings trom thus {crvil 
ſtock of hopes & fears, yet they have one of a much 
more noble delccur, and more vigoroiis cflicacy. 
| riend{hip has a key tothe heart, whic!1 it may utc 
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not only to let it ſelf intoits ſecrets, bur alſo to 
introduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and 
inclinations; it ſo mixes with the mind, that it 
may inſenſibly convey into it any /dea. Now to 
uſe rhis intimacy to the bringing in any thin 
baſe and unworthy, is the vileſt treachery, ſuc 
as is but imperfely repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requires his Friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A 
guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorced,that none is to 
think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt diſtance from 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſues the dire 
contrary ; he therefore that hath a Friend, ought 
ſtudiouſly ro contrive how he may moſt promore 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward 
and ſecular, but alſo (yea principally) his in- 
ward and ſpiritual. This is the only ſenſe where- 
in 'tis lawful to have defigns upon him, and in 
this he is not only licenſed, bur obliged to have 
ſo. He muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems ro 
recommend and endear yerrue to him, make his 
kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the more grarcful- 
ly to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholclome, e- 
ven reproofs, when they appear ſo; and yet by ra- 
king his own turn in being the Patrenc, evince, 
that 'tis no aſſuming humour, that creates him a 
Phyſician. If friendſhips were thus managed, it 
would be indeed a molt ſacred relation, tuch as 
would be above the violations of thoſe petty tri» 
vial diſtaſtes, which now adays ditlolve them. 
Hearrs that are rycd rogether with thele conle- 
crated bands, are like Man and Wife joyned uw 
I 2 rher 
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ther inſeparably by God, and much for the ſame 
end of propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior 
to their patrern, as the mind 15 to the body, the 
divine excellencics of a Saint to the natural com- 
poſition of a man. We may reaſonably believe 
they were Fricndſhips of this making, that firit 
brought that name into ſo much veneration, and 
were they again reduced to this, no Encomiums 
could be too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 
were a work well worthy che {pirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who ſince they generally profels 
much revercnce to the word, 'tis pity they ſhould 
caſt away their adorations on an empty ſhrine. 
The Hcathens had /zcantations to recal rheir Gif- 
pleaſed Deities into their forlaken Images. | 
wiſh they would allo try ſome holy magick to 
bring back ſumewhat of the prinutive divine ipi- 
rit to animate this now livelcls trunk: that they 
who jullly think it an »zgertil: reproachlul thing, 
not to have fome body whom tacy call Fricnd, 
may think it much motc lo, not to pay ailthe rcal 
Kindnels duc to that appellation. 

5. HAVING thus far piven an 2ccount 
what are the proper anc jult ezyploy meats of this 
Authority over their (everal {Kelations, our me- 
rhod now requires us to rcilect a litule on their 
Prafice, and that in the molt we thall tind as far 
[werving from the rulcin this particular, - as any 
of the former. So tac, alas, arc Gertleim:n from 
making their Power inflrumcatal ro the mtuting 
good,thatthereis nothing morc ordinary than to 
Ice them dilpoſe it co the direct contrary. The 
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ſcorn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 
piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that is like to prove to them. And 
then 'tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them calt the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 
aims to yer an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 
tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies in a quite 
oppolite road. He mult find out what Vice of 
the Gent/-man he may be molt ſerviccable to. 
Sometimes he muſt purvey for his Lult, ſome- 
times for lis Intemperance ; and even when he 
has cloyed thole groller appetites, yer his Pride 
will always remain inlatiable. He mult ſtil] pro» 
vide air for that Chameleon, lay out his whole 
breath in flatteries (a more hellith wind than any 
the Laplanders ſell.) *Tis this en{hrining his 
Diana which is the craft by which he expects his 
wealth: and therefore whatever other otfice he 
execures by ſtarts, a Paraſite fs to be his conitanr 
trade. 

6. IN like manner their Servants arcdilciplin'd 
to be the Minitters of their Luxurics, and not 
only to ſerve but trankcribe chem. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom mils to be taken up by the whole 
Houſe, as if rhey were to be the Cognizances and 
Badges to witnels ro whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very well trult ro the 
efficacy of their barc Exampic, yet as if they 
could never be {ecure enough of corrupting their 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
Rules of Inſtiturion. Thus it 1s one of the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Holpita.ity, That no 
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ſtranger be ſent ſober away. So that their Houſes 
may well paſs for inchanted Caſtles ; no Man ſcarce 
that comes into them, being able to guide him- 
ſelf out. They keep, as it were, ſolemn Faſt 
and 7urnaments of Debauchery, to challenge all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to deal 
withal, Combartants of all ranks. In ſhort, Gen 
Hemen's Families are become ſuch perfect Acade- 
mies of Liecntiouſneſs, that the moſt innocent 
Puny will there in a very ſhort time become pro- 
ficient. And this, God knows, is the ordinary im- 
provement they make of their Authority; as if 
they afle&ted to ourbid the tyranny of the Twt, 
in {ending a Halter to his Vaſlals, and making 
them their own Executioners; or thought it a dil- 
paragement to their Qualities, to go to Hell with- 
out an honourablc Rerinue. 

7. AS for the other ſort of power that which 
they have over their Friends and intimates, 'tis 
not dilcernible thar they manage rhat better. 
Who almoſt 1s there, that ſeems at all to divert 
co the Eſſential part of Friendſhip? What a R+ 
rity, | had almoſt {aid a Prodigy is it, to find 
(even amoriglt rhofſe that profels the greatelt 
dearncls) any that hath cither the Courage to 
g1vc, or the hunulity to reccive an Admonition ? 
Bur inſtead of thoſc wounds of a Friend, Prov. 27. 
©. there 1s nothing more common among them, 
than the kiſſes of an Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing 
in ill, as rcnders it inveterate and incurable; and 
ke Joth to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 29. 10. ſheds out the 
? owels, When it preteuds to kiſs. Nay, as if it 
were 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vi- 
ces they find already plantea, they ſow new 
Seeds communicate their perſonal ones to each 
other, as if the communith of Friendſhip obliged 
them murually ro diffuſe their poiſons. Were 
many of thecloſeſt intimacies now adays ranſack- 
ed tothe bottom, it is to be feared this would be 
found the baſis and ground- work of them. He 
thathath advanced above the beaten road, arrived 
tothe more elevated myliterious parts of wicked- 
neſs, (The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev. 2. 
24.) would loſe much of the gutt, if he thould 
not get fome Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt, and propagate his proficiency. Thus fa- 
crilegioully is this vencrable relation of Friend» 
ſhip profancd, by being proſtiturcd ro the vileſt 
and molt dceteſlable purpoſes; and by this accurd- 
ed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſes, be- 
comes only a Confederacy in ſin, a Combination 
and league againſt what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertuc. 

8. THESE arc (uch wretched perverſions of 
their power, that one would guels it were ſome 
great and very conſiderable weight of preſent Inte» 
reft, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
Bur when that is cxamin'd, 'twill be found to lic 
wholly on the other tide. The former Setion 
gave us occaſion to dilcern how trau(porting a de- 
light ir is, ro be the Inſtrument of any good to 
others. Burt as there is no good can bear propor- 
tion with that which is done to the Soul, fo ccr- 
tainly ro be an agent in chat, mult far manſon 
I 4 the 
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ſo diſpenſes his Bounty, as to engage men to Ver- 
rue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perlon, out- 
vices the: moſt profuſe Donations of the greateſt 
Porentates. They can give bur ſome little par- 
ccls of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a migh- 
ry Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. $o 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servants to be God's, does not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, bur is as it were a Patriot cen 
to Heaven it (elf; provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helps to ſecure it from that emptineſs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickednels 
of men ſcems to threaten ir. And then in relati- 
on to (uch his Servants, he is of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful and obliging : they provide 
pcrhaps ſome petty Annuities, he gives a ſtateof 
Inheritance, nay of Etcrnity, 

9. THIS is a valt Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteſt Wocldling can have no tem- 
ptation to grudy;c. Aman may thus withouta 
Riddic give much, yct part with nothing, nay, 
acquire thar very thing to lumſelf, which he dif 
penles to others. So that here is no place for 
the uſual (though unjuit) ObjeCtion of impove 
rijaing ones [clf, which is that alone which oftey 
ccadsrthe rcl1ih, or diverts the attempt of other 
Libcralities. And rhcreforc this fort which 1s 
re{cued from that one pollibic allay, mult certainty 
ly yicld che mo!tt vigorous and unmixt Plealure ; 
it being ture, that bounty has 1n it (elt ſo much 
of agrcemen: with Humane Nature, as willine- 

+ vitably 


the pleaſure of all other Benefactions. He that 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 
where it 15 not fo interrupted or allayed. 

10. | MIGHT here add ex abundanti, that 
there is likewiſe a Secular Profit attending it. For 
if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly Conſci- 
entious, they would be of very much more ule ro 
them. They might employ them ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them bur their own 
Conſciences. *Twould not then be, fo many 
Servants ſo many Thieves and Harpyes, but fo 
many Factors and Traftickers for the Maſters ad- 
vantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care: though I confels 'ris 
to be wiſhed, that the former more ingenuous 
Motive may be ſo prevalent, as to ſuperſede all 
ule of this; it being very unreaſonable that God 
ſhould need Auxiharics from Mammon. Yet 
as once the Iſraelites borrowed of the ZEeyptians, 
ſo it may not be amiſs ro make this Inferiour con- 
ſideration a itep to the other more Noble: that 
even they who have yet no gult of that moreHe- 
roick Pleature, may on the intuition of this 
Worldly advantage, endeavour to improve their 
Authority ro the Spiritual good of all that belong 
to them. 

11. BUT from no part of this Performance 
may they reap fo rich ſatisfaction, as from that 
which is cxcrcited cowards a Fried. For as their 
concernment 1$ ncarcr in him, than in the former 
more diſtant Relations, fo the Plealure of doing 
good tro him, mult proportionably increaſe; as 
that heat is moſt intenſe which is conveyed by the 
| ncareſt 
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neareſt Reflection. He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
ral ſtation in the great Body, as to {ympathize 
with every Member of it, muſt yer neceſſarily 
have the moſt acute ſenſe of whar befalls thole 
parts,to which he is moſt immediately conjoyned, 
Bur there is no ſtricter Union upon Earth, than 


that of a Virtuous Friendſhip; and then what can | 


be more ſatisfactory, than to preſerve or advance 
the Health of that, whoſe maladies himſelf is 
lure to feel, to improve and benefit char perſon, 
who is thus become a part of him? Perſons of 
quality love to deck and imbellith the place 
where they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Stic or 
Dungeon : bur friends dwell in cach other; and 
therefore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen 
to live in, m purging them from all foulnels and 
pollutions, and rendring them as pure and umma- 
culate ; nay, as (plendid and illuſtrious, as is pol- 
ſible. Certainly, there 1s nothing upon Earth 
more raviſhing, than a Friendſhip thus cntertain- 
cd. 'Tis ſome Anticipation of Hcaven, where 
thoſe lincs of love, which ſtretch themiclves to 
every part of the Circumfercnce, do all meer m 
God as their Center. It is indecd that which fur- 
mounts the poſhibiliry of an cxact deſcription, 


' and reſerves its full diſcovery to be the prize of 


Experience, Let it be tricd, and then I doubt 
nor, but hc that hath; made the Experirpent will 
readily atteſt the plcaſurc of thus employing this 
part allo of his Authority. 


SECT. 
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Of the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation. 


tion and Eſteem: which is generally 

preſumed rhe due of perſons of Qua- 
lity, unieſs where ſome perſonal unworthinels 
hath cur off the Entail, and forfcired that right. 
And though theſe days have taught the Vulgar 
to defalk much of that re{pet which former Ages 
paid to Superiors of all forts ; yer I cannor think 
the Levellize Principle hath ſo univerſally diffu- 
ſed ir ſelf, as totally ro raſe our all impreſſions 
of Revercnce towards them: fo that there (till 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 
gotiate with. It will be their part ſo to manage 
and diſpoſe ir, as to bring in profit to their Lord, 
by making italſo an Engine to draw men to piety 
and yertue. 

2. THIS they may ſometime do by Counſel ; 
tothe ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more con- 
tributive than an eſteem of the Adviſer, moſt 
men being rather apt to conſider who ſpeaks, than 
what is ſpoken. And therefore perlons, whole 
Quality and Education have prepoſſeſt them 
with an opinion of their Wiſdom, have a great 
adyantage towards the working on them, _ 

this 


T laſt Advantage is that of Reputa- 


this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of by 


ſecaſonable advices and cxhortations of thok | 


whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the 
entertaining of them, to take all prudent occaſi- 
ons to recommend —_ PradGic: to them, and 
by pulling off thoſe diſg 

ſures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- 


rue, to repreſent them in their true and native | 


ſhapes, the one the object of horror and deteſts- 
tion, the other of love and delight. *Tis the 
want of this diſcovery, that has given Impicty 
ſo free a range: it has dreſt it ſelf up in a coun- 
terfeit —— falſe Gems and Tinlel gau- 
dery: and in this glittering appearance it mar- 
ches on Triumphantly, receives acclamations, 

ea, and Obciſance too, nay commands not on- 
. the knecs, (as every proſperous Ulurper can 

o) bur even the hearts of mcn. And will 
' none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal for 
publick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoſtor, 
and ſhew the dazled World whar it is 1t thus 
bows to? Pcrhaps this is lookt upon only asthe 
buſincts of Divincs; bur certainly would Gel: 
men allo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
more proſperous underrakers. What comes on- 
ly out of the Pulpit, patles for th: fooliſhneſs o 
Preaching, x Cor. 1. 21. or for the dilcourſes of 
thoſe whoſe Trade it is to 1nveigh againlt fin, 
All their Thruſts being of cuurſe, and expected, 
their Wards are as well known too; and we daily 
ſee Vice approve it ſeit an cxpert Fencer againll 
them. Bur the cndcavours ot thelc would not 
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be liable ro thoſe prejudices : a blow from them 
would come (like the revolt of a Confederate) 
with the advantage of a Surpriſe. And there is 
liele doubt, bur by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times inſinuate that 


- | into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 


Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often 


| fail of. 


_ Counſel will be of lictle efficacy, it 
it be not ſaconded by Example, They mult 
therefore look their lives be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves, whilſt they go abourto 
perlwade others. He that ſhall with never lo 
preſling argumentcs dchort a man from that Sin, 
which himſclt at the next opportunity commits, 
will never be {uppoled ro have any real ill opint- 
on of ir, bur rather fo paliionare a love, that he 1s 
falous any bur it felt thould have its embraces. 
And then turely this will be fo far from averting, 
that it will excire the appetite of the other ro 
alte of that which he ſces is thought to deſira- 
ble as to be Monopolizcd. 

4 INDEED there is nothing by whick 
they have fo univerſal a» influzxce, as their Ex- 
ample, Things that are fct in tome high and 
eminent place, do naturally attract mens eyes to 
them, ſo that eminency of condition whercin 
Gentlemen arc placed, renders their actions 
more obſervable. They are like the City our Sa- 
viour {peaks of, {it oz au hill, and have by that 
advantageous ſituation the means of making 
their light (hine farther than other mens. And 
there- 


Therefare it ought to be their conſtant care, by 
the bright luſtre of their exa&t and exemplary 
Converlations, to enlighten rhe whole ſphere 
whercin they moye. Would Gentlemen make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whoſe 
benign Aſpect the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
be cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpired and 
rendred capable of excellcnt productions ? 

5. FOR what can be more perſwaftve to thoſe 
of the lower Ranks ro embrace V crrue, than to 
{ec it made the election of thoſe whom rhey ſup- 
pole ro have molt judgment to diſcern its value, 
and fo fall not on it blindfold, and who have alfo 
all the contrary pleaſures of Sin within their 
reach ; vay proſtrate art their feet, ſuing for en- 
rertainment and fo are not calt on it by impo- 
tence? What a blur and infamy would it caſt 
upon Vice, if it were once banithed out of Gentile 
gompany? And how fair a {tep would it be to- 
wards its exculſion out of all? Wee ſec whata 
natural aſpiring the lower fort have to approach 
to the condition of cheir Betters. And though 
that, being now aimed only art thcir Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, yet 
{ure ir were much inthe power of thoſe emulated 
perſons to make it ſo. For would they o order 
che matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-thine all 
their outward {plcndors, that it thould become 
the charaQter and diſtinctive note of a Gentleman, 
ro be eminently good, this were a way to con 
lecrate even Ambition it (elf, by making iran er 
gine 
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ine not to rack and torture men, as common 
ambitions do, but to advance them to all vertu- 
ous induſtry. 

6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degencrous Inclinations, and make 
himfelf a Gentleman without help of Heraldry. 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whole firſt riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewirh to ſcale 
Heaven. and how noble, how cxccllent a cha- 
rity is this, and yer of all others the cheapeſt, ic 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, 7o 
begin at home | The being good, is primarily a 
kindneſs ro themſelves, and to others only by 
way of reſult, and propagation, and calic conſe- 
quence. How unchrittian, unmanly, yea un- 
Skilful roo will it then be, to deny this bene- 
ation, which has that very argument on us 
fide, which is oppoſed to other kinds of Libera- 
lities? Thar ſcar of lefſening a man's ſelf, which 
in thoſe contracts and thucs up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them; for 
in this cale men cannot deny, without their own 
greateſt injury, and diminution. And ſure 
would jultly paſs for a pro«ligy both of malice 
and folly, for one ſo to avert the benctiting ano- 
ther, as to incur the grearett damage ro himſelf 
in avoiding It. 

7. BUT alas, it i; not only Charity cither 
to others or themlelves, which cxacts of them 
thus to promote Picty among men. They have 

bruught 
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brought themſelves under another more cor 
ſtraining obligation, I mean that of Fuſtice, par 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution : for 'tis too 
viſible they have been deeply acceſlary to its de- 
cay. So far have they been from adviſing and 
exciting men to g90d, that I fear their per{wa- 


ſive faculties have generally been employed to a | 


quire diſtant purpole. There are few or none, 
that by their own pious endeavours do at all abate 
the need of the Prieſts exhortations ; but ma» 
ny that do evacuate their eſhcacy, by decrying it 
as the greatcſt folly, the moſt unmanly tubmiſ- 
ſion, to yield them any contideration, AS for 
their own Counſecls, they arc too often in car- 
neſt, what Solomon's was by way of lrony, Eccl. 
11, 9. Walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes, encouraging and animating 
men to all Senſvality. And it they diſcern any 
begia to ſtartle at the courlc, to cntertain but a 
ſober thought of that dilinal end ro which it 
lcads ; he is to be laught out of that Hypocondriack 
fit, taught rolook upon it as a (pice of Phrendee, 
The loud noiſe of roaring Mirch is rc-inforced 
to drown that poor whiſper of Conſcicnce, and 
by the ſound as it were of tholc Trumpets he is 
incited to turn to his courle, as the horſe rub» 
eth into the Battel, Fer. 8. 6. all arts of cncou- 
ragement uſed ro embolden him to run fearletly 
on to Damnation. This 1s their own known 
Recipe----for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 
if it be not of every days practice, 'tis net, that 
chey haye any better merLod of Cure, bur fuch 
arts 
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arts of prevention, ſuch means ot itupcfaction and 


| obduration, char the diicale leldom occurs among 


them 
8. NOR do they omit to back and fortific 


this with proportionable Examples: which God 
knows are ſo many and fo efficacious, «hat like 
2 diſmai Cloud they overſpread our whole Ho- 


' rizon. They who are by God deſigned as lights 


to illuminate all abour them, have been the in- 
ſruments of introducing a more than Azyptian 
darkne(s, thereby excmplifying thar Aphioriſm 
of our Sqayiour's, Matt. 6. 23. If the hight that 
is in thie be darkneſs, how great i that dark» 

s/ 

9. WHAT a deluge of Profancneſs and Im- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, is 
too vilible not only by thedirect, but the reflex- 
ed beams, thoic lad Judgmears rhey have brought 
down upon it. And though there be too many 
jrings which feed this Ocean, yer there will 
arce any be found ro have more liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and ſcandalous viciout- 
nels of the G-ntry. They who are placed as 
Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing 
but malignant influences, what wonder is it, 
if an univerſal Peit enſuc? 'Tis they that have 
brought Vice into countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion of the times, ſo that People 
dread the ſingularity of being innocent, and a 
Man may with leſs peril of icorn appear in the 
moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, than own the Obſolete 
qplities of Mecknels, Purity, Sobriety, &c. 
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How great and fatal a ſnare this creditable. 
neſs of tin has proved, I fear there are too many 
chouſands of entangled Souls can witneſs. And 
on whom 'can they more. properly charge their 
ruine, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
this repufe in the World> Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenſion more than enough to ill; 
and therefore it hath been the buſineſs of Laws 
both hunmanc and divine to put 'a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to. re 
ſtrain rhcir inordinacy : but this converts the 
bridlc inte a ſpur, when thoſe that ſRould dif: 
countenance Vice, thus animate and encourage 
it, 

10. FOR what a Temptation'is it to the yul- 
gar to run to all exceſs of Riot, when they {ee 
their ſuperiors have beaten rhe path before them, 
and are themſelves immerſt in the moſt brutiſh 
{enſualitics 2 Which of them will cndure to be 
ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be accounted ( 
dignifying 2 quality, that it may make a Pex 
{ant company for a Lord? When Gentlemen are 
Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves very 
modeſtly wicked, if they be bur prophane. And 
when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud 
Volleys of Oarhs, they will ſoon- find they are 
as well qualified for that part of greatneſs as the 
beit. Their Tongues arc as much their own, Pſal, 
I2. 4. and will be glad that by ſuch an caſic um- 
ploymenr of them they can be Gentlemen fo good 
chea;>, "Twere as cnulcls as unneceſlary to equ- 
meratc the ſeveral forts of infetion, which & 
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ill examples of great Men have diffuſed. *Tis 
roobvyious in the moral effes to need any other 
way of diſcovery. And I am ſure it ought to 
be matter of the ſaddeſt refletion to all who 
ae involved in thar guilt; ir being a moſt direful 
account which they will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of ſuch mifcrable va- 
ſtations, rurned Communities of Men, of Chri- 
tans, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devils. 

tr. EVERY fin even of the privateſt ob- 
cureſt perſon carries much of contempt and af- 
font to the Divine Majeſty : bur great Mens vi- 
&s are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
aim (folemn War with Heaven, levy forces 


nddraw in Multitudes of abetters and confede- 
rates in thcir hoſtilities. And God knows this 
kind of Unevangelical violence the Aingdom of 
Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the Chicttains and 
leaders of thete unhappy troops, would ar laſt 
ink fit ro ſound a retreat; that they would, in 
pity if not to themſelves, yer to their ſeduced 
bllowers, ceaſe thus deſperately to ruth on upon 
the mourh of the Cannon, the Jaws of Hell ' 
And not only ſo, but that they would allo en- 
favour to bring them into ſome terms of accord 
vith that omnipotent Encmy they have provo- 
ted ; by their own penitent and reformed lives 
tach them rhe poſtures of humnulicy and fubmil- 
ſon, as they have formerly done that of deii- 
\nce, This certainly 1s that ro which common 
[qquiry obliges them, reparation of injurics being 

2 CQ1t- 
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confeſiedly an indiſpenſable part of Jukice. And 
certainly there can no injury. exceed, nay equal 
this of betraying Men to eternal ruine : and cons 
ſequently nothing leſs than the urmoſt induſtry 
to repair it can be any competent expiation. God 
grant all thoſe, whole guilt gives them a pecu- 
liar title ro this admonition, may own theirright | 
to it by a particular and (crious application, (uch 
as may for the future engage them to the molt 
zealous endeavour of reforming not only theme 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing their reputation 
from that fouleſt blor of being an agent for Sa- 
tan, and adyancing it to that higheſt dignity of 
being ſerviceable ro God, 

12 BUT there is lictle hope they will right- 
ly conſider the uſe, whoare to utterly miſtaken 
in the nature of true reputation. A man of He 
neur is now underſtood only to be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a Quarrcl, thart for every the 
rriiſingelt injury expects like Lamech, Gen 4.24 
to be avzenged ſeventy and ſeven fold ; that de 
{piles the Chriſtian precepts of Mecknels, Long: 
{uiicring and Forgivencls, as rudiments of 
cowardile and unmanly puſillanimity, and has 
no othcr meaſure of Courage and Gallantry, but 
by an ucrer oppoſition to all thoſe. And whilelt 
reputation is thus hung only art the point of the 
iword, 'tis a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bv- 


dics, bur ſurc not to ſave Souls. We find daily 
many occaſions to complain of the Tyranny d 
Cuttom and Opinion, bur {carce any where {0 
much as in thole unjuſt and ablurd Laws w 
1a\t, 
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have impoſed in this matter: which were they 
conſideringly weighed would ſurcly cvince them 
ſuch contemprible Legiſlators, as would be 
enough ro dethrone and depoſe them from that 
uſurped Empire they now maintain in the 
World. 

13. TO take only a ſhort and curſory view 
of them, we thall in the firſt place find themto be 
horribly impious. For what can be more lo, than 


| thus to tear off thoſe ſignatures of Honour, 


which God himſclf hath imprcit, and vilific thoſe 
whom he hath dignified > God has pronounced 
that it is the diſcretion of a man that deferreth his 
anger, and it is his glory to paſs over a tranſereſ- 
fon, Prov. 19. 11. And again, Ze that & ſlow to 
anger us better than the mighty, and he that ruleth 
bs ſpirit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16. 32. 
But this new notion of H :nour proclaims the 
quite contrary; he paſles for a Phlegmatick fool, 
whoſe blood boils not at the firlt glimpſe of an 
Affront ; and *ris Gallantry to offer many Inju- 
ries, but ignominious Tamencls to bear one, ft 
has always been the indiſputable prerogative of 
Kings to be the Fountains of Honour ; what an im» 
pious daring is it then to divelt him of that pri- 
viledge by whom Kings Reign To cance! his Pa» 
tents, and mark them out as the objects of icorn, 
towhom God gives lo glorious a tellimony 2 Yer 
thus is it daily done to the Men, whom thc King 
ef Kings will honour ; thelc arc all the Triumphs 
thele Mordecai's mult expect; an evidence how 
much worle they arc than 7amas, that allor 
K 3 them. 
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chem. Certainly there cannot. be an a of grea- 
ter defiance againlt the Divine Majcſty than thus 
to reverſe his Decrees, And upon this holtility 
and oppoſition againſt Heaven it is, that all the 
private Quarrels, and Combatcs on. Earth are (as 
on their foundation ) ſuperſtructed ; ſo that to 
initiate a Duclliſt, his firſt Challenge muſt be di- 
reed againſt God himſelf. 

'14- NOR arc thelc falſe meaſures of Hos 
nour more oppolite to Religion, than Prudence, 
The gloſſes the Sword-men have pur upon the one 
fundamencal Law of Not bearing an Injury, have 
introduced ſuch a multitude of 
Qilio's, that the next age will be in danger of 
receiving the Fable of Don Quixot for Authen- 
tick Hiſtory. And 1 (ce not with-what juſtice this 
can laugh at them in him and his Squire Saxcho, 
and yet think them {crious enough to govern Men 
in thcir moſt real and weighty concernments. 
ic would indeed aſtoniſh any ſober perſon rocon- 
ſider, what Chimera's they are, to which men (a- 
crifice all chat ought to be dear to them. How 
many Dxels have been fought, how many Men 
kill'd, ( when neither of the combatants were (0 
wpiacable but that they could willingly have 
cornpounded the matter) only becaule they 
thought point of ' Honour exacted 1t, and the 
declaring it would be inglorious 2 Certainly the 
Gallics 15 a flate of perfect liberty, compared 
with his bondage, And were the Relcale from 
thoſe necetlarily to inter a {ubjection ro this, 
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| men, I ſhould ceaſe my wonder why ſo many of 


them have delpiſed a manumilſlion. For thus go 
have a Man's Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, (not only to be 
loſt, bur loſt by his own at) is a ſlavery beyond 
all that the moſt abject creature ever groan'd un- 
der. And yet ſo prodigiouſly abſurd is the World, 
25to cut this out for the Benjamin's portion, make 
it the eſpecial and peculiar privilcdy. of Gntle- 


| my, They are ſcr upon a Theatre, and as the 


Gladiators of old, mult kill one another, only to 
entertain SpeCtators. And who would not think 
Bedlam the only Seminary to breed Men up for 
ſuch a Trade: Yet fo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
thar one may ſuſpet the Inſtitution of that Hol- 
pital is perverted, that that incloles only the S9- 
ber perſons, whilit the Frantick run loole abour 
the World. 

15. BUT perhaps the more malicious Duet- 
rs will think themſelves cxcmpr from thus num- 
der, becauſe "tis their own iatisfaction which 
they deſign in it: their Enemics bloud will 
make fo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
that they gaſp after it, and think it a pleature 
vcll worthy their purſuic. But ture thele ditter 
from the former, not as Wile mcn from Fools, 
but as a worſe Natured Fool from a better. He 
that would juftific rherationalnels of any Advens 
ure, muſt prove the Prize ar lcait tro cqual the 
Forth of that he hazards tor it. But who that 


| nfiders he has a Soul, can (crioully fer it at lo 


contemptible a rate? Or what Man in his wits, 
K 4 tha: 
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that believes a Hell, will ſay the pleaſure of a Re- 
venge can countervail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, 
none can with any pretence put it in balance 
with the mecr loſs of Life. For he that is kill 
(as every Man may be that fights) can have no 
ſenſe of thar pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable 
of the compenſariou, if that were able ro make it. 
Nay, | ſhall deſcend yer lower, and with ſome con- 
fidence affirm that tne uncaſie conſequences even 
of the victory do quite overwhelm the farisfai- 
on. For this I dare refer my ſelf ro any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Murde- 
rer and doubr not that if they will ſpeak their 
experiences, they will tell us that the cry of 
their Adverlarics bloud in their Conſcience, did 
utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in their Fancy, 
Or if they were perſons that were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeaace, yet the fear of Hu- 
mane was abundantly enough to defeat them of 
char plcaſure they expeRted : ſo impoſlible is it 
to gather grapes of thele thorns, to reap any con- 
rentment from ſo unchriſtian an attempt. Their 
Revenge is not compleated without Bloud : and 
if they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projeed from it, 
And thea what coiour of reaſon can any Man 
bring why he ſhould thus ſell h:s ſoul for nought, 
and becymea Plionick to Damnation ? 

16. BUT Revenge has two ill-matchr quali 
ties, Blininels and imperuotity; and fo all its 
darts, rhougin they carry force and ycnome 
enougi to deltroy all abour them, yer by being 
il 
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ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is nor in the 
World a more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which cules in this affair. What can be more 
ſencelc(s, than for mc, wacna Man has done me 
an injury, to think to wipe off that by expoſing 
my ſelf ro more? when he has given me the Lye, 
to invite him to give me the Stab roo? Did ever 
any man attempt to make up a breach by widen- 
ing ir? To cloſe his wound by teariag it further 2 
The Phyſicians indeed talk of a method of curing 
ſome Diſeaſes by Majoration : but tare Injurics 
arc not in the number of thoſe maladies, not ca» 
pable of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
tis poſſible, overwhelm, but not cure the lels, 


25 the more modcrate Pains become inlentible by - 


the ſuperveniency of che more acute. Yet | pre- 
ſume none will applaud his choice, that ſhould 
call for the Rack ro drown the pain of a Cur fin- 
ger, which yet is no hyperbolical Emblem of this 
lort of Revenge. 

17. BUT bcſides all this, our modern Gal- 
lantry is treacherous to it (elf, confutes its own 
pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly aflumes the Mos 
nopoly of Courage, is in\ced the mcauctt Co- 
wardile in the Wocid. That by which we ule to 
diſcriminate bale fear from jutt caution, is the 
formidablcnceſs of the object feared. No Man is 
reproached for not itanding the inundation of the 
Sea; but to quake ar ſtepping over a Gutter, 
would be a rilicuious timoroutnels. 4 would 
be neither woudcr nor ſhame to run from the on 
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ſuit of a Lion; bur ro be chaſed by a barking 
Whelp, is the property of an Harc, not. of a 
Man: And according to this meaſure, what 
wretched Cowards are our greateſt Z7e&ors ; For 
what can be morc contemptible than thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of Men they ſo tremble at? Which if 
they were ſurc to be univerſal, yer what real ill 
can they do a Man, who docs not by his own fan- 
cy lend them an cdge wherewith to wound him 2 
But neither can this be the Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity and" Sobricty be quite worn our of 
the World. For to a Chriſtian *tis certain the 
irreligion of fighting a Ducl would be the moſt 
infamous thing, and cven to a ſober Heathen the 
folly of it would be fo roo: {o that he can be in 
no danger of cither of thcir reproaches, for de- 
clining it. And when theſe are ſet aſide, who 
is there whoſe cenſure can be art all conſiderable? 
Yet this lo pitiful deſpicable thing is it, which 
{orerrifics and amazes them. And how ſhall we 
definc Cowardile, if this be not it? 

18. AND as it has the nature, ſo has it the 
Fate of ir too, which uſually is by flecing an ima- 
ginary danger, to fall into a rcal. Men fight, 
that they may nor be thought Cowards; and by 
fighting they do not only become indeed fo, but 
alſo ruth themſelves upon other far morc formi- 
dablc miſchicfs, run from a Scarcrow into a Pre- 
cipice. And now what a Riddlc is this thing they 
cail Gallaatry, which fo ſtartles at the weake!l 
noiſe, yet itands undauntedly the firoke of a 
Thunderbolt? They who ſo dread the reproach 
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of vain impotent Men, do yet confidently en- 
counter the anger of the omnipotenrt God ;and if 
Valour and Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confure my whole argument\by 
making it evident, that they darc be damn. 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation the 
Fear makes them bold: would God that Antipe- 
rifaſis might go on to work, till that Boldneſs 
have again brought them to a tear, I mcan that 
penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who thus dcli- 
berately provoke the Divine Majeſty. 

19. AND that every Deliberation 1s a circum- 
ſtance of ſo great an enhancement, as unmcaſu- 
rably heightens the fin. Sudden acts may be ca- 
pable of ſome alleviations by the turpriſe they 
make on a Man's {pirit.: but contrived and preme- 
ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 
than of obſtinate Rebellion. And this aggrava- 
tion can ſcarce cycr be wanting to a Duel; many 
hours, if not days intervening between the De- 
ſignment and the Execution. And in that Inter- 
val 'tis not poſiible for all the OpiareReceiprs in 
fatan's Diſpcnlatory to keep the Contcicnce (o 
drowſic, that it ſhall not ſtartle, bur it will un- 
doubredly repreſent toa Man the horrour of thac 
he is going abour: which 1s no lets than theenga- 
ging himſclf in a double Murder, his own, and 
his Adverſarics. For the wiliul hazars of both 
faſtens on him the guilt, rhough both happen to 
lurvivc the Combar. Bur if it be his own farc 
to fall (as he has much rcaton ro expect, wio 
thus puts himſclf out of God's protection, nay 
darcs 
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dares his vengeance) what pollible hope can re- 
main for him, who thus dies in rhat very act of 
the greateſt ſin2 We arc generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of thoſe who make awaythem- 
ſelves: but certainly many of thoſe delerve tobe 
Canonized, in compariſon with a Man that dies 
in Dae! ; the Principle of that being often an ex- 
ceſſive Fear of God, which ſure is leſs culpable, 
than a prophane contempt of him. Beſides the 
temptation in that caſe is uſually more violent 
and impetuous; it being (if not begot, yer) che. 
riſht and fomented by Mclancholly, the moſt un- 
rraQtable and obſtinate of all humours : whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too free a jolliry. And laſtly, rhat, of how 
heinous a kind ſocver, is yet bur a lingle fin, 
whereas this, as 1 ſaid before, involves a two- 
fold guilt. And of how crimſon a colour muſt 
that foul appear before God's Tribunal that is 
thus double dycd in Bloud ! 

20. AND now who can chuſe but cry out in 
the Prophet Eſay's ſtile, Hear O Feavens, and 
hearken O Earth» What ſtrain of wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of Men, that can thus knowingly 
and conſideringly ruſh themſelves upon (uch une 
ſpcakable miſchicfs> Eſpecially ſince here they 
want cven that miſcrable Reſerve, which (erves 
to embolden them to orher ſins, v;z.the hope of 
a future repentance, For thoſe that make but 
the flightelt mcaſures of rhat, can {ſcarce fanfic 
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any opportunities of irin this calc : ſince to him 
that dies, there ſeldom remains any ſpace of in» 
terval berween his fin and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres 
to deicend, which ſhould waſh away his bloud- 
gui;tincls ; orif chere did, yer what expeCation 
is there he ſhouiu wp loy it ro any effect 2 Such 
prelumptuous co:zituerate fins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove; and atter ſuch 
an high and daring provocation, 'tis VCry rea- 
ſonable ro expe God ſhould withdraw eventhe 
lowelt degrees, bur ture nor that he ſhould add 
higher 
21. THESE Conſiderations are all of them 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they aze ſo weighty and 
reſſing, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they thould be 
b univerſally incfteCtual : + which can proceed 
from nothing bur the want of cloſe and ſerious 
application. Would Men dare but to mect ſingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'twould certainly 
ſuperſede all other Duels. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me to add, bur to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to beſcech them to grapple 
a-while but with the force of Reaſon, a Combatre 
of all others the tecureſt, where to be ſubdued is 
more glorious than to conquer in any other: and 
when it has de{poiled them of thart talle courage, 
which expoſes rhem to ſuch diſmal ruincs, to 
permit it to re in{pirit them with a truc one, fuch 
as may give them daring enough to [land up 
againit 
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againſt this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom ; to 
endeavour to baniſh it out of Chriſtendom, and fo 
take off tharReproach which our profeſſion lies 
under from {o impious a practice, which having 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing bur Dcſuerude to deſtroy ir. Let cyery 
Man for his own part ſtritly abſtain from it, and 
avow the doing {o, and then by ceaſing to be a 
Faſhion, it will ccale to be art all. 
22. BUT the miſery of it is, no Man will af- 
ſume to be /cader in this ſo noble an Enterpriſe, 
to begin this ſo neceſſary a Reformation : which 
though ithave ſomuch more of compliance even 
to carnal Intereſts, than irs contrary, that 1 
doubr not many wiſh it were univerſal ; yer till 
it be ſo, they think 'twill be uncreditable ro any 
particular perſon. But were that the certain 
cvent of it, 'tis ſure that reproach ought to be de- 
ſpiſed, when it comes in competition with Duty, 
In this caſe the reſolution of David (as great a 
Srord-man as any of them) is moſt proper; / 
will yet be more vile than thus, 2. Sam. 6. 22. And 
certainly a man cannot pals a more glorious Mar- 
tyrdom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an 
account. 1] am lurc 'tis a' rcal ſhame to ſee that 
Men can offcr violence to all their deareſt com- 
plicated Intereſts ro comply with that unchriſti- 
an cuſtom, yct cannot crols a ſingle imaginary 
one, to {upprels it, 
23- NAY the truth is, they create PunCti- 
lio's inthis calc, by which themſelves will nor be 
govern'd in any other. In a common Fire does 
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any Man ſuſpend his own endeayours, till he ſee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame 2 
Or if one of thele popular perſons had been of the 
Philiſtines company, when the Houſe began to fall, 
0 16. 30. would he have ſo dreaded the ſingu- 
ity of a ſolitary elcape, asnot to have attem 
red it, till ſhoals of others had led the way 2 We 
have had fome expericnce, under what prejudice 
a public At falls, that is by its makers preclu- 
ded from being a precedent. And ſure theſe Men 
do tacitly (yct very intelligibly) accuſe the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this fear, whilft they confine 
it to this ſingle inftance. And methinks *rwere 
but juſt, rhey ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous to themſelves, and aCt in other things by 
the ſame meaſures ; which would prove ſo ſharp 
a penance as were more likely to reduce them.to 
bbriery, than all the force of Atgument. _, 
24. BU T beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
isfure an Antidote againſt this Malady, a way to 
ſeparare the Duty from the Contempr which 
their fancies have fo cloſcly. annext to it: and 
that is by making heir lives ſo uniformly Chri- 
ſtian, that ir'may be evident, 'tis Conſcicnce,.not 
Fear that works with them. Withour thus 1 
know indeed no ſecurity from reprouch. For to 
(cea Man,whotramples upon all other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a. Buckler againſt a 
Challenger, who can be fo blindly charitable, as 
to impure this to any thing bur Cowardile 2 Bur 
| When the whole tract of a Man's life1s one conti- 
nued courſe of Obcdicace, no Man will cxpect he 
thoul.l 
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ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To this 
may be added a chearful and free expoſing him- 
ſelf to all warantable dangers, when any publick 
occaſion of hazard is ofiercd : if he then ſhew him- 
ſelf daring, *twill be apparent, chat 'tis not the 
fear of Death, but Sia, which locks up his Sword 
from private Duels. Or when there is no oppor- 
unity of this aCtive valour, let him approve his 
paſſive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion to 
any ſuffcring, that atrends the diſcharge of a good 
Conſcience: and of this there is liccle fear (in 
theſe days eſpecially) ro want occaſions. He 
thar does this will be in no danger to be defamed 
for declining Duels : but on the contrary ſuchan 
cquable piety will extort reverence from all; there 
being ſuch a venerable amability in it, that the 
moſt prophane do cven againſt their wills bear it 
ſome inward reſpect. 

25. LE T not Men therefore pretend the 
Fear of Repreach, as an excuſe, ſince here is ſo 
ready a Salvo for that objeion : bur ler them by 
an aſliduous practice of all other Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and quali- 
fie themſelves for the propagating it to others. 
And oh, that we could once ſce all other quarrels 
amongſt Gentlemen converted into this once holy 
contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt in this He- 
roick attempt. *Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
chatis one of Satan's principle Ciradels, like Zt- 
on to the Febuſites: and the aſlaulting of rhat 
would be an atchievement of ſo much glocy, that 


he that could proſper in it might jultly chal 
lenge 
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lenge the dignity which David there promiſes, 
2 Sam. 5. 8. of being Chief and Captain. Hete 
then they may lawfully quench their thirſt of 
Honour, yea and that of Revenge coo by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on this their (0 
Enemy. Let it be remembred how long it hath 
befooled and cheated the World, and be expoſed 
to all the ſhames and deteſtarion of a diſcovered 
Impoſtor. Nay, let it be brought to a ſolemn 
Arraignment, thoſe innumerable Murders, of 
which it has been guilty, charged on it, and pro» 
cured to death, fo utterly extinguiſhed, rhar ir 
may nevcr again appear in the World, whilſt all 
good men applaud the Juſtice, and ſay, So let all 
thine Enemies periſh, O Lord, 

26. HAVING thus reficted on the com- 
mon Abuſes of Reputation, all that remains is to 
conſider how injurious men arc to themſelves in 
their ill managery of this Talent, which might be 
improved not only to their final account, buteyen 
their preſent plealure. For firſt, he that by ſea- 
lonable advice reſcucs any man from a courſe of 
fn, will infallibly feel ſo unutterable a compla+ 
cency in having done lo, that he will find he was 
kind to him(elt, as well as the other, and will 
tave no temptation to think himſelf, unprofitably 
imployed, though that were to be his only Re- 
ward. This bringing ſinners to repentance is lo 
noble, ſo rempring a deſign, that i drew. even 
God himiclf irom Heaven to prolecute ir ; and 
that not by chcap and eaſic means, bur by al! 
fole Suflcrings, which humane Nature moſt 

rrembles 
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lembles at: yer ſuch was the joy of Man's falya- 
tion, which was ſet before him, as enabled him to 
endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Fitch. 11. 2, 
How rich a bargain will it then be to a man to 
partake with him in that joy, to ſhare with himin 
that prize, upon ſo much ecaſicr terms, to pay but 
a little breath for that which exhauſted his blood, 
and to become (in a lower inferiour ſence) a $a- 
viour without a Crols 2 

2.7. IN like manner he that by a ftri& and 
exemplary converſation ſets himſelf up a land 
mark to direct men in this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his light,'tis true, gocs forth to others, 
bur the warmth and cheriſhing hear of it remains 
within his own breaſt. Whar chcarful, what 
cxulting reflexions may he make upon himſelf, 
that can make good S. Par!'s proteſtation. As 
20. 26. that he is pure from th: blood of all men? 
That he hath not by any ſcandalous Exampleer 
ſnarcd any foul; but on the contrary hath by po- 
fitive illuſtrious acts of Vcrtuc endeavoured lo to 
adorn his Chriſtian Profeflion, as to draw in Pro- 
ſelyres not to the Name, bur the obcdience of 
Chriſt: That hath made ir his buſincls ro ſtand 
in the Gap, not only by his interceſſions with 
God againlt rhe Plagues, bur by his cn.{cavours 
with men againſt the tins of rhe Nation, and bya 
ſtcady oppoſing himſelf againit che inunarion of 
profanencls and liceatiouinels, hath invited 
others to give lome {top to thoſe impure torrents? 


| 


{rt has always been accountcd fo glorious a thing | 


to rcdeem ones Country from flayery. that men 
, have 
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have thought their greateſt hazards amply paid 
with the Title of a Patriot. But there is no vaſ* 
allage ſo ignoble, no ſervitude fo miſerable, as 
that of Vice, 'and conſequently no attempt fo 
wotthy,' fo ingenupus, ſo fatisfatory to the un- 
drtaker, as to break that yoke. He that aſpires 
to-no-more than a private [nnocence, is only on 
ce defenſive part, ttands upon his guard againſt 
Satan: Bur he that aims at rhis' ſort of publick 
Reforthations, maintains an invaſive War againſt 
him, and ſo more ſhakes his kingdom. There- 
dicirig of any finner is the diſpoticiſing him of fo 
much of his uſutpt Territory, and weakens his 
Empire in the World. This is indeed the true 
Publick- Spirit : which though many have pre- 
tended ro, from whom we difcern nothing of 
theſe effes ; yerthole very prerenſions bear wit- 
nels to; the excellency of the thing, and ought 
to animarte' men to be indecd, what lo many have 
covered to be thought. 
28. I SUPPOSE I nccd not goon to the 
other inſtance : every man's ſenſe, without con- 
ſulting cicher his Reaſon or Religion, will be 
able to pronounce that 'tis better ro be in Peace 
than Hoſtility, ro have a whole than a wounded 
y, to keep ſecurely his own ſtation, than to 
be hunted like a Patridze on the Mountains by the 
avenger of Blood. The greater 15 the Miracle; 
that men who in all ochcr inſtances devote them- 
ſelves wholly to their tenfuality, thould here on» 
ly abjurc it; that when body and foul come in 
compctition, live as if they had no foul, yet up- 
KY or 
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on this occaſion can dare as if they had no bodies, 
Oh that men ſhould be ſuch ill husbands of their 
ſufferings, and thus enhance Satan's markers} 
Alas, Hell is a Purchaſe will never be taken out 
of their hands; how many Cha loever they 


ſee about it, they may ſecure their Eſtate' there 
firm _— by thoſe ſins they have more guſt 
oul gal to. | 


of: wh d they be thus madly prodi 

out-bid the common rate! Muſt Gentlemen buy 
Damnation, as they uſually do Wares, dearcr 
than other men? How is Perdition become ſo 
amiable, that like Rachel, « dowble Servitud: is 
judged light for it; whileſt Heavea in the mean 
time like Leah, & ſo much fpiſes, that 'risrhought 
an injury to have that obtruded on chem, though 
upon the caſieſt terms > Certainly they are 
ſtrange transforming Opticks which theſe men 
make uſe of. Would God they could be but 
perlwaded if not to break, yet at leaſt for a 
while to lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes, and behold 
things in their genuine and proper ſhapes : and 
then I doubtnot they will diſcern that Honour to 
be infamy, which ſcrs men at defiance with God ; 
and that Reputation then alone becomes elſti- 
mable, when like a River it pays irs Tribute to 
the Ocean, promotes his Glory, at whole fect 
Kings ( without diminution ) caſt both then- 
{elves and Crowns. 
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SECT. Ix. 


THE CONCLUSION. 


I E have now according to onr 
propoſed Method, ſurveyed dis 

ſftinaly thoſe feuvrral Advan- 

rages which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely give 
the ſame teſtimony which Caleb and Joſhua did of 
Canaan, Numb. 14. The Land which we paſſed 
through to ſearch it, is an excecding good Land. 
Tis a rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
Manted, ſuch as hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moſt excellent Fruits, But Paradiſe 
it if required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adam 
had that work aſſigned him in his Innocence. And 
feel theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Task : by the faithful diſcharge whereof they may 
make fore approaches towards that his priſtine 


ſtate, 


2, IT need not be again incalcated, that all theſe 
thelr Receits have their ſpecial and particular ends 
in God's afſienment. *Twill be more uſeful to remem- 
ber them, how nearly they are concern'd not to per- 
vert the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, by neg- 
lefing to give them their due expetted improve- 


| ments, For though he be a moſt liberal, yet is he not 


a negligent Maſter, but keeps an exatt and punctual 
L 3 account 
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account of whatever he thus delivers ont, and will nt 
fail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of his Goods, 
Tnated ſuch an abuſe has ſo fatal an Efficacy, that it 
quite changes thiir Nature, converts them from blef 
fings to the heavieſt Curſes; would God too man 
men had net thus exemplified their onn deſtruttive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-creation brought 

Darkn:ſs out of Light. 

'  3- BUT 'tu pity they ſhould be permitted to 
fleep in that Darkneſs, which themſelves have mad. 
And therefore if this little Traft ſhall fall into an 
uch hands, it muſt avow to come upon that uncivil 
get friendly Errand, to diſturb their reſt, to awake 
them to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's Moni- 
ter was to remember him, that he was bur a Man, 
fo t» put them in mind, that in the midſt of their 
freeſt enjoyments they are ſtill but Stewards, and 
know net how ſoon their Lord may ſummon them 1 
their Accounts. And with what confuſion and con- 
ſternation muſt th:y appear at the great Audit, who 
have ſo unfaithfully manag'd their Truſt 2 *Tis there 
fore now no longer tim? to dally, but by an Afiauous 
care and dilivence to endeavour to redeem their paſf 
ill husbandry, left they run the Fate of that Evil 
Servant mcationed, Matt. 24. be ſurprized in the 
midſt of th:ir Tnordinacies, and have their portion 
aſſrened th:m in weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth. 

4 AND now what Objettion can they poſſibly 
make againſt this ſo neceſſary a Caution, which s 
| found: d upen ſuch Motives, as ſhould methinks it- 
fallikiy prevail wpen all ſorts of -tempers * If [. 
X | _ hawk 
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have any ſenſe of Fear, here are thoſe terrors of the 
Lird, which are amazins enough to ſet even a Bel- 
ſhazzar (though with the Cup at his Mouth, his Con- 
eubines by his fade) a trembling. Certainly he muſt 
wot be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety, 
whom cen a glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not 
be able to diſſolve. 

5. BUT if Fear (thonzh of God) be too dege- 
perous a Paſſion for a Gentleman to own, this advice 
can upon as good grounds addreſs it ſelf to their 
Hope: there # as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, 4s the outer Darknels for the unprofi- 
table Servant, For though God have Right of ab- 
ſolute Domizion, and might exact obedience on his 
bare Command ; yet he is more pleaſed ro ſhew him- 
ſelf a Brn:factor than a Lord, and therefore de» 
ſcends to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay in- 
deed the end of his Commanas is only to make us ca« 
pable Suljeds of thoſe Eternal Filicities he defares 
to beſlow, And this ſurely is euoarh to excite men to 
a dilizent neeotiition with thoſe Talents they have 
regetvd, fince it is indeed themſelurs thry are tra» 
ding for. The Stock it is truz is Gods, but all the in- 
creaſ: of it will by his tounty certainly dewolve on 
them. And wherefor: as Naaman's Servants 
thourht the cure he was in a purſuit of, dejerved 4 
ſubmiſſion to the ſcwereſt Paints [f tne Pro» 
pher. had bid thee do fome grear thing, wouldſt 
thou not have done it? 2 Kings 5. 3. So ſurely 
Te may conclude thoſe %cndleſs Joys propoſed Ly God, 

| L « 
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arg cheaply earned even by the moſt exhauſting Lu 


togrs, the moſt vigorous T asks. 

6. BUT ſuch ti the Tenderneſs and Indulgence 
of our gracious Maſter, ſo earneſt hjs defire of hus dif 
pen(ing his Rewaras, that he will not truſt mens ou 
and folly with ſuch a mes of d:feating thems- 
ſeves; and therefor: hath annexed no ſuch Condi» 
tion, We have ſeen, through all the ſevrral parts of 
Duty, mhich conſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, 
that they are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils but 
Refreſhments, not 1okes but Crowns, ſuch as differ 
only in fiz* from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they 
zend; ſo that here is bait even to the ercateſt Volup 
tuary, And who that obſerves how man» ſuch there 
be, would exp: this Fruit of Paraditc ſhould ſtill 
hang wntouched? Tet ſuch a prepoſterous Temperance 
have they put on that th:y are proof avain(t all theſe 
allurements. Good God" what contradittions are 
mn made up of | It is the buſineſs of their lives to 
purſue pleaſur:s, and yet m/en theſe of the moſt refs 
w:4 ana exquiſite ſort would run into their embraces, 
they grow coy, and cannot be courted to receive them, 
We dail; - the Devil hath his Martyrs: it ſeems 
he hath his Aſceticks too. Ani ſo witty is th: World 
grown in creating fins, that ih y have found out a (in 
of ſelf-denial. Would Ged theſe al.furd Mortifiers 
mig 44 be perſraded to remit ſomewhat of their ſevt» 
rity. The moſt rigid Orders is Religion have ſtill 
indulged ſome relaxation, ſome times of Feſtivity : 
why ſhould S t1n's Potaries be ſo much more zealous 


than Gods, as to make their #ſtinences ſo perpetual . 
7.1, 
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n IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy alſo. He well 
knows that if theſe Divine Lights ſhould Ent infinu- 
ate themſelves, they would ſcon wndermine his whole 
Foundation : ſo raviſhing and attraftive are they, 
that nothing but a perfect Ignorance of them can be 
Amulet ſufficient againſt thrir Charms. And there« 
fore it #5 his neceſſary concern to keep men from ever 
ſting of them, the leaſt reliſh whereof would be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his Adulterated Delicacies. 
So we ſee he can give ſome rational account of his 
part of the matter. But what can men ſay for them- 
ſelves, who play his Game for him, even when theix 
own Souls are at the flake, that at once renounce that 
Fternal intereſt, and Preſent pleaſure? This is ins 
deed in David's Phraſe, 2 Sam. 3.33. to dic as a 
Fool dicth. Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into fetters; no extrinſick hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of Lite, and cat and live happily here 
and gloriowſly for ever. And yet like Solomon's 
fuggard they hide their hands in their boſom, and 
will nor ſo much as bring them to their mouths, 
Prov. 19. 24- 

8. THIS is ſo ſtupid a Folly, as non: that pre- 
tends to common ſenſe, would in any worldly concern- 
ment be guilty of. Will any man renounce a rich un- 
chargeable Reverſion, when he is not only woo d, but 
bribed by a confid:rable Sum in hand not to diſclaim 
it? I fear there are few ſo mortified to Wealth, 
4 to ao it upon the ſcore of Self-denial; and ſure no 
man 


ws 
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.qman would be thought in his wits that ſhould a it 
wpon any other, For what jealouſtes ſorver he had 
entertained of the Security, or walue of that futur: 
Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerve his 
conſideration. There is but one circumſtance imagi- 
able, that could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the ſuſpicion of Deccir, that the Coin which is offer- 


ed him ts falſe and adulteratt. And that I maynit | 


be under a neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men mad, 
T ſhall ſuppoſe it not unlikely that this ſcruple may oc- 
eur to them in th: preſent Caſe. They have ſo long 
brought all th:iir Bullion to Satan's Mint, ſuffered 
him to ſtamp th:ir Pleaſures, that none will now 
paſs for current with them, which has not his im- 
preſs: and upon this account "tw too probable they 
anay diſtruſt the validity of the preſent payment, dife 
believe the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties / have her: 
recommenaed to their Enjoyment, as well as Pra 
ice, Nor ſpall I defire to impoſe on their belitf, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
fo their Senſe. But th:n they mult remember, that 
hat 1s uncapable of judzing by any other means but 
Expericnce : and therefore if all that has been ad- 
areſt to thiir Reaſon be ineffeual. that remains 
as the laſt reſerve for their convincement. Lit 
every one of them ſrioufy and conſciextionſly ſet 
to the Practice, ( and allow only for ſo much of 
difficulty, as naturally attcnds the interrupting 4 
contrary Cuſlcm) and then let him, if hz can, doubt 
of the Pleaſure. Let him allow himſelf but this 
en? Mcdium 19 infer it, and [ ſhall defie his diſſent 
lo 
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1 the Concluſion. Let him (ow with me this 
handful of Seed in the Tears of true Contrition for 
rmembring his Duty and Intereſt ſo late, and I ſhall 
reſt confident he will reap in joy in this World, and 
rarry the news of it to another, even thither alſo bring 
kis ſheaves with him, abundance of Fruit to his 
| account, be bleſt here, and crown'd eternally. 


PRIVATE 
DEVOTIONS. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Edward Pawlet, at the Sign of the 
Bible in Chancery-Lane, near Fleetſtreet, 
M DCXCVI. 


A Confeſſion. 


BLES,SED Lord, 1 thy wretched 
Creature, thy not only unprofitable 


and ſlothful, bur wicked Servant, do 
here proſtrate my {cif at thy Feer, humbly ac» 
knowledging that I have moſt perverſly and 
moſt treacherouſly miſ-imployed thoſe many 
precious Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſt- 
| ed me, I have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed 
thoſe common Mercics which thou haſt atiord- 
ed meas a Man, and a Chriſtian, my whole 
life having been a continued reſiſtance ro the 
DiQtates both of Reaſon and Religion, But 
I have yet farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalitics of thine, whereby thou haſt atlayed 
to vanquiſh and melt an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my Chot- 
ces, but 1 <ave obſtinarcly purlued thole ways, 
which 1 knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to 
Prelumptions, hath ferved only ro render meg 
liable tro the greater number of ſtripes. That 
Wealth whereby I ſhould have glorified Thee, 
and {uccoured my Brethren, I have converted 
1:16 
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nto fucl ro maintain and accend my Covetoul. 
neſs, Pride and Luxury, ſo levying War 
againſt Thee with thine own Treaſure. Thus 
unfaithful, O Lord have I been in the un- 
righrcous Mammon ; and who then ſhall com- 
mit to my Truſt rhe true Riches : I have walk 
ed that Time thou haſt given me, to work out 


my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 


_— fo viciouſly and impiouſly, that Idle- 
$ though a Crying ſin of Sodom, hath been 
tho ſilenreſt of my guilts the greater portion 
of my Days having been devored either to the 
_ or enjoyment of my brutiſh Pleaſures, 
making it my buſincſs to provide for the Fleth 

to fulfil the Luſts thereof; and of thole m+ 
ny Days and Years thou haſt afforded me, how 
few Minutcs are there of which I can gfve any 
tolerable account to Thee, or my own Soul? 
Nay, O Lord, as if my ſingle and perſonal 
Impictiecs had bcen too litrlc 1 have propa- 
ated them to others, and have made that Aus 
thority and Eſtecm, which thou gaveſt me for 
better purpoſes, the means of enſnaring all 
whom my Interelt or Example could {equce. 
And now, O Lord, how unknown altonifhing 
a weight of guilt do I lic under, that am to 
anlwer for ſo many fins of Other men, as 
well as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare on 
A11:pah, and a Net ſpread on Mount Z aber, 
the inſtrument of entangling and betraying 
fo many Souls? O mercitul Lord, who de- 
lighteſt not in the dcath of a- ſinner, look with 
pity 
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pity both on them, and me; Give me a ſincere 
and carneſt Repentance, for my own offences, 
and if it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome way 
inſtrumental to the begetting rhe like in them, 
that I may beas contriburive to their Recovery, 
as 1 have been to their Fall: and let rhe conſci- 


| ouſneſs of my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in 
| all the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
 morediligent and induſtrious improvement of all 


thoſe advantages thou haſt pur into my hands, for 
thy glory, the benefit of my Brethren, and the 
eternal joy of my own Soul. Grant this, O gra- 
cious Lord, for his ſake, who came to call ſinners 
to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
() Lord, who doſt good unto all, but 
haſt in an extraorainary meaſure aboun- 
ded ro me thy unworthyeſt Servant. I deſirs 
with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, to 
confeſs and celebrate this thy great goodneſs. 
Lord, thou haſt not been ro me a Wilder- 
nels, a Land of Darkneſs, bur haſt cauſed 
my Lot to fall in a fair ground. Thou haſt 
not only given me a Natural, and a capacity 
of a Spiritual life, bur haſt alſo enriched me 
with many advantages for the comfortable ſup- 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of 
the other, above what thou atfordeſt ro mul- 


titudes of others. Thou halt liberally given 
M me 


Thankſeiving. 
MOST gracious and moſt bountiful 
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me of the Dew of Heaven, and fatnels of the 
Earth, an. aſſurance of all thoſe good thingy 
which may both oblige and aſſiſt me chearful- 
ly to ſerve: Thee. O let not my Hearr like 
Gideon's Fleece remain dry, whilſt all about 
it is thus plentifully watercd from Heaven 


— 


but give me I beſecch thee, ſuch a {enſe of | 
thy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelf in a conſtant ; 
and zealous Obedience. Thou haſt done (© | 


much for this meancſt Plant in thy Vineyard, 
dreſt it and fenced it about with Thy Grace 
and Providence; and having builr a Wine- 
preſs, mayeſt moſt realonably expect ſome Cly- 
ſters to be brought to ir at the Vintage. O 
let not ſo gracious, fo equitable a demand be 
fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt ir thould bring 
forth Grapes ; lct it not bring forth wild Grapes; 
let not thoſe Advantages I enjoy above others, 
rempt me to cxalt my {clf, or deſpiſe them, 
bur grant me always to remember that it is 
thou only that makctt me dittcr from another. 
Lord Jer thy Methods be my Documents, thy 
Diſpcnlations of Indulgence rowards me, the 
Engagements and Bands of the clolcli and moſt 
inviolable Duty, that that Eminency of condi 
tion wWhercin thou ha{t placed mic in this World, 
may be an cfictual Admonition to be cminent 
in Vertuc; that Men {ccing my goo Works, 
may glorific Thee my Heavenly Father, through 
Jclus Chriſt our Lord and biciicd Saviour, Amen. 
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A Prayer, 


THOU moſt Righteous and Impar- 
tial Judge , who delpiſelt not rhe 


mean, nor acceptelt the perſons of the 


| Mighty. Make me always to remember and feri- 
| ouſly ro conſider, that none of thoſe outward 
| Priviledges 1 enjoy among men, can exempt me 


from thy ſevere Tribunal, bur that I ſhall one 
day be brought to Judgment, as for all that I 
have done in the flet, to particularly for thoſe 
ſpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren: And oh let thele Terrors of the Lord 
timely perlwade, yea conſtrain me to a chear- 
ful employing of all I have reccived, to thoſe 
ends for which thou haſt beſtowed them. Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haſt given me, 
may ligve ſuch an cihcacy on my Practice, 
that it may always guide, never upbraid me. 
And as thou halt opencd thy hand wide to me 
jn remporal plenty, ſo enlarge my | heart in 
Thankfulgeſs roward Thee, and in Compallion 
and Bounty toward thy poor Members: I am 
not ſtraitned by thee, O let me not be ſtrait- 
ned in my own bowels; let ncither Covetoul- 
nels.nor Riot make mc r in the midſt of 
Riches, bur grant mc that true Enjoyment 
which conſiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing af 
them, that forſaking all the unſarisfying gau-*+. 
feared pleaſures of Luxury, 1 may purchaſe to 

M 2 my 
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my ſelf that more (olid ance delight of 
{uccouring the diſtreſſes of my fellow-Chriſti. 
ans. Lord, ſuffer not my wealth to be only 
a lading with thick Clay, nor the Ruſt of it 
to bcar witneſs againſt me, but rather make 


me of the number of thoſe rhat need relief, ' 
than of thoſe who want hcarts to give it. And | 
ſince in thy gracious Providence thou haſt | 


placed me in a condition of caſe and vacancy, 
O ler me not pervert it into a life of Idleneſs 
and Senſualiry, let me not be leſs, but berter 
buſted than other men. O never ſuffer me to 
incur the guilt of reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indifferent in my entercourſe with 
Thee, than others are of their Trafhque with 
the World, of having leſs care of my own and 


other mens immortal Souls, than they have of |: 


their corruptible bodies ; but make me fo in- 
duſtriouſly to husband every minute of that 
ecious- Time thou lendeſt me here, as may 
be in order to a bleſſed Eternity both of my 
felf, and as many more as thou ſhalr put with- 
in my reach. O let not any perſons ever hate 
cauſe ro accuſe their relation tro me, for be- 
traying then ro Sin here, or Miſcry hereafter ; 
bur grant that all that are under my care or 
rags may receive ſuch wholicſome influence 
me, as may nouriſh all Chriitian Practice 
among them; And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch co all, char | never proveto 
_— occaſion of Falling: Let me never con- 
tridure ro that power and empire which bs 
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has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou- 
rage oppoſe all impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- 
celsful ſoever ; Let me think nothing Honour- 
able, bur what bears chy ſtamp and impreſs on 
ir, but Engage and animate, and inflame my 


' benumb'd breaſt, ro the moſt eager and vigorous 
| endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Ver- 
| tue to ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 


And, O Lord, grant that by an aliduous Pra- 
Qice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of ir, as may utterly ſupplant any 


| ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may al- 


ſo qualific me experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an cfle- 
Qual (rhough unworthy ) Inſtrument in thy 
hand of drawing many to the Obcdicnce of 
Chriſt, and that rcnouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire to 
no other honour bur that of being approved by 
Thee as a good and faithful Servant; thar by thy 
mercy having my infirmities covered, and my 
Sincerity accepted, I may at laſt be admitted in» 
to the Joy of my Lord, through the merirs of 
Jelus Chriſt my blefled Saviour and Mediator. 
Amen. 


A Catalogue of Books Printed for, and Sold by 
George Pawlet at the Sign of the Bible in Chan- 
cery-Lane, near Fleet-{treer. 


Illare Anzlicanum : Or a Vicw of all the 
Citics, Towns and Villages in England 
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